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of other buildings have been found to have combustible materials on their walls or other serious
fire safety issues. In a country with a longstanding reliance on telling people in burning buildings to
"stay put” due to an inherent faith that the structure will contain the blaze, this is a major problem.

Untold numbers of people - likely in the tens or even hundreds of thousands - are suffering the
financial and emotional consequences of living in homes that were built using unsuitable materials.
Despite years of trying, the government has not been able to resolve the issue.

"Whenever I speak to an architect, I am counting down until I hear the same thing’

Whenever I speak to an architect about the situation, I am counting down in my head until I hear
the same thing. A sage shake of the head and then a rhetorical question: "Well, do you know what
the real problem is?” The answer: "design and build” contracts, which remove control from the
architect on a project and place it in the hands of the lead contractor.

The logic is that designs are downgraded and materials switched by profit-hungry contractors with
an eye on their margin. And this, if many, many architects are to be believed, is the root of all evil in
the construction sector. Were we to put architects in a position of more influence, the problems
would simply melt away.

The problem is, though, that this argument does not withstand contact with the reality of the
building safety crisis.

Read:

Architecture education has "shifted away" from fire safety,
experts say on Grenfell anniversary

Take Grenfell Tower. The public inquiry into the 2017 fire at this west London housing block that
claimed 72 lives has recently concluded. It pulled apart, in forensic detail over two-and-a-half years,
the construction job on a refurbishment project completed shortly before the blaze.

Like most UK public sector projects, Grenfell was made a design and build job after it was tendered
in 2014, with Rydon coming on as lead contractor. Along with the client, Kensington and Chelsea
Tenant Management Organisation (KCTMO), Rydon did then make the fateful decision to switch to
a cheaper cladding panel in order to reduce cost. That cladding panel has been identified as the
"primary cause” of the rapid flame spread up Grenfell Tower.

So far, so in keeping with the theory about design and build. But this is only a small part of the story.
In the case of Grenfell Tower, the primary way in which the cladding system designs were non-
compliant with building regulations was that they used combustible insulation panelsin a
combination which had never been tested or approved.

'Like most UK public sector projects, Grenfell was made a design and build job’
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checked whether or not 1ts fire pertormance made 1t suitable 10or a high-rise building. 5oth had seen
it used on other jobs in the past and the architects had some loose, confused ideas about how plastic
insulation "chars rather than burns” in the event of fire.

The inquiry has revealed that the manufacturer marketed this insulation product misleadingly for
high-rise buildings, but that does not excuse the architects. They made the decision to use it before
the misleading marketing was even released.

Read:

Senior politician denies deregulation agenda caused failure
to review building codes before Grenfell

And while Bruce Sounes, the lead architect on the project, specified non-combustible zinc cladding,
this had nothing to do with fire and everything to do with aesthetics. When he prepared the NBS
specification for the job to be tendered, he included as an alternative the highly combustible
aluminium composite material (ACM) that was ultimately used.

He had been nudged towards this product by the cladding sub-contractor and a salesperson for
Arconic, the firm that sold it. But he made the decision without any checks into its fire
performance. While it came with a certificate that suggested it had a Class O rating (the minimum
required in building guidance), the fact that it had been linked to fires around the world was hardly
atrade secret.

In fact, Sounes selected the cladding products with no thought to complying with the guidance. He
did not even check to see what compliance involved, assuming without checking that such checks
would be carried out by specialist sub-contractors or building control later on in the project. Asked
at the inquiry about his role, he repeatedly said that his job was merely to ensure "architectural
intent”, not safety or compliance.

"Understanding how to reform the industry requires everyone in construction to look
critically at their own role’

All of these factors led lawyers acting for the bereaved and survivors to include the architects in a
"primary” group of those responsible for the choice of the dangerous cladding in a "rogue’s gallery”
presented as part of their closing statement to the inquiry. The contractors, sub-contractors and
building control, for all their failures, made the secondary group.

This evidence should give architects pause for thought before asserting that the problem lies with
design and build contracting, or that simply putting architects in charge would be an immediate
solution to our problems.

