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Listen to this story: Angular balconies provide views of the Black Sea...
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Local studio Starh has completed an office and apartment building on a triangular plot in the Bulgarian city of Varna, featuring cantilevered balconies
that extend out towards the nearby sea.

Situated to the east of the city centre, the EOS building is only separated from the Black Sea by the Sea Garden public park, ensuring the building
receives early morning sunlight.
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The mixed-use building has apartments from the third to the eight floors, with offices housed on the first and second floors above commercial premises
alongside the entrance foyer on the ground floor.

A car lift provides access to two underground levels used for parking.
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It has white cladding

The building’s exterior presents a strong horizontal profile covered in crisp, white cladding that echoes the prevailing architectural aesthetic of this
seaside resort.

"The neighbourhood where EOS is located was planned by the government a couple of decades ago and has a unified architectural language and
aesthetics,” Stanislavov explained.

"We took this into consideration when choosing the facade materials in order to blend in and to highlight the context.”

Read:
Balconies branch out from Sou Fujimoto's tree-like tower in Montpellier

The apartments are planned in such a way that the interiors all have orthogonal layouts, with only the east-facing loggias featuring triangular outlines.

Terraces on the building’s eastern corner project outwards to make the most of the views. These cantilevered balconies reach up to eight metres in
length on the upper floors.
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Terraces on the building’s eastern corner project outwards
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The balconies look out over the sea
The cantilevered sections required complex engineering and were developed in collaboration with a specialist contractor using post-tensioned
concrete beams to achieve the desired effect.

Materials used throughout the project were chosen for their longevity and ease of maintenance. These include fibre-cement cladding panels,
aluminium window frames and high-performance glazing.

The photography is by Dian Stanchev.

Read more: Apartments | White | Office architecture | Bulgaria | Housing | Balconies | Architecture | Residential
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BLDG Workshop places steel details on all-white home in rural Ontario Rever & Drage complements rustic bolthole in Norway with a timber
holiday cabin

Tala Fustok fills Hyde Park apartment with contemporary art and vintage =~ EYRC tucks light-filled spaces behind white balcony walls in Venice Beach
furniture
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Dallas Pierce Quintero references industrial sheds for Forest Houses on 3XN completes aluminium-clad hotel and office overlooking La Défense
London infill site in Paris

Sydney’s Powerhouse Ultimo unveils redesign informed by "sandstone Elemental references "double condition of castles” for cylindrical home
escarpment”
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Share Best Newest Oldest
AlfredHitchcock - m

® 4hours ago edited
It seems that this design is all about the exterior form, with everything else having to be
compromised to suit. No interiors either, apparently...

0 0 ° Reply ° Share»
Don Bronkema - m
® 5days ago
Ideal for site, but plant maintenance awkward per N. Zealand.

0 0 ° Reply ° Share»
Zea Newland - ®
® 5days ago

The exterior is a statement but the floorplans really suffer from that priority. Some living
rooms have access to three balconies facing the same direction. If these balconies were
connected on the outside, you could have designated areas for different uses but the fact
that you have to go back inside in order to water the plants on balcony 2, 3 and 4 will lead to
most of them staying empty. Residential architecture should be about emphasizing the
residents' experience but every flat owner here gets a so-so experience despite probably
paying premium prices.

0 2 ° Reply * Share»
Ken Steffes -
® 5days ago
Very refreshing to see a modern structure built today that is both unique and great looking.
Super good!!

4 0 ° Reply * Share»
Jz —_—

® 6 days ago edited
| suspect, as slick as it looks today, it's gonna age like a US tract home.

0 4 ° Reply ° Share>

Don Bronkema ~Jz -
Os days ago edited

Spartan, but we think your sentiment likely wrong if facade stays clean/sharp.

0 0 ° Reply ° Share>

JZ  Don Bronkema -
® 4 days ago edited

My comment is driven by the information about it being fiber-cement
cladding. Sure, it's inert and doesn't expand/contract over time. But it
takes staining poorly without constant maintenance. Even ACM panels
would hold up better for longer - they would have just cost twice or
three-times what the fiber-cement did.

