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The finalists for the Opera of the Future competition have been announced. This urban planning
competition, commissioned by the state capital of Diiseldorf, was created to select a location for the
new cultural institution. After an extensive examination of potential site locations, the two options for
the competition proposals were: Heinrich-Heiene-Allee, where the current opera house is, and Am

Wehrhahn.

Throughout the brief, firms were encouraged to figure out how this future project could become a lively
and public space open to the entire city, offering a wide range of services. As a result, submissions were
received for both prospective buildings, and the finalists for each location were announced.

Save

For the Heinrich-Heine-Allee location. the front-runners are:
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(Germany)

Snghetta, Oslo (Architecture | Urban Planning | Landscape Architecture)

““ Adesign that surprises, a design that stimulates, but also a design that can
and must be discussed. It convinces with the idea of a 24° rotation of the
main axis of the opera, based on the axis of the Jagerhofallee. This allows a
well organized longitudinal development from the backstage to the control
room of about 67 meters. Likewise, the concentration of all functional
elements on Heinrich-Heine-Allee and Ludwig-Zimmermann-Strasse is
coherent, creating a relatively freely playable forum and foyer zone
towards the courtyard garden, which is highly attractive, can connect the
public spaces within the building well and opens up interesting

development scope for its final sculptural form. r’
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¢ The volume of the building is appropriate and well-placed. It reacts
strikingly to the urban situation by forming two sides: A curved one to the
courtyard garden, and a straight edge to the adjacent perimeter block
development to the south. This intention is a consequence of the
consideration of the tree population. The transitions of the themes are
abrupt and to the block edge of Ludwig-Zimmermann-Strasse clearly less
formulated. This is controversially discussed, especially since the sides

facing the block edge act as a back and offers little interaction with
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ingenhoven associates, Diisseldorf (architecture) with West 8, Rotterdam
(urban planning | landscape architecture)

¢ The jury appreciates the urban planning approach of the work to set a

semicircular endpoint to the Hofgarten with a compact building developed
from the alignments of the urban structure. The circular arc-like conclusion

to the north attempts to comprehensibly stage a prominent, new spatial

connection between Grabbeplatz and Kénigsallee as well as to the
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wide staircase leads to the foyer intended for the public, which also

provides access to the stages. 7

HPP Architekten, Diisseldorf (architecture | urban planning) with Rehwaldt
landscape architects, Dresden (landscape architecture)

¢ The overriding guiding idea of the design is to set an urban keystone at
Heinrich-Heine-Allee and Kénigsallee. The intention succeeds on all sides,
since joining the building structure takes up existing spatial edges and
silhouettes and implements them in a simple and convincing volumetry.
The layering of the structure shows a circumferential opening of the
structure in the first floor zone and links the foyer and forum with the
courtyard garden and the urban space in equal measure. The flowing

spatial transition from the outside to the inside is a sign of the opet
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Prof. Jorg Friedrich | Studio PFP, Hamburg (architecture) with Rainer Schmidt
landscape architects, Munich (urban planning | landscape architecture)

¢ A solitaire lies in the city and self-confidently, but also unpretentiously,
illustrates the special significance of the opera of the future. The peculiarity
of its shape loosens the opera in an evolved urban structure and
simultaneously enhances its surroundings. The finesse of the edged
sculpture is on the one hand the independence of the form and on the
other hand the scale in dealing with the spatial edges of the surrou

buildings. y
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¢ The authors propose to preserve the existing department store in its shell
and footprint to a large extent and to convert it into the opera house of the
future. Two forward-looking objectives are thus successfully implemented.
On the one hand, the preservation of the concrete structure is an essential
contribution to CO2 savings/climate neutrality. On the other hand, the
conversion from a department store to a cultural center can succeed in
placing a low-threshold opera house in the shopping street, which frees

itself from the pathos of competing opera houses.