The truth that the Grenfell Tower Inquiry has presented is deeper and more sinister than that. It
showed a construction sector that failed at every level: architects, clients, lead contractors, sub-
contractors, consultants, building control, the messy web of companies which made, tested and
sold the cladding products and the government department which wrote the regulations.
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At each layer, there was a failure to properly consider compliance and safety and a lazy assumption
that this responsibility lay with someone else in the chain. In the event, with everyone looking
elsewhere this responsibility sat nowhere and safety simply fell by the wayside — a secondary
concern to thermal efficiency, aesthetics and (above all else) cost.

Understanding how to reform the industry requires everyone in construction to look critically at
their own role - not outside to others. In fact, that is precisely the attitude which led us here in the
first place.

So no, putting architects in control will not, by itself, solve the problems that gave us the building
safety crisis. At least not until architects, along with the rest of the industry, are able to face
honestly the mistakes that led us here.

Peter Apps is deputy editor at Inside Housing and the author of the recently released book Show
Me The Bodies: How We Let Grenfell Happen, published by Oneworld Publications.

The photography is by Nat Barker.

Read more: Architecture | London | UK | England | Grenfell Tower fire | Opinion
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apsco radiales - 20 hours ago - edited

Construction or method of building has changed dramatically over the last century or two. It is
impossible for any architect to know everything about materials and methods that go into well
built, and safe structures.

Architects depend greatly on testing companies (ULI, ULC, FM......), manufacturers
themselves, government organisations like we have in Canada such as CMHC...
Building codes play a huge part.

Architects do not have their private testing labs to know whether any one material is highly
flammable or not or whether it will poison you or not while it burns.

There are also the contractors who tell us whether any one material or construction is
practicable and economically viable. Life has gotten a lot more complicated since we stopped
climbing the trees.
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OMA's Expansion and Renovation Project of the Buffalo AKG Art
Museum Will Open in May 2023

Written by Christele Harrouk

about 23 hours ago ~ Share

The Buffalo AKG Art Museum (formerly known as the Albright-Knox Art Gallery) has announced that it will
welcome its first visitors on the 25th of May, 2023. Revamped and expanded, the new campus designed by
OMA/Shohei Shigematsu in collaboration with Cooper Robertson features “new work of signature

architecture, the Jeffrey E. Gundlach building, and extensive renovation to existing buildings”.
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Designed with substantial input from communities throughout Western New York and the museum’s
leadership, the campus, envisioned by OMA/Shohei Shigematsu in collaboration with Cooper Robertson,
stretches “alongside the city’s beloved Frederick Law Olmsted- designed Delaware Park”. The inclusive,
interactive, and porous campus comprises 50,000 square feet of exhibition space, five studio classrooms,

an interior community gathering space, and more than half an acre of new public green space.

Located on the north side of the plot, the Jeffrey E. Gundlach Building adds more than 30,000 square feet of
space for the display of special exhibitions. On the other hand, the Gundlach Building inverts “the
traditional model of the art museum as an opaque facility and creating tremendous porosity b

interior and exterior”. The structure generates highly flexible exhibition spaces to present contemporary
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both edifices in question.

Related Article

OMA Selected for Buffalo's Albright-Knox Art Gallery Expansion

Other existing buildings on site received many updates and improvements such as the neoclassical Wilmers
Building which got a new roof for example, and the Seymour H. Knox Building, designed by Gordon
Bunshaft and completed in 1962 that will feature a 2,000-square-foot gallery, five classroom studios, a 350-

seat auditorium, and a new restaurant.
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¢ It has been amazing to witness our collective vision for the Buffalo AKG take
shape in such a culturally and historically significant campus and city, [...] The
project was designed to connect art, nature, and people by providing new links
of access and radical transparency, and we’re excited to see the campus come

to life as it welcomes new activities and dialogues with global and local

.. . . »
communities.-- Shohei Shigematsu, Partner, OMA New York.
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As part of a vision to regenerate Western New York, Governor Kathy Hochul explains that “the Buffalo AKG
Art Museum expansion is a transformative project that will provide a significant boost to Buffalo’s future.”
Managing to raise approximately $195 million for the construction and $35 million for operating
endowment funds, the project was responsible for what soon became the largest fundraising campaign for

a cultural institution in the history of Western New York.
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¢ “The vision for this project is to create a museum that can serve as a platform
for human expression and a cultural resource for everyone in our community
[...] The leadership of the Buffalo AKG is constantly evaluating the role of the

museum in today’s rapidly changing world and how best to contribute and
2

partner with others for the public good.”-- Board President Alice Jacobs.
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SANAA'’s Sydney Modern opens to the public this weekend

SANAA aimed for the extension, which is set in a prominent location on a hillside overlooking
Sydney Harbour’s Woolloomooloo Bay, to act in harmony with the scenic location.

