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Mexican studio Taller de Arquitectura X has designed Hotel Terrestre, a sprawling series of villas in
the coastal city of Puerto Escondido, Mexico, that runs on solar power.

Mexico City-based Taller de Arquitectura X (TAX), headed by architect Alberto Kalach, designed
Hotel Terrestre to be a serene travel destination that utilises only solar power and has a minimal
impact on the local ecology.
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Above: Hotel Terrestre is located in Puerto Escondido. Photo by Jaime Navarro. Top image: the
hotel comprises 14 villas. Photo by Fabian Martinez

Made with concrete and white mud bricks made by hand in Puebla, Mexico, the hotel features 14
villas spread along the coast outside the beach city of Puerto Escondido and is part of the Grupo
Habita collection of hotels.

The structure of the hotel, which has been shortlisted for the hospitality building category of

Dezeen Awards 2022, was conceived as a series of villas oriented in a linear fashion parallel to the
beach.
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The villas each have a rooftop and garden. Photo by Tom de Peyret

According to the studio, the geometry of the design and the way it is embedded in the landscape
gives it the appearance of being ancient.

"The buildings are embedded in the landscape as if they have been there for hundreds of years,” said
TAX. "A certain notion of antiquity, but also of futurism, characterizes the architecture.”
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The property includes additional structures such as a bathing pool and Hamman spa. Photo by
Jaime Navarro

Because of the remote location north of Puerto Escondido proper, the studio decided to create an
energy program that relies solely on solar panels.

”A complex energy load study was done to install the system throughout the hotel,” said the studio.
"We gradually understood how many panels and how many batteries we needed.”
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Concrete and mud bricks were used for the structure. Photo by Tom de Peyret

In order to optimise energy use, the hotel runs on a specific schedule for electronics such as pool
equipment and relies on motion sensors for interior lights to help it consume less energy.

Each of the rooms in the hotel has its own garden, outdoor shower, rooftop and swimming pool to
maximise views of the ocean and of the Sierra de Oaxaca mountain range.
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A shared lap pool, a beach club and a sculptural Hamman spa are spread out around the villas.
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A large outdoor shower is near the spa. Photo by Tom de Peyret
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Dy Mexican archnitect Uscar HHagerman was used 1n the rooms.

Read:

Arched volumes define Casona Sforza resort in Mexico by
Alberto Kalach

According to TAX, the hotel was built to have a minimal impact on the site’s ecology.
"The project was designed so that the existing vegetation would remain the same,” said TAX.

"It was built in areas where there were no trees or plants. What already existed was respected 100
per cent, and planting work was done in the areas that were most naturally empty.”

\

Simple interiors prioritize the structural elements and exterior views. Photo by Tom de Peyret
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historic structure.

Read more: Architecture | Solar power | Mexico | Hotels | Puerto Escondido | Oaxaca |
Taller de Arquitectura X
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Architect 1 - a day ago « edited

I find it horrible. It doesn't feel like a home, but rather an abandoned factory with beds. No
sight of toilet or any water other than the pool. Too much emphasise on the view and null on
the living conditions where, for example, everyone knows it's full of mosquitos.
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JZ - 2 days ago ° edited

Stylized photographs aside, this is so rich with light, shadow and textures. Would love an
overall site plan or composite floor plan showing how all the buildings relate.
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Don Bronkema - 2 days ago - edited
Colorless but spare and utile.
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apsco radiales - 2 days ago - edited
I like it! The craftsmanship is amazing.
1.~ | v . Reply ¢ Share»
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MIXED USE ARCHITECTURE, ADAPTIVE REUSE - LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

828 Architects: WilkinsonEyre

Year: 2022

Photographs : Peter Landers, Jason Hawkes, Hufton+Crow, John Sturrock, Backdrop Productions
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Text description provided by the architects. The designs of new and restored features are consistent with
and sympathetic to Sir Giles Gilbert Scott’s masterpiece, with the chimneys and turbine halls remaining the

dominant features of the building.
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the unobstructed turbine halls which have become retail galleries.
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around rooftop garden squares above the Boiler House and Turbine Halls.

