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Josep Ferrando Architecture transforms Spanish prison into homeless shelter
and soup kitchen

000 00

Sophie Chapman | 6 hours ago

Leave a comment

Barcelona architecture studio Josep Ferrando Architecture has converted a former prison in
Tarragona, Spain, into the El Roser Social Centre.

The centre now serves as a homeless shelter, soup kitchen and community space, and according to
the studio is the first of its kind in Spain to combine these social services within one space.
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The building serves as a homeless shelter, soup kitchen and community space
Named the El Roser Social Centre, the building in Tarragona, Catalonia, previously operated as the
Reus prison and then a school.

Josep Ferrando Architecture collaborated with Reus architecture firm Gallego Arquitectura to
sensitively renovate the 1920s building as it is listed as a Cultural Asset of Local Interest and is
included in the Inventory of Architectural Heritage of Catalonia.
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"The palimpsest dialogue is a challenge in rehabilitating a listed building,” Josep Ferrando
Architecture told Dezeen. "We recovered the material and wall character and organised the plan to

highlight the tectonic lightness of the roofs.”

Read:
Twelve Architects to turn the ruins of Bodmin Jail into a
hotel

Josep Ferrando Architecture removed the wall surrounding the prison yard, replacing it with a
steel frame that mimics the previous shape to create a public space open to the city.

The centre’s soup kitchen is located in a steel and glass addition to the building, while the more
private shelter and community spaces were placed in the original structure.

The soup kitchen is located in the steel and glass structure

The studio kept the prison’s original doorway and has introduced new windows and wet areas
reminiscent of the originals so the centre is still reminiscent of a prison.

While the space remains austere, furnishings have been added to create a sense of warmth for the
guests who reside there.
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"The argument for not demolishing a building was primarily a question of heritage conservation,”
said Josep Ferrando Architecture.

"The inestimable loss of heritage and memory is associated with the equally important loss of
incorporated energy that a new building replacing the existing one cannot compensate for.”

Other prison conversion articles on Dezeen include the Berlin prison conversion into a hotel, EPR
Architects’ prison transformation and the Bodmin prison renovation.

The photography is by Adria Goula.
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3 days ago ~ Share

In almost every Indian language, a colloquial term for “family” - ghar wale in Hindi, for example - literally
translates to “the ones in (my) house”. Traditionally, Indian homes would shelter generations of a family
together under one roof, forming close-knit neighborhoods of relatives and friends. The residential
architecture was therefore influenced by the needs of the joint family system. Spaces for social interaction
are pivotal in collective housing, apart from structures that adapt to the changing needs of each family. The
nuanced relationship between culture, traditions, and architecture beautifully manifests in the spatial

syntax of Indian housing.

Housing in India is a complex phenomenon to understand as it is influenced by economic, social,
environmental, and political factors. The country’s urban fabric is composed of informal settle
residential colonies, and gated communities - homogenous divisions based on social and econuime
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Good architecture responds to the socio-cultural context of its location to promote communal living.
Culture closely mimics a community's behavioral patterns that have organically evolved over decades. It
offers an understanding of how people live meaningfully and operate in local networks. Architects are
instrumental in creating culturally informed living systems. Four contemporary Indian projects

demonstrate how spatial responses to social ideals can benefit people:

Related Article

New Models for Collective Housing

Versatility: Sublime Ordinariness Housing Project / DCOOP
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functional threshold space. Such semi-open spaces are nodes for social interaction, offering refuge from

the warm and humid climate.

Sublime Ordinariness responds sensitively to the cultural needs of the family and community in spite of
spatial constraints. Each apartment contains non-denominational multi-purpose spaces that adjust to the
family’s requirements. In Indian homes, activities are fluid and spaces tend to be used more organically.

Families of varying densities can use this space for studying sleeping, cooking, or eating.

The project in the outskirts of Mumbai seeks to establish community interaction and build a sense of
belonging amongst residents. The threshold corridor space acts as a buffer between the indoors and
outdoors. The kitchen has been positioned to overlook the corridor, enabling women - the primary

homemakers - to socialize and keep an eye on their children from the indoors.

Connectivity: Sanjaynagar Slum Redevelopment Project / Community Design
Agency
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Ahmednagar, Maharashtra the Sanjaynagar Slum Redevelopment Project houses 298 families in clusters
organized around common courtyard spaces of varying sizes. In Indian houses, outdoor spaces are zones
for daily chores like washing, cooking, or drying clothes, rearing domestic animals, and chatting with

neighbors.

