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Kim Utzon started his small architectural practice, Kim Utzon Arkitekter, in Copenhagen in 1987,
choosing to work primarily in Denmark and neighboring Sweden, to keep close ties with family and be
able to reflect effectively on regional building traditions. Kim is the youngest son of Jgrn Utzon (1918-
2008), the Pritzker Prize-winning architect whose most celebrated buildings include the Sydney Opera
House (1973), Bagsveerd Church near Copenhagen (1976), and the Kuwait National Assembly Building
(1982). Kim’s brother Jan Utzon is a practicing architect and his sister Lin Utzon is a ceramic artist.
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was forced to resign, leaving the country with his family. Kim was nine at the time, and like his father,

he never returned to Australia.

Utzon junior studied architecture at the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts from 1976 to 1981. Before
starting his own firm, he was a part of Utzon Architects. His distinctive built works include Henry
Dunker Culture Center in Helsingborg, Sweden (2002); Dunkers Kulturhus (2002), and Harbor House I
(2010), both in Copenhagen’s harbor. He collaborated with his father on the Utzon Center in Aalborg,
Denmark, the city where Jgrn Utzon’s father, a naval engineer, grew up. The building was completed in
2008, the year the famous architect passed away. We spoke about growing up at his father’s house and
building one for his own family the key lesson he learn from his father, animating his buildings with
sunlight, avoiding things that are superfluous and not essential, the importance of repetition of simple
elements, analyzing systems that exist in nature, and questioning all kinds of things to keep

discovering new answers.
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Vladimir Belogolovsky: How was it to grow up in the house that your father built?

KU: The original house was built in 1952. It was the very first house my father built. It was a very small,
open-plan volume built of exposed brick. Originally, there were three bedrooms and an open living
room anchored by a central fireplace and an open kitchen back to back. A bigger wing was added in
1962. The house was built in the middle of a forest in the small town of Hellebaek, the northern suburb
of Copenhagen and near Kronborg Castle in Elsinore where Prince Hamlet once ruled Denmark. The
house was the first modernist house built in Denmark after World War Il. It is very strict and Danish in
terms of the use of space and brick. It is also based on such models as the Japanese house and

projects by Frank Lloyd Wright.
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pushed to draw and make things. For example, we were not allowed to buy gifts for our parents. We

had to make something.

VB: Could you touch on collaborating professionally with your father?

KU: Well, early on | wanted to get out of my father’s shadow and tried to be independent by working for
other architects, but fortunately, | was asked both by my father and brother to work with them on a
furniture showroom project. They were working on a large pier development and were very busy. So,
for one summer we worked together with my father. It was a great collaboration, not as a father and
son but rather as an older experienced architect and a younger architect. By that time my father was 65
and in the winter my parents lived in Mallorca, Spain. So, we corresponded through letters because he
had no fax machine. It was a good experience because had my father been sitting next to me, he would
have taken the pencil out of my hand and said, “Let’s do this.” But because we were far away it gave me
time to think through my own solutions before he could respond by mail. And many of the choices |

had to make on my own because some decisions had to be made urgently. While still working on this

project | started my own practice. My first project was the house for my family.
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VB: Building your own house is also part of your family’s tradition, right?

KU: Yes, both my father and brother have built their houses with their own hands and so did I. While
working on the house | was approached by a client to build several houses. Suddenly | was busy, but by
the early 1990s there was no more work and | accepted a teaching position in Australia. My family was
ready to move there. Then just one month before leaving | got a call from Germany. Earlier that year |
entered a competition just to keep myself busy and right before leaving the country | learned that |
won it! So, | canceled my contract in Australia and started working on a new project, a Baptist church
for a theological seminary outside of Berlin. That was a three-year project and it got built. Then other

jobs followed.
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VB: How would you describe your father’s approach to architecture?

KU: Right after the War there was a very active and interesting time when many Scandinavian
architects knew each other well and inspired each other. My father was educated in a Danish school
which was very strict and pragmatic but working abroad he encountered a whole other playful
language and was preconditioned to see many things more acutely than his Danish contemporaries.
Another inspiration came from nature, which is wild in Sweden and Norway and very different from
Denmark where everything is flat and mainly cultivated by man, similar to Holland. Another major
influence was the actual construction techniques, which my father learned from his father, and the
idea that you can build anything. Anything is possible - that optimism was a major part of his work.
Most importantly, he believed that anything that gets built should enhance what is already there. If you
can understand the site and the people who are going to live in your building you should be able to
come up with sensitive architecture, which is so much more than what the client actually needs or can
even imagine. Itis the job of the architect to use the power of imagination. We, as architects, have a
torrent of references that we need to know how to use sensitively based on specific situations and

projects.
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VB: What is the main lesson that you learned from your father as an architect?