History. Originally designed in the 1930s by the UK’s renowned architect, Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, Battersea
Power Station historically provided one-fifth of London’s electricity, supplying some of the capital’s most
recognizable landmarks including the Houses of Parliament and Buckingham Palace, before being
decommissioned in 1983. It’s best known for featuring on the cover of Pink Floyd’s 1977 album Animals, on

which it was photographed with the group’s inflatable pig floating between the chimneys.
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Residential. The residential elements are a mixture of new build apartments and villas, and conversion
units located within the existing fabric of the Power Station. The accommodation occupies both Switch

House West and Switch House East, on either side of the Power Station, as well as centrally on
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Residents of the converted Switch House homes enter the building through landscaped piazzas at ground
level, while the Boiler House villas are accessed via a glass lift between the structural girders of the former
wash towers, the iconic chimneys visible above. The properties have a variety of layouts and sizes
depending on their location in the building, responding organically to this unique address. Battersea

welcomed its first residents in May 2021.

Retail. By opening up the magnificently restored Turbine Halls to the public for the first time, the power
station has become one of London's most exciting retail destinations. Through the preservation of the
existing fabric and finishes, the major volumes within the building are now exploited to the best advantage.
Spanning over three levels of specially designed galleries, a wide array of restaurants, shops, and event

spaces create a vibrant and positive atmosphere throughout the day.
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new all-day bar concept, where patrons will be able to get up close to the original dials and controls.

The Power Station will be host to a number of entertainment venues cementing its position as one of

London’s go-to leisure destinations, including the Cinema at the Power Station.

Office. Set across six floors within the upper Boiler House, the office space is attracting the cream of
international creative tenants interested in new ways of working, open-plan spaces, and an industrial

aesthetic. Apple are the largest tenant occupying more than 46,000m? across six floors.

An enormous atrium at the heart of the space, together with others at the north and south entrances, filters

light to all office floors while allowing views of the chimneys above.
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Chimney Lift. Lift 109 is a glazed elevator car experience that carries visitors up to the top of the building’s
50m northwest chimney. Carrying up to 30 passengers, it will emerge 109m above the ground, to reveal
360-degree views across London. The attraction will be open to the public as well as be available for private

events; the experience is rounded off with an exhibition on the Power Station’s history in Turbine Hall A.
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Project location
Address: Circus Rd W, Nine Elms, London SW8 5BN, United Kingdom
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Jon Astbury | 18 October 2022
4 comments

London studio Crawshaw Architects has transformed a former cow shed in Dorset into a library
and office, organised around a wooden, barrel-vaulted arcade that references the client’s collection
of books on classical Palladian architecture.

The Stanbridge Mill Library, which has been shortlisted in the civic and cultural interiors category
of Dezeen Awards 2022, occupies one of several outbuildings of a Georgian farmhouse on a grade
II-listed farm.
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Crawshaw Architects has overhauled a former cow shed in Dorset
The narrow, gabled brick shed was originally built to house Standbridge Mill Farm’s cows but had
stood neglected for over forty years, used as storage for gardening equipment and farm machinery.

Looking to give the building a new purpose while maintaining its existing character, Crawshaw
Architects made only small structural interventions, replacing two of its original roof trusses with
portal frames that open up the interior.
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The studio has transformed it into a library and office

"While a decisive transformation of the interior was called for, we felt that the original use of the
building needed to be part of the story,” explained the studio.
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"The high nave and pair of aisles are in the form of a classical library, but are set out in the register
of the original building using the materials and construction techniques of traditional farm
carpentry and metalwork,” explained Crawshaw Architects.

The office occupies the northern end of the building

"The vault, columns, shelves, tables and seating are made of the same solid oak planks and sections,
deliberately selected to show knots and natural blemishes,” the studio continued.

Desks are organised to take advantage of light from the windows and are illuminated at night by
large pendants suspended from the vault.

Read:
Steimle Architekten transforms traditional German barn
into Kressbronn Library

The office space occupies the northern end of the building underneath an original roof truss, which
is separated from the library by an arched glass door and windows that frame views through the
nave and aisles.
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Another project on the shortlist is the interior of F51 Skate Park in Folkestone by Hollaway Studio,
which won the public vote for the same category.

The photography is by Ingrid Rasmussen.