Located in Ahmednagar, Maharashtra the Sanjaynagar Slum Redevelopment Project aims to provide
dignified and socially-sensitive residences for 298 families in the area. Community Design Agency designed
the project to closely mimic the scale of the community’s initial settlement. Clustered settlements
traditionally enhanced connectivity between people and man-made systems. When rehousing a
community - especially of slum dwellers - it is important to keep their street-level socio-spatial connections

intact to ensure their solidarity and resilience.

Diversity: Future Towers / MVRDV
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MVRDV’s first project in India successfully responds to the country’s socio-economic needs, while
presenting a new approach to housing. With a high degree of income equality, India’s urban populace is
segregated into luxurious apartments and tightly packed ghettoes. The resulting urban fabric is frasmented

and absent of social cohesion among different groups in society. Future Towers tackles this iss
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The vertical village holds 1,068 apartments of varying typologies to accommodate the full spectrum of the
city's middle class. Apartment units ranging from 45 square meters to 450 square meters are scattered
across the building to enable families with children, young couples, people living alone, and old people to
mingle easily. Public courtyards and communal terraces promote interaction among neighbors. The

building provides a breath of fresh air by standing out from the tall box-like apartments that dominate

urban India.

Flexibility: Incremental Housing Strategy in India / Filipe Balestra & Sara
Goransson
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With multi-generational living comes the need for houses to grow and modify. In India, families will add
rooms, floors, or buildings to their existing homes to accommodate new family members from birth,
adoption, or marriage. Taking cues from the traditional incremental construction and Charles Correa’s
Belapur Housing, Filipe Balestra & Sara Goransson have developed a replicable strategy for affordable
housing systems. The contemporary project understands the family’s need to incrementally grow their

residences as funds become available. Residents are given a sense of ownership by enabling them to

customize their houses as they like.

) (] B

Home Projects Products Folders Feed

https://www.archdaily.com/988753/learnings-from-collective-housing-in-india?ad_content=988753&ad_medium=widget&ad_name=editors-choice 10/15


https://www.archdaily.com/tag/india
https://www.archdaily.com/789384/architecture-as-agent-of-change-remembering-charles-correa-india
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/housing
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/filipe-balestra
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/affordable-housing
https://www.archdaily.com/988753/learnings-from-collective-housing-in-india/631b4869f55c663523395e06-learnings-from-collective-housing-in-india-image
https://www.archdaily.com/988753/learnings-from-collective-housing-in-india/631b4869506782016ee3e88d-learnings-from-collective-housing-in-india-image
https://www.archdaily.com/?ad_name=small-logo
https://www.archdaily.com/988753/learnings-from-collective-housing-in-india
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects
https://www.archdaily.com/search/products

11:57 ,15.9.2022 Learnings from Collective Housing in India | ArchDaily

articles, interviews, news, and projects. Learn more about our ArchDaily topics. As always, at ArchDaily we

welcome the contributions of our readers; if you want to submit an article or project, contact us.
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Melbourne courtyard house by BKK Architects "explores shades of privacy"
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Katie Last | 14 September 2022

6 comments

Australian architecture studio BKK Architects has created Keep House, a home in Melbourne that
plays with levels of privacy to stay connected to nature but separated from the nearby public
parkland.

The home, which was designed for a couple and their teenage children, is located on a wedge-
shaped plot of land next to suburban parkland. Named after a castle keep, Keep House was designed
to provide privacy while taking advantage of the views of the nature that surrounds the site.
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BKK Architects designed Keep House to connect the clients to nature while giving them privacy

"It’s areally unusual site that can feel quite exposed but we also wanted to take advantage of that,”
BKK Architects principal Simon Knott told Dezeen.

"We talked a lot about the idea of protective space,” he continued. "When you're as exposed as this
house, it’s important to be able to have that protective barrier.”

Hﬁmu . \n ‘i‘

The home fea tures a ta]] b]ack ch1mn ey and a concrete outer wall
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tapers towards 1ts peak adds extra neignt to the structure.
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"The kitchen is like the altar of the family home,” said Knott. "The family and their guests spend a
lot of time around the kitchen island. The timber ceiling provides a sense of warmth.”
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"There was an oak tree on the corner of the site,” said Knott. “"Since it can be quite an invasive
species in Australia and it wasn’t in the best condition, we decided to cut it down and the owner
used it to make a table for the kitchen.”
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Two bathrooms sit off the corridor between the two wings, which leads to a circulation zone with a
staircase connecting the ground floor to the main bedroom on the floor above.