"We aim to design an art museum building that is harmonious with its surroundings, one that
breathes with the city, the park and the harbour,” said SANAA principals Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue
Nishizawa.
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The gallery overlooks Sydney Harbour

The building contains 7,000 square metres of gallery space — almost doubling the exhibition area
for the Art Gallery of New South Wales.

It comprises a cluster of interlocked, rectilinear pavilions grouped around a large, glass-walled
atrium at the building’s centre that reaches over eleven metres at the highest point and has views
across the harbour.
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Meanwhile, on the upper levels, glass walls were placed to create views across the Royal Botanic
Gardens and Sydney Harbour. On top and between the pavilions are a total of 3,400 square metres
of courtyards and rooftop terraces, which will be used to host various art installations.

It is arranged around a central atrium

The extension contains a range of large spaces for displaying art, with a gallery dedicated to
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art placed on the entrance level.

There are four more galleries, including two that are each over 1,000 square metres with 5.5-metre-
high ceilings, located at the lower levels. The building also contains a range of smaller exhibition
areas, learning studios for children and school groups and a dedicated studio for creating
multimedia works.

Read:

SANAA to reconstruct Moscow's Hexagon pavilion for
Garage Museum

"Our vision has been to transform the Art Gallery into an art museum campus with seamless
connections between art, architecture and landscape,” said director of Art Gallery of New South
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The unique underground space has seven-metre-high ceilings and will be used for large-scale, site-
specific commissions.
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The Tank will be used for large installations. Photo is by Art Gallery of New South Wales, Jenni
Carter
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Sydney Vodern 1S Japanese architecture studio >ANAA'S IIr'St project In Australia. Founded by
Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa in 1995, the Tokyo-based firm was recently named winner of
2022 Praemium Imperiale for architecture.

The firm is known for designing various international museum projects including a cloud-like
structure for Shenzhen Maritime Museum. Other recent projects by SANAA include a perforated
metal-clad campus for Milan’s Bocconi University.

The photography is by Iwan Baan unless stated otherwise.

Read more: Architecture | Australia | SANAA | Sydney| Museums | Galleries | Cultural |
Sydney Modern | Instagram
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Will Alsop’s upside-down-boat cafe becomes Denise Scott Brown makes plea to abandon
British Isles’ "youngest listed building” "destructive” revamp of National Gallery
extension

Herzog & de Meuron unveils plans to add two Ten architectural attractions in Qatar designed
towers to Liverpool Street station ahead of the 2022 World Cup
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Brick extension opens rural Dutch home out The Broad "doesn’t feel like a traditional
towards a forested garden museum” says Elizabeth Diller
Comments
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Big Brother - 16 hours ago * edited

And be honest, it's a really very ugly and discordant composition. How can anyone with a
trained eye not think so? Or with an untrained one for that matter. No rhythm, no scale, no
music.

2 A~ | V1. Reply ¢ Share»

Big Brother - 16 hours ago

Having lived in Lausanne with Sanaas fantastic EPFL building, I can tell you they are capable
of fine work. This is not one of them.

3~ V1. Reply « Share>

Big Brother - 16 hours ago
And no negative comments allowed it seems.
1~ | v 1. Reply ¢ Share>

Dezeen A Big Brother 16 hours ago
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No Passive design. No human scale. No suitable gallery space - have to install curtains to block
out Australian Sun. No concept, no metaphor. No lessons from Kahn or Moneo on how to light
indirectly gallery space. No reference to region. Nor understanding of Kenneth Framptons
critical regionalism. No metaphor. No response to Australian context, climate, vernacular, nor
to local buildings, even by contrast. Hard to clean. Hard to keep cool. Expensive to maintain.

2 A~ | V1. Reply ¢ Share»

Big Brother ¢ 17 hours ago * edited

The worst building SAANA has ever done. Appalling conceptual mess. Environmental disaster,
no passive design techniques, just expensive technology. Insane glass roof out front, good for
northern Europe or Japan but outrageous in OZ.

