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Year: 2022

Photographs : Qingshan Wu

@ Lead Architect: Qiu Jiang
Structure Consultant: Shanghai Wilderness Structural Des. Firm Inc.(General Partnership)
Landscape Collaborator : Aimeou (Shanghai) Architectural Design Consulting Co., Ltd. (M.A.O)

Interior Consultant : Ipoletz Architectural Consulting Services (Shanghai) Co., Ltd. IFGROUP
(Germany)

Steel Structure Construction : Zhongyuan Xiongshi Enterprise Development Group Co., Ltd.
Curtain Wall Construction : Shanghai Kaixiang Curtain Wall Co., Ltd.

Roof Construction : Shanghai Hainner Oxygen Technology Development Group Co., Ltd.
Interior Construction : Anhui Zhenfan Decoration Co., Ltd.

Landscape Construction : Anhui Jianchuan Municipal Engineering Co., Ltd.

Lighting Design : Jiehan Lighting Design Consulting (Shanghai) Co., Ltd.
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Architecture that Grows out of the Great Nature

Chaohu Natural and Cultural Center is the core public supporting facility developed by OCT Group for
Chaohu Bantang Hot Spring Town. On the north side of the city, Juzhang Moutain stretches for tens
kilometers from northeast to southwest. Located at the foot of the mountain, the building is regarded
as a landmark grows out of the juncture of local natural environment and city life, demonstrating

cultural heritage and future lifestyle.
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Form Deduced from Natural Elements
The overall plan and elevations of the building are projected by the external shape of the |

and the land contour. When comes to this individual building block, the architects began tv carry vue
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morphological shape of the building is a figurative representation of the existing mountain. The steel
structure with rigid deflection of the whole building implicitly reveals the beauty of the power in earth.
The project seems to be squeezed out of the ground by natural forces underneath the crust, which is
an abstract expression of the three-dimensional profile of the geological space. With a whole coverage
of green plants over the roof, the building is like a natural mountain exists on the site. The architects

slightly uncover the ground to spontaneously reveal the space.
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A Grand Section of the Environment, Carrier of Natural Elements
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when the intervention is dramatically reshaping the stie. Without a clear boundary between the inside
and outside, neither the roof and ground, it is hard to tell the building but a part of the environment. In

the winter, temperature can be felt from the building cover with snow. In the summer night, sound of

insects can be hear from green shadows of mountains.
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Tangible Architecture, Invisible Border

As a part of the endless nature, boundary of the building is the random moment when wa
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Landscape Step as the Entry

Landscape step of the empty square facing the roof over the road is the second pathway, leading to the

same dome space.

Roof as the Entry
The roof over the municipal road is also a footbridge connecting the north and south plots, walking

over which to enjoy the view of distant mountains and entering the dome.

Big Space under the Dome

A large public platform and double-height space perpendicular to the dome is formed by

intersection of two shells. one is the functional snace of the buildine and the other is the orev space.
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Usability Lies in Its Non-being

This building is completed by the nature itself by empowering the architects to reshape and form the
space under a shell. It is saying in the ‘Dao De Jing’ of Laozi that, ‘When moulding clay to make a
vessel, the void inside makes it useful. When chiseling out windows and doors to make a room, the
void inside makes it a living space.” This is a high-level architectural philosophy that architecture is
born and became a carrier at the moment when it is unused and empty. The shell of this building
‘spontaneously’ created by itself is ‘unconsciously’ filled with unexpected natural elements, which

surprisingly reshapes the environment.
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An Exhibition of Natural Reflection after the Rain

The semicircular opening on the shell is like a window to the distant mountains, which could be

completed by reflection of the rain falling on the platform.

Silhouette of the Place
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Open Theater
Boundaries of the sunken theater are the walls shaped like the section of mountains. There will be

outdoor performances held here in the future.

Sunken Space
The visual extinction point of the theater is the sinking water under the double-height space under the
dome, where the natural rain is collected. When the rain is drained and water disappears, it can also

serve as a small stage for performances.
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Section of the Crust
The shell of building is shaped as the distant mountains, while the space underneath is cr

movement of tectonic plates. In between the shell and sunken space, there is a large open prawviin
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The Wormhole

The continuous outdoor circulation over the whole building roof starts from the bridge crossing the
road on the north side to the platform under the dome, and continues to the wormhole at the
southwest corner. It is not only an independent but complete path, but also the boundary of indoor
and outdoor. The geological space is deduced from a simulation of the dynamic trace of a worm
wiggling in the soil, so as the circulation and boundary. Responding to another philosophical meaning
of the word ‘wormhole’, this route starts from the ground level to the roof, and finally back to the

outdoor ground through the wormhole.
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A Square Box as the Start and End