Read:
Five houses where the courtyard is the heart of the home

A wing for the teenagers is on the other side of the staircase, featuring two bedrooms, a bathroom,
and a space with a large screen for relaxation or play.

"There’s a bit of separation and it’s really important that the two boys have their own space,” Knott
commented.

"It’s been really interesting given the lockdown we’ve had here in Australia, spending months ata
time at home, having a house where you can come together but also have that time apart has
become really important.”
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park and has become a space for the family to relax in.

The C-shaped house folds around a garden courtyard filled with plants that are native to Victoria.
Verandas line the courtyard, blurring the transition between the garden and the interior and
providing the house with shade.

Y %

- W L N |
\ by 1

The studio worked with landscape design studio MUD to create various gardens on the site

"Shading from the sun here is important, and the shading along the perimeter of the house acts as a
veranda,” said Knott. "It also becomes this transitory space between the house and the outdoor
areas.”

An additional small triangular garden is formed where the angled building meets the site
boundaries.

"There is a transition of privacy across the varied landscape zones: the visible lawn and veggie patch
out the front, the native garden courtyard, the back triangle accessed from the media space, which
is fenced on all sides,” said the studio.

"Keep House shows how architecture can explore shades of privacy between what is totally inner
and what is gladly revealed to passers-by,” the studio commented. "It’s tailored for a family that
needs spaces to come together, and spaces to be apart.”

Other projects completed by BKK Architects include a Melbourne apartment block with circular
windows and a house split into two angular structures.

https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne/ 11/18


https://www.dezeen.com/2017/08/15/huge-porthole-windows-bathe-melbourne-apartments-by-bkk-architects-natural-light/
https://www.dezeen.com/2016/09/17/bkk-architects-split-house-wooden-structures-ocean-views-mount-martha-australia/
https://static.dezeen.com/uploads/2022/09/keep-house-bkk-architects-melbourne_dezeen_2364_col_7-scaled.jpg
https://static.dezeen.com/uploads/2022/09/keep-house-bkk-architects-melbourne_dezeen_2364_col_4.jpg
https://www.mudlandscapedesign.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=507209817137444&href=https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?via=dezeen&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dezeen.com%2F2022%2F09%2F14%2Fbkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne%2F&text=Melbourne%20courtyard%20house%20by%20BKK%20Architects%20%22explores%20shades%20of%20privacy%22
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne/&title=Melbourne+courtyard+house+by+BKK+Architects+%22explores+shades+of+privacy%22
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne/&title=Melbourne%20courtyard%20house%20by%20BKK%20Architects%20%22explores%20shades%20of%20privacy%22
https://tumblr.com/widgets/share/photo?canonicalUrl=https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne/&title=Melbourne+courtyard+house+by+BKK+Architects+%22explores+shades+of+privacy%22
whatsapp://send?text=https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne/
https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/noa-hub-of-huts-hotel-hubertus-south-tyrol/
https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/atomik-architecture-historic-strike-ballot-uk/

11:56 ,15.9.2022 Melbourne courtyard house by BKK Architects "explores shades of privacy"