HPP Architekten, Diisseldorf (architecture | urban planning) with Rehwaldt
landscape architects, Dresden (landscape architecture)
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“¢ In the spirit of the competition, the design offers a remarkably well-
thought-out structural concept for an opera house of the future integration
into the urban space. This is already expressed urbanistically by creating a
well-proportioned entrance square at the intersection Am
Wehrhahn/TonhallenstralSe. It opens up a clearly visible entrance situation
to the opera, the studio stage and the forum, which can be switched
separately or in combination. The forum, conceived as a multifunctional
area, is a light- flooded "cultural gallery" that acts as a gap between the
main uses, serves as a distributor for the various uses, and creates a
passage to OststralSe that makes sense from an urban planning point of

. ¥
view.
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Ajury of specialists from the disciplines of urban planning, architecture, and landscape architecture
chose the finalists. The 20 international firms that participated were judged based on urban and
spatial quality, formation of the cultural institution and contextual integration in the neighborhood,

elaboration of the potential of the locations for further potential usage, and sustainability.

The state capital Dusseldorf is set to begin finalizing a formal and final location for the June 15 city
council meeting. At the assembly, the council will discuss and vote on the recommendation. Moreover,
based on the selected plot and the competition results, a structural engineering competition will be

carried out to move forward with the building of the Opera House.

Some finalists for each location have recently designed other major cultural institutions worldwide. In
2023, Snehetta Paris was selected to re-imagine Montreuil's French Asylum and Administrative Courts.
Henning Larsen, chosen as a finalist for both locations, recently designed the @restad Church, the first
to be built in Copenhagen in the last 30 years. The Shanghai-based studio, HPP Architects, has also
been shortlisted for both locations in the competition. Together with White Arkiteker, they have

recently designed a new medical clinic in Tubingen, Germany.

Image gallery
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A home’s entry is often its first impression, and modern architects are using large scale glass to create
impressions that are dramatic, surprising, and uniquely welcoming. See how six architects designed

unique entries for homes, regardless of size and location.

In Blue Heron’s VM01 house in Las Vegas (above) a long water-lined sequence with native desert plants
leads to a dramatic view of the iconic Strip skyline. Automated multi-slide doors can fully open, so
visitors may never encounter a door as they enter the home, and instead experience a full indoor-

outdoor aesthetic.
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By glassing in the foyer of a Phoenix, Arizona home, architect Erik Peterson of PHX Architecture creates
a dramatic moment on a more modest scale. With two floor-to-ceiling window walls and a matching

hinged door, the atrium-like entry provides the perfect introduction to the home.
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transparency and indoor-outdoor connection of the original design, while meeting today’s standards

for energy efficiency.

The double hinged doors and carefully positioned entry wall of a lakeside house designed by James
Evans play with the extreme transparency of the home as a whole. While the exterior walls virtually

disappear, the entry becomes a notable moment of reveal for the main living area and view beyond.
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In contrast, the serene garden entry of a Texas hill country home uses just enough glass to reveal the
views through the house from the threshold. While the brick walls present an unassuming facade to

the street, visitors are welcomed with a first glimpse through the largely glass walls at the rear of the

house and can see the rolling hills beyond.
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Dramatic, welcoming, or surprising, these home use glass doors and windows to create a memorable

first impression in homes ranging from theatrical to cozy.
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The UIA World Congress of Architects 2023 is an invitation for architects from all around the world to
meet in Copenhagen to explore and communicate how architecture influences all 17 UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). The Science Track of the UIA World Congress has been tasked with the
development of the agenda, Sustainable Futures - Leave No One Behind. For more than two years, its
international Scientific Committee has been analyzing the various ways in which architecture responds
to the SDGs. The work has resulted in the formulation of six themes: climate adaptation, rethinking
resources, resilient communities, health, inclusivity, and partnerships for change. ArchDai

collaborating with UIA to share articles pertaining to the six themes to prepare for the opening orwne
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impact on human and nonhuman wellbeing at a larger scale. The agenda of this year’s UIA World
Congress of Architects aims to explore this principle in a more holistic manner. The chosen themes
have resulted in the formulation of six thematical panels, each with identified subpanels, that examine
the multiple ways in which architecture can shape our societies and its potential for aiding in the

creation of a sustainable, equitable, and inclusive future.