Weird treated glass creates odd colour inside but needed to keep out sun. Designed on CAD so
without proper human scale. No lessons learnt from Kahn as to how to light a gallery, so large
parts are unusable unless they draw the curtains they were installed yesterday. No relation to
context. International Style that Kenneth Frampton hates. Spending as much money as
possible, so much that the government cannot admit any criticism, because it will reflect badly
on them politically. So Elizabeth Farrelly and other proper critics have been kept silent. And
the level of architectural criticism in Australia is zero. It is an aboslute shocker.

1~ | v 1. Reply ¢ Share>

johannes - 19 hours ago - edited

Very nice project, I wish I could visit it in person and experience the interlocking of spaces.
Well done Sanaa.

1.~ Vv . Reply - Share>

johannes - 19 hours ago * edited
Very nice project. Would love to experience it in person. Well done Sanaa.
1~ | Vv o Reply  Share>

apsco radiales - 20 hours ago - edited

I wonder if SANAA were to design the Colosseum in Rome whether it would look like the
Colosseum we see today. I reckon it would be like mumbo-jumbo, disorganised, flying-all-
over-the-place mess that this building is. Actually, this one is not even one building, it's a
whole number of individual projects designed by a large committee who never spoke to each
other.

SANAA is capable of doing fine work. This one is a bloody mess from top to bottom. Demolish
it, and start again! WTF were they thinking? That their marketing department will explain the
mess?

2~ | v 2. Reply ¢ Share»

Miles Teg - a day ago - edited

Do the surroundings know that this building is attempting to be harmonious with it? Because

v e
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surprisingly, the design composition is still worthy of mention.
~ | Vv . Reply - Share>

Puzzello - 2 days ago « edited

The same negative responses were fired at the Sydney opera house at its initial opening. This
building is more about circulation and experience. You don't hire SAANA to make a form-
based landmark.

3~ | v ¢ Reply ¢ Share»

Big Brother ” Puzzello « 17 hours ago « edited

It is not possible to appreciate the opera house and not HATE this building. They are
diametrically opposed in quality and concept. This mess has no unifying anything. No
concept, no sculptural form. And doesn't work.

1~ | v 1. Reply ¢ Share>

apsco radiales # Puzzello 20 hours ago « edited

Sidney Opera House is worthy of a trip to Australia if one could afford a flight ticket.
This, I would avoid even if someone bought a ticket for me. Can't imagine mentioning

1.~ | v 2. Reply » Share>

JZ A Puzzello « a day ago - edited

I understand your first part of the argument. Yes, we're all judging on limited resources
(uh, plans and sections, Dezeen!) and the peanut gallery is never going to ensure the
success or popularity of a new building. But I disagree that SANAA isn't strong form.

Many (if not most) of their works are much more object-oriented than this one. That
doesn't mean they don't address spatial nuances well, just that they usually try and
cohere the various building dynamics into one, singular gesture which seems to be
absent with this project.

2~ | Vv . Reply - Share >

Howard Cosell # JZ ¢ 19 hours ago

»

A~ | v < Reply ¢ Share»

jb - 2 days ago
Art gallery of the year award 1935.
A~ | v « Reply ¢ Share»

Sublime - 2 days ago - edited
I love how this cascades down the slope; reminiscent of Hans Hollein's Abteiberg Museum in
this regard, and how the complexity of the whole is formed from simple interconnected and

overlapping volumes. However, the scale and composition appear clumsy. Too many buildings
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It almost has a sense of the Getty Museum from Woolloomooloo's viewpoint because of its
raised position. The works have also improved the existing NSW Art Gallery forecourt with
new reflection ponds by Gustafson Porter as well as improved landscaping and
pedestrianisation. The old museum has also been refurbished and reconfigured in areas
because of the new building. Overall a very welcome addition to Sydney's cultural scene.

2 A~ Vv . Reply ¢ Share»

HeywoodFloyd - 2 days ago

I like this, rational yet expressive at the same time, an interesting formal experiment. Nice
work.

3~ | v ¢ Reply ¢ Share»

LutherBlissett - 2 days ago - edited

Sanaa's production is always controversial imho, not fully provocative, not fully innovative.
But one fact must always be remembered (and many commentators forget it, myself included):
it's absolutely impossible to really understand architecture just by observing a few images on
the internet.