0 0 *° Reply ° Share»
IDRACULA -~
® 6 days ago
NICE x 2 ... very nice ... very appealing ... like it lot ...
0 0 ° Reply ° Share»
pa varreon - ®

(O3 days ago edited
Interesting Neo-Constructivism. Elegant and probably posh expensivish.
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Bruno Gaudin Architectes completes 15-year transformation of National Library of France

000 00

Jon Astbury | 27 December 2022

1 comment

Listen to this story: Bruno Gaudin Architectes completes 15-year tran...

> - - 04:53 % ADAURIS

French practice Bruno Gaudin Architectes has completed a 15-year project to renovate and open up the historic rue de Richelieu site of the National
Library of France in Paris, incorporating new public routes and spaces.

Completed in the late 19th century by architect Henri Labrouste, the library is considered a masterpiece of the Beaux Arts style, with vast, skylit
reading rooms framed by slender steel columns and highly decorative arches.
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“Yesterdaay, closed In on 1tsell, the large, magniricent, worn, iragmented, dark and dilaplaated treasure chest nas Now been given a new 1dentity, ruil ot
light,” the practice said.

It was originally designed by architect Henri Labrouste. Photo by Marchand Meffre

In order to keep the library open, work was split into two phases, with the first phase of the project completed in 2016 and focusing on reconfiguring the
circulation in the front of the building along rue Richelieu.

Continuing this strategy, the recently completed second phase has created an entirely new entrance and landscaped courtyard along the rue Vivienne,
transforming what were previously the rear facades of the building into a new, open frontage.
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The studio has updated the library’s circulation

"The design of the new entrance, with its planted threshold open to the city, reflects the institution’s desire to invite everyone to discover its world,
both aresearching library and a museum,” explained the practice.

The library’s two entrances create an east-west axis centred around the library’s great hall, where the contemporary renewal is signalled by the
replacing of the main staircase with a large aluminium-clad spiral stair.
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An aluminium-clad spiral stair has been introduced
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Bruno Gaudin Architectes’ design celebrates the history of the building

The adjacent central bookstack space in the southeastern corner of the site had been subject to many historical transformations, extended by Michel
Roux-Spritz in the mid-20th century to add a new basement and upper spaces.

While this space was not protected as a historic monument, Bruno Gaudin Architectes chose to make a feature of its layered history, stripping it back to
create alarge reading room linked by steel staircases and walkways.

Read:
Bruno Gaudin Architectes creates university library in France with colonnaded "wind tower"

"The work on the bookstack storage areas provided an opportunity to underscore the reinterpretation and transformation of a major historic space on
the site,” said the practice.

"The desire to highlight the bookstack storage area'’s history coupled with the use of a contemporary architectural vocabulary...the project and its tools
reveal the poetics of the place,” it continued.
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A glazed corridor offers views over the museum’s roof. Photo by Marchand Meffre

On the first floor, the east and west of the site have been connected by a new "gallery of glass”, a glazed corridor with a glass floor offering views out
across the roof and leading to a new museum space and the department of coins, medals and antiques.

"The glass gallery offers a view to the roof and the sky, with a surprising view of the domes of the Labrouste hall,” said the practice.

"The translucent glass floors allow light to penetrate downward, accentuating the beautiful verticality of the staircase’s rotunda,” it continued.
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There are newly created and restored archival storage areas
Behind the scenes, the back-of-house areas include newly created and restored archival storage areas, as well as large, airy staff spaces in the library’s
attic.

Previous projects by Bruno Gaudin Architectes include a library building for Paris Nanterre university which is clad in thin, grey bricks and features an
irregularly colonnaded "wind tower”.

Another recent library renovation took place in London, where Studio Weave added a wood-lined community space to an east London library.
The photography is by Takuji Shimmura unless stated otherwise.

Read more: Architecture | France | Paris | Libraries | Renovations | Public and leisure | Refurbishments | Bruno Gaudin Architectes
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