Project credits:

Architect: Crawshaw Architects

Design team: Pandora Dourmisi, Aidan Crawshaw
Structural engineer: Hardman Structural Engineers
Contractor: CanDo Constructions ltd
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HeywoodFloyd ¢ 14 hours ago

It is nicely detailed, and the material palette is elegant, but
spatially it's a bit too cluttered. The half-round arch lowers
the ceiling too much in my opinion, and the additional
supports compromise the space. I suppose if the idea was to
create a more intimate spatial experience that they have
succeeded, I'm just not sure how strong an original idea that
really is.

A~ | Vv < Reply - Share>

tony365 ° 2 days ago © edited

What a little jewel of a cow shed. They got everything right.
It's proper design. One holistic, lovely, serene creation.

A~ | Vv .« Reply - Share>

Walter Astor - 2 days ago
A simple work of understated elegance. Well done.
A~ | Vv < Reply ¢ Share»

Ann Jones ¢ 2 days ago * edited
Lovely.
A~ | Vv < Reply ¢ Share»

Joaquin - 2 days ago

Great adaptive reuse project of an old structure. The plan and
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2 Senior landscape architect/landscape project manager at The Royal Parks

3 Architectural assistant Part 1 at Serie Architects
4 Intermediate lighting designer at Elektra Lighting Design

5 Senior project architect at O’'Donnell + Tuomey
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Palafita do Curral / Studio 126 Arquitetura

Curated by Susanna Moreira A Share

HOUSE INTERIORS - MANGABEIRAS, BRAZIL
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Architects: Studio 126 Arquitetura
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] Area: 1184 ft?

Year: 2022

Photographs: NY 18

2 Manufacturers: 31 MOBILIARIO, A de arte, AM Galeria, Deca, Duratex, Ecogranito, Marie Camille;,

Portinari, Tintas Coral, Trousseau

Lead Architects : Evandro Melato e Pabricio Amaral
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The landscape as part of the place, of those who inhabit it, as far as the eye can see. The “Palafita do
Curral” environment, which marks the second participation of Studio 126 Arquitetura at CASACOR/ Minas

Gerais, it frames the Serra do Curral hills just ahead as a sensitive point of everyday life. But not only that.

Architecture needs to stand its ground in the face of contemporary issues. The science that deals with the
body's relationship with the Earth go far beyond designing spaces to be filled with by people. “**

understand the places, the importance of preservation that directly impacts the context of the
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With the graces and protection of the archangel Michael, a sculpture carved by the artist Osmundo Teixeira
from Bahia, the duo invites you to experience the 90 square meter room with body and soul, insnired hv the

concept of “Pelespirito” from Zélia Duncan’s new album.
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The environment is a way of approaching the issue from the architecture built with a direct view of the back
of the hills. As a way of making people aware of the importance of preserving the natural public heritage

that belongs to history, life, and memory of everyone, including other existences, with no exception.
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“We were inspired by this concept of the singer's work, the Pelespirito for telling us about what is between
the skin and the spirit being a passage of spiritual evolution which we carry in the body’, explain the
professionals.

The gallery formed by mobile fragments of the Baroque saint ties the narrative with an interesting play of
light, shadow, movement, and meanings. The pieces of the sculpture represent the passages of our history
which together make us whole as well as the pieces of the sculpture making up the whole of the Archangel.
The subjective dimension encompassed by time, space and connection with everything, and everyone

around portrays our Infinito Particular, theme of this year's show.
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Inside and out, and between

“Supported by stilts, a construction method common in tropical regions, the suite floats on the

mountainous ground of Palacio das Mangabeiras where the special idea seeks to reflect the ca
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The relationship between body and landscape will be enhanced in the environment formatted as a suite
with 65 square meters, stretched by a wooden deck that makes the most out of the slope and frames the

exuberant landscape of Serra do Curral.
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Inside, the environment is divided into a gallery, bathroom, and bedroom. At the entrance, a panel line of
the resting area. The furniture created by the designer Zanini de Zanine Caldas sets up the movements of

interaction and relaxation.
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Project location

Address: Mangabeiras, Belo Horizonte - State of Minas Gerais, 30210, Brazil
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