KU: We are all individuals. Itis these individual choices that give your particular architecture a unique
voice. In a way, there is nothing new under the sun. All houses are filled with references because
architects who have designed them have seen many other houses before. But the strength of my father
was that in search of inspiration he looked at everything. He was not limited just to modernism. For
example, he was interested in architecture that was not necessarily done by architects. That is very
liberating for any architect. When | look at projects by talented architects | am less interested in the
actual result. Instead, | am interested in what the architect looked at for inspiration and references. |
want to get down to the roots of things, to the very source of an idea. For example, Classicism died out
because it was following certain stylistic tricks. The same with Post-Modernism - there were similar
attitudes, references, color schemes, and so on. But there are many ways of looking at architecture.
Personally, | try to uncover what is beyond the surface and style. Often, | work totally out ¢

to what is hanbeninge at the moment and what is nublished in current masazines. Some neonle told
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VB: What kind of references do you typically turn to?

KU: All sorts of things - plants, materials, minerals, ice formations, old architecture, anything, really. |
am more interested in what the source may be. When | shared my inspiration for one of my projects
with my father he said - these are someone else’s solutions, but it is you and only you who made these
particular choices. So, we all have many references, but it is the individual choices that we make that
determine our individuality as architects. It is hard to try to see the root. It is much easier to copy what
has been done before. But if you copy what someone else has done you will always be 5-10 years
behind because that’s how long it takes to build a project. So, | prefer to look back as far as possible
and in many directions. | try to learn from many sources, going back to the Egyptians and even before. |
like to travel to France, Spain, or Israel. There are many great ideas in the use of materials, details, the
play of light and shadow, and so on. Many of these references were pointed to me and to my brother

and sister by my father, but we are all individuals and each of us has unique handwriting.
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VB: Can you give any examples?

KU: It is very important to me to consider how the house meets the sky. In a way, | am a functionalist
because there is always a functional reason that manifests itself in a particular form. For example, the
Dunker's Cultural Center I’ve done in Helsingborg, Sweden in 2002, has a multitude of roofs and they
all respond to a particular function they house within. The center incorporates an art museum, a music
school, a concert hall, a theater, a library, and another volume for administration. The skylights over
the exhibition spaces look a certain way because they admit light from the north, which is the ideal
light for exhibitions coming in indirectly. So, the skylights there are sculptural and functional at the
same time. And the curving roof over the concert hall is used to enhance the sound reverberation. The
complex is designed like a small city. And over the restaurant we could have any kind of roof so we
invented a reason for an interesting form - we came up with a sundial with vertical openings and
various side blinders which are placed around a circular tower to follow the sun’s path to capture the
light to create a radiating pattern on the floor, which over the course of the day gradually fills the space
with light. Throughout the day the space is animated by sunlight. The idea of animation with the light

came first and the sculptural roof was designed to make it possible and not the other way around.
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VB: The composition of this complex is very reminiscent of your father’s work.

KU: Yes, instead of making a box-like building and subdividing it, the project has been sorted out into
different rooms, each with a unique character. The idea of having each space a different character was
a direct influence of my father. That led to leaving all the structures exposed to show how the building
is put together. Also, various materials were chosen based on the form of each space. Everything in this
project or other of my projects is no more precise to build than what anyone can do in their garage.
Before asking carpenters to do something for one of my projects | ask myself - could | do this myself? If
| can do something on my own, then anyone could do it. | want to be expressive by making choices that

are not very complicated to achieve.
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VB: Your father paid much attention to prefabrication systems, which was evident even in such
sculptural forms as the Sydney Opera House. Do you continue to explore this theme in your own

work?

KU: Absolutely. I try to avoid building complex shapes by dissecting them into smaller, repetitive parts
with logic in their construction. | avoid things that are superfluous and not essential. | find a great deal
of pleasure in finding a way to create something that looks complex and beautiful but is based on a
repetition of very simple elements. Many great examples are found in nature where complex structures
are based on such principles. We, as architects, are not using these ingenious systems enough.
Architects now are using computers to invent completely new shapes, but it would be much more
interesting to use them to analyze systems that exist in nature. | like questioning things. If you keep

doing that you will for sure get new answers.
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VB: There is a view that the Sydney Opera House could only happen in Australia. Why do you think
thatis?

KU: Before the late 1950s Australia was a British colony with no attempts to cultivate its own identity.
Suddenly there was this improbable opportunity to show the entire world what this new nation was
capable of. Of course, there was an incredible set of circumstances. My father didn’t even meet the
requirements, he did not submit all required plans, but it was Eero Saarinen, an American architect
who came late for the jury and saw the project in the rejects pile. He loved it and made an effort to

convince everyone that it was the winner.

Image gallery
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AZULIK and Roth Architecture Announce Their First residential
Project in Tulum: "Living Sculptures"

Written by Ménica Arellano

about 23 hours ago ~ Share

The world-renowned brand, AZULIK announces the new project in Tulum, Quintana Roo which
confirms its creative expansion and the growth of architectural scope: "Living Sculptures" its first
residential complex that they describe as "a new proposal for lifestyle and sustainable luxury." The
residential initiative was born from the firm Roth Architecture, continuing with the characteristic

aesthetic that "puts nature as the protagonist and the user as a priority."
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Azulik Uh May Art Center was the first architectural project where the ideas of Roth Architecture and

AZULIK were combined to materialize these concepts and intentions that are described.