Aviewing box is straightforwardly inserted into the curvy outline of this building, which is the only
touch done by the architects. It vertically connects the space inside and provides a direct view towards
the mountains. The architects tried to hide their existence through the design, except in the last
dialogue with the mountains, playing a completely different role with the nature. This is the start and
the end, which goes back to the first question at the beginning of design: what is the relationship

between human beings and the nature? Let's leave this 10% of controversy.
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Indian studio Samira Rathod Design Atelier has completed a house in Bharuch with inward-facing windows and courtyards that draw breezes through
the building to keep it cool during the hot summer months.

The studio headed by architect Samira Rathod designed Cool House as a direct response to the context, geography and climate of its site in Bharuch, a
city in Gujarat in western India with an extremely hot and arid summer climate.
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The home is located in Bharuch, India
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Windows were organised to draw in cool air to the home

"The house is designed like a box, rather inward-looking with windows that are strategic to bring in the cool breeze and diffuse the sharp light,”
explained Rathod.

"The south facade is kept fairly dead and the wind is allowed to pass from the southwest courtyards and escape from the northeast courtyard ventilating
the entire house.”
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Courtyards were placed within the walls of the home
One of the courtyards contains a shallow pool that cools the warm breezes before they enter the house. The wall lining this space incorporates a
traditional perforated screen called a jali that filters the light and air that passes through.

A second courtyard on the opposite side of the house contains trees on the first floor that provide views of greenery from inside the living spaces.
Windows on the upper floor look onto the canopies of other trees nearby.
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The house’s external walls are intentionally thick to protect the interior from heat. One half is painted black while the other is clad in custom small

bricks, helping to emphasise the building’s division into two distinct volumes.

Thick external walls protect the home from heat
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The interior has a textural finish

Living areas and bedrooms were arranged around the courtyards on the first floor. A lounge in the northern corner is flanked on two sides by sheltered
outdoor spaces.
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Living areas were arranged around the courtyards

Rathod founded her studio in 2000 after working for the California firm of Don Wald and Associates as well as Ratan Batilboi in India.

The office adopts a playful and eclectic approach to its projects, which have included an experimental concrete house in the town of Alibag, and a school
building in Gujarat featuring irregular vaulted roofs that take their shapes from children’s drawings.

The photography is by Niveditaa Gupta.

Read more: Residential | Houses | India | Indian houses | Samira Rathod | Architecture
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Saudi Arabia unveils plans for octagonal floating port city in Neom
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Saudi Arabia has revealed plans to build the Oxagon port and logistics hub, which would be the "world’s largest floating structure”, as part of the Neom
development.

Set to be one of 10 regions within the Neom development in the northeast of Saudi Arabia, Oxagon will become a port city on the Red Sea, designed to
take advantage of shipping travelling through the Suez Canal.
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"Oxagon will be the catalyst for economic growth and diversity in Neom and the Kingdom, further meeting our ambitions under Vision 2030,” said
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman.

"Oxagon will contribute to redefining the world’s approach to industrial development in the future, protecting the environment while creating jobs and
growth for Neom. It will contribute to Saudi Arabia’s regional trade and commerce and support creating a new focal point for global trade flows.”

Read:
Architecture studios "benefiting" from alleged human rights violations at Neom

Oxagon will feature in the controversial Neom development alongside a luxury island designed by Luca Dini Design and Architecture, a ski
resort designed by Zaha Hadid Architects, UNStudio, Aedas, LAVA and Bureau Proberts and a 170-kilometre-long city named The Line.

Designed by US studio Morphosis, The Line is a mirror-clad skyscraper city for nine million people that has been criticised for its sustainability and
human rights impacts.

Earlier this year experts told Dezeen that the project’s sustainability and liveability claims were "naive”, while human rights organisation ALQST
reported that three members of the Huwaitat tribe who are believed to have criticised displacements connected to Neom had been sentenced to death.

Following the news, Amnesty International’s Peter Frankental told Dezeen in an interview that the architecture studios designing Neom were facing a
"moral dilemma” and should "think twice” about their continuing involvement in the project.

The visuals are courtesy of Neom.
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into the ocean...
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Haseeb Haider A Jell -
® 14 hours ago

Japan built a floating airport too.

0 0 *° Reply ° Share»
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