The Science Track and the Science Committee were formed to critically explore these subjects through
dedicated exchange and debate-driven sessions. To further its reach, the Science Track has also
initiated a call for papers, out of which 295 authors have been invited to present at the UIA World
Congress in Copenhagen. The papers, which will be published in six proceeding volumes, expand the

traditional research paper format to showcase narrative, visual, and argumentative essays.
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to lead the Science Track of the UIA World Congress of Architects 2023 CPH. Headed by professor Mette
Ramsgaard Thomsen and associate professor Martin Tamke, the Scientific Committee consists of 12
Panel Chairs and 4 Special Advisors. The main task of this committee was to identify and formulate the
six panel themes in a way that reflects the 17 UN SDGs. The Panel Chairs are responsible for curating

the sessions of paper presentations for their respective panels and their subthemes.

¢ With only 7 years left to achieve the SDGs it is clear that real action must
take place now. The UIA World Congress of Architects 2023 CPH Science
Track aims to foster new research and knowledge exchanges needed for
the architecture and the built environment disciplines to understand, build
and fulfill their active role in achieving the SDGs. Together we have a
collective responsibility to articulate and demonstrate architecture’s
capacity to create impactful questions, approaches, and solutions across
all 17 SDGs and help ensure that no one is left behind - Mette Rams
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All Science Track sessions will be held at the UIA World Congress of Architects 2023 Copenhagen venue
Bella Center on July 3 - 5, 2023. The Congress has also announced its keynote speakers invited to hold
conferences from July 2 until July 6,2023. The list includes names such as Bjarke Ingels, founder of
BIG, Francis Kéré, the 2022 Pritzker Prize winner, Architecture for the Blind founder Chris Downey,
award-winning writer Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and Ursula von der Leyen, the President of the
European Commission. The UIA World Congress of Architects represents one of the most important

events happening this year in Copenhagen, the UNESCO World Capital of Architecture for 2023.
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The keynote speakers for UIA World Congress of Architects 2023 are:

e Bjarke Ingels (Architect. Founder, BIG)

e Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (Award-winning writer)

¢ Chris Downey (Founder, Architecture for the Blind)

e Christian Benimana (Architect. Co-founder, African Design Centre. Director, MASS Design
Group)

e Connie Hedegaard (Chair of the EU Commission Mission Board on Adaptation to Climate
Change)

e Elizabeth Timme (Architect. Co-founder, Office of Office)

e Francis Kéré (Architect. Founder, Kéré Architecture)

e Jim Hagemann Snabe (Chairman, Siemens. Board Member, World Economic Forum)

e Kunlé Adeyemi (Architect, professor, and development strategist. Founder and principal of
NLE)

e Maria Neira (Director of the Department of Environment, Climate Change and Health at WHO)

o Mette Skjold (CEO & partner, SLA)

e Partha Dasgupta (Emeritus Professor of Economics at the University of Cambridge)
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The Scientific Committee consists of 12 Panel Chairs and 4 Special Advisors:

Panel Chairs:

e Panel 1: Design for Climate Adaptation - Panel Chairs: Prof. and Research Director Billie Faircloth
and Prof. Maibritt Pedersen Zar

e Panel 2: Design for Rethinking Resources - Panel Chairs: Prof. Carlo Ratti and Prof. Mette Ramsgaard
Thomsen

e Panel 3: Design for Resilient Communities - Panel Chairs: Prof. and Dean Juan Du and Senior
Researcher Anna Rubbo

e Panel 4: Design for Health - Panel Chairs: Managing Director Christian Benimana and Visiting Prof.
Arif Hasan

e Panel 5: Design for Inclusivity - Panel Chairs: Prof. Magda Mostafa and Prof. Ruth Baumeister

e Panel 6: Design for For Partnerships for Change - Panel Chairs: Visiting Prof. Sandi Hilal and Research

Fellow Merve Bedir

Special Advisors:

o Leader of Foresight Hub Chris Luebkeman
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e Prof. Mette Ramsgaard Thomsen

e Ass. Prof. Martin Tamke

Stay tuned to the collaboration with UIA World Congress of Architecture 2023 and to our coverage of

Copenhagen, the UNESCO World Capital of Architecture for 2023.

Image gallery
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