¢ This complex seeks to reinterpret the conventional way in which
construction and design have been approached to date in contemporary
cities and buildings. The project offers as an alternative spaces in which
immersion in nature provokes a different experience of living. One of the
most important characteristics of this project is that, for the first time, it
will be possible to live the AZULIK experience through residences. Tulum
Residences promotes the reconnection of people with themselves and with
what surrounds them, through ancestral knowledge, nature and art as a
way to express human sensitivity.

- Roth, CEO and Founder of AZULIK
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The spaces are free, flexible and with the possibility of adapting to the needs of each user, playing with
light, the interior and exterior areas, and the views of the jungle landscape. The configuration of the
building is designed so that each residence has views of the jungle and is fully integrated into the

circular and interconnected dynamics of the architectural environment.

The windows generate openness and natural light, which coexist in parallel with an artificial lighting
design that enhances the shapes of the structure and creates warm and aesthetically cured
environments. The unique aesthetic can be seen in sets of liana ceiling lights, elegant concrete

elements, natural textiles, and details that make this integral composition a dynamic home.
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The architectural program of AZULIK Residences includes a land area of 1.5 Ha, 4 Towers, 88
apartments, wellness amenities that include a jungle gym and yoga shala, a selection of art curated by

SFER IK Museion, as well as social amenities that include a restaurant, bar, pools, boutique and fire pit.

Each building offers ten types of apartments, with options starting at 90 square meters up to 300
square meters. All units have their own terrace, some with rooftops, fire pits, and plunge. The Roth
Design interior offers a furniture customization service and decorative and artistic pieces that
accompany it. The craftsmanship of AZULIK's creative experts provides the brand's iconic style while

generating an experience adapted to each profile in a slow-living philosophy.

For more visit www.azulikresidences.com

Architecture Project: Roth Architecture
President: Roth
Architectural Director: Irene del Valle de la Sen

Program: Residential Save
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Project Manager: Bryant Arteaga and Alejandra Vargas

Architecture Design Team: Federico Gonzalez, Eduardo Galkin, Christopher Landeros, Alejandro Mena,
Laura Ospina, Leonardo Ramirez and Ana Karla Ramos

Interior Director: Abigail Perez

Interior Manager: Valeria Prydnikova

Interior Design Team: Fernanda Arenas

Image gallery
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Photorealistic rendering
Applications
3D models

Characteristics

Real-time rendering, photorealistic rendering, integration with rendering engines, V-Ray 5
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More about this product

Rendering uses a program to simulate materials, lights, and shadows in a 3D model. The output image
looks more like a photo than a 3D computer model. Rendered images are can more accurately
represent the final build than the 3D model alone. SketchUp offers the ability to generate renders
within the program in one step, also offering real-time rendering, allowing you to move through a 3D

model and view it as though it were completely rendered in real-time.

Creating a model for rendering does have its own set of rules. To get you up and rendering as quickly as

possible, here are five tips for prepping your SketchUp model for rendering.

1. Properly Orient Faces
SketchUp faces have a front and a backside (default material shows the front as white and
the back as gray). Some renderers will render back faces invisible, so it is important to make
sure that all faces have the correct orientation before you attempt to render. The

Monochrome view type in SketchUp is a great way to see your entire model color-coded for
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2. Leverage the Rendering Engine’s Materials
While SketchUp materials will render OK in most rendering engines, you will get the best
result by using the materials that the rendering package includes. Materials for rendering
include attributes that SketchUp is not concerned with, like reflection, bump maps and
luminescence. There’s no need to spend hours customizing a material in another program
because the photoreal details are already baked-in to the render-ready materials. Simply
plug-and-play with the V-Ray material library.

3. Lights, Camera...
In SketchUp, there is one camera and one light. A rendering engine can handle any number
of different lights and camera locations for a single model. Depending on the level of
integration, you may be able to place these items into a SketchUp model while you are
modeling, making it much quicker to generate final renders.

4.Clean It Up
Rendering a model is like having a photoshoot. You need to spend time prepping your
model before the final output. It may be fine to have extra components or stray lines around
your file while you are actively modeling, but only show what needs to be in the final image
when it is time to render.

5. Pull-in Render-Ready Assets
Many renderers offer a slew of render-ready assets that you can drop into the model to make
your render more realistic — from cars and trees, people and animals, to water and grass.
These are things that can seriously weigh down a SketchUp model. But, render-ready assets
can be added as low-poly proxies in SketchUp and then rendered as highly detailed assets

in the rendering engine.
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With SketchUp, it is easy to choose your manner and type of rendering and has integrations with over
two dozen different rendering engines. SketchUp also offers full access to V-Ray 5 with a SketchUp

Studio Subscription.
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