1~ | Vv . Reply « Share>

apsco radiales 2 LutherBlissett » 20 hours ago « edited

Usually, you need to see the programme to fully understand the intent of any one
building. It's a brief describing what is needed to successfully complete any building be
that a house or a large hospital, and everything in between. This one, on the other
hand, is a POS thing. Can't even call it "a" building. It's been a while since I have seen a
disaster like this.

A | v 1. Reply ¢ Share>

LutherBlissett # apsco radiales « 19 hours ago ¢ edited

I get it. But personally speaking, I don't know this project and I didn't view the
drawings either. Then I really can't afford such rude critics based on literally
four pics. You could say the same for the Guggenheim of Bilbao if you only take
some picture as an element of evaluation.

1~ | Vv . Reply « Share>

AlfredHitchcock - 2 days ago - edited

There's a lot going on here. Without floor plans and section drawings, it's impossible to
understand how legible and logical it is. It could be a jumbled, confusing mess or it could be a
work of genius.

A VvV .« Reply ¢ Share>»

WYRIWYG - 2 days ago ¢ edited
The problem with projects like this is that we're reacting to specific images intended to evoke a
sense of space and others where we're given some sense of scale but I often find it requires
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So I'm curious how these spaces will succeed in serving the art and museum goals over time. I
suspect that they may end up more as interactive gallerias where people pass through, engage
in art-adjacent activities and lingering just to enjoy the large gallery spaces vs. the traditional
activity of quietly sitting and observing static artworks while whispering thoughts to your
mates.

A Vv . Reply ¢ Share>»

obae - 2 days ago « edited

This is beautiful! To prevent direct sunlight on artworks, almost all gallery spaces in museums
feel like claustrophobic boxes disconnected from their immediate surroundings. I therefore
especially enjoyed their thoughtful spatial arrangements. You still have natural lights filling
the space from the ground level while you are inside the lower level gallery, but the sunlight
never directly hit the paintings.

1~ | v . Reply ¢ Share»

JZ - 2 days ago
This makes SANAA look like they want to be an OMA knockoff.
A~ | V1. Reply - Share>

apsco radiales - 2 days ago - edited

The building is not harmonious with itself, never mind with its surroundings. There are
shapes, there are planes, there are massings, there are things flying all over the place.

Where is the harmony? This looks to be designed by 10 different firms or at least ten different
architects at SANAA without ever talking to each other.

And why such vast empty spaces? What is to be gained by raising the roof 100 feet up in the
air, and having a very small bridge/floor plate under it? I thought such stupid architecture was
reserved only for airports. If the client was wise, they would demolish this thing, then start
again, maybe by using a different architect.

1~ | v 1. Reply « Share>

Ken Steffes - 2 days ago - edited

I am not sure right angles are ever "harmonious" with nature but at the same time, this is a
very visually appealing structure.
1~ | v 1. Reply ¢ Share>

Peter Wilson - 2 days ago - edited
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Text description provided by the architects. Zibo OCT Art Center, an introverted experimental work, is in an
open area far away from the city. Its architectural form is conceived from the traditional Chinese

academy-“Heyuan”, a central courtyard surrounded by several houses.
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This porous, eaves-out, and ring-shaped building with a huge roof overhang is related to the local culture
and responds to the specific climate. It also highlights the publicity of the building. Under the environment

of shade and rain, people can also do semi-outdoor activities.
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The central courtyard, a void space, can be transformed into a gathering space, especially for the opening
of the exhibition. When it’s a rainy day, semi-outdoor activities are permitted in the corridor. The building is

a sponge-like porous building, which can accommodate many people, create a lot of shadows, achieve
shading and shelter from the rain, etc.
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The architecture is simple and relatively rough with its material characteristics, such as concrete roofs,
masonry stone walls, and so on. The hyperboloid roof sags due to gravity in nature, which also brings good
tension to space. Although people are in a seemingly rectangular and simple space, due to the change of

the roof, the homogeneous space becomes very tense.
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Some places will be tight, and some will be loose, reflecting the sense of movement and strength of the
building. The roof is made of rough fair-faced concrete poured on-site. The method of laying the walls is

based on local rough masonry stone walls commonly used by locals, which is characteristic of northern

China, especially in Shandong Province.
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The creative thinking of Zibo OCT Art Center is a profound experiment focusing on structural form and
tectonic expressiveness. Like all the past works, it has always been fascinating to explore column-free,
horizontally extended structural forms and tectonic expressiveness while shaping porous, sponee

architecture with a wandering experience.
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