dezeen Q

000 00

Subscribe to our newsletters
Email*

Next

More images and plans

Share and comment

000 00

6 comments

More
Architecture
Interiors
Design
Lookbooks

Recommended stories

https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne/ 12/18


https://www.dezeen.com/architecture/
https://www.dezeen.com/interiors/
https://www.dezeen.com/design/
https://www.dezeen.com/lookbooks/
https://tomblachford.com/
https://www.dezeen.com/architecture/
https://www.dezeen.com/architecture/residential-architecture/
https://www.dezeen.com/tag/houses/
https://www.dezeen.com/tag/melbourne/
https://www.dezeen.com/tag/australian-houses/
https://www.dezeen.com/tag/bkk-architects/
https://www.dezeen.com/instagram/
https://static.dezeen.com/uploads/2022/09/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne_dezeen_2364_col_0.jpg
https://static.dezeen.com/uploads/2022/09/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne_dezeen_2364_col_1.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=507209817137444&href=https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?via=dezeen&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dezeen.com%2F2022%2F09%2F14%2Fbkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne%2F&text=Melbourne%20courtyard%20house%20by%20BKK%20Architects%20%22explores%20shades%20of%20privacy%22
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne/&title=Melbourne+courtyard+house+by+BKK+Architects+%22explores+shades+of+privacy%22
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne/&title=Melbourne%20courtyard%20house%20by%20BKK%20Architects%20%22explores%20shades%20of%20privacy%22
https://tumblr.com/widgets/share/photo?canonicalUrl=https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne/&title=Melbourne+courtyard+house+by+BKK+Architects+%22explores+shades+of+privacy%22
whatsapp://send?text=https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne/
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=507209817137444&href=https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?via=dezeen&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dezeen.com%2F2022%2F09%2F14%2Fbkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne%2F&text=Melbourne%20courtyard%20house%20by%20BKK%20Architects%20%22explores%20shades%20of%20privacy%22
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne/&title=Melbourne+courtyard+house+by+BKK+Architects+%22explores+shades+of+privacy%22
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne/&title=Melbourne%20courtyard%20house%20by%20BKK%20Architects%20%22explores%20shades%20of%20privacy%22
https://tumblr.com/widgets/share/photo?canonicalUrl=https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne/&title=Melbourne+courtyard+house+by+BKK+Architects+%22explores+shades+of+privacy%22
whatsapp://send?text=https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/bkk-architects-keep-house-melbourne/
https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/noa-hub-of-huts-hotel-hubertus-south-tyrol/
https://www.dezeen.com/2022/09/14/atomik-architecture-historic-strike-ballot-uk/

11:56 ,15.9.2022 Melbourne courtyard house by BKK Architects "explores shades of privacy"

dezeen Q

6000 00

Moxon Architects’ remote self-designed studio NOA extends Alpine hotel with wellness area
is "a good place for wildlife” resembling an upside-down village

Lake Flato Architects creates rammed-earth
central courtyard ranch house in Texas desert
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Staircase is a social space in Tokyo house by Kiri ~HAPA Architects clads South Downs eco-home
Architects in charred timber

Austin Maynard Architects develops "ethical NO Architecture creates Flower House in the
housing” in inner-city Melbourne Berkshires
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hammerhead - 10 hours ago
Really beautiful courtyard and the dining table looks perfect.
A~ | Vv < Reply  Share»

Don Bronkema - 18 hours ago - edited

Koole.
~ v . Reply - Share>

JZ - 21 hours ago * edited
That internal courtyard is highly romantic, but the overall site inefficiencies mean they paid

more for giving up open space on the parcel.

A~ | Vv < Reply ¢ Share»

tony365 ~ JZ + 6 hours ago « edited
I agree with you but... I like the privacy of courtyard and the use of a difficult site.

A~ | v < Reply ¢ Share»

Don Bronkema ~ JZ - 18 hours ago « edited
Not how much but how used.

1~ | v .« Reply  Share>

JZ A Don Bronkema « 12 hours ago ¢ edited

Sure but by the looks of the plantings, it\s mostly something looked at and
circulated through. Not a space to occupy.

~ | Vv < Reply ¢ Share»
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Year: 2021
Photographs : Koji Fujii / TOREAL
@ Structural Design : Tetsuya Tanaka Structural Engineers, Tetsuya Tanaka, Takuto Hashimoto
Contractors : |keda-Gumi Co.Ltd, Takumi Kawadas
Mechanical Equipment: CAD System IPE, Toshiaki Honma
Electrical Equipment Design : J - Tsukasa Design, Hitoshi Kuwano, Kenichiro Taiko
Lighting Design : Komorebi Design, Mariko Niato

General Contractors : Hierose Co.Ltd, Yoshiaki Sato, Hiroshi Sawamura, Junichi Kawase

MORE SPECS

Text description provided by the architects. The Center for Early Childhood Education and Care (nursery
school) aims to achieve the principles of engaging “naturally with nature”. Located at the end of a winding

pathway atop of a sand dune, this single-story wooden building provides a diverse base for childran fillad

with characterful rooms and recesses. The "construction of a large childcare environment" the Save
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Who or what is this nursery school for? Childcare researchers and workers, parents, and local residents held
a series of workshops to discuss the benefits of reconstructing a nursery school on the suburban site. With
an aging population and declining birthrate, emphasis was placed on how a nursery school could benefit
the children and the surrounding area. The participants concluded on a vision "to create a nursery school
like a village and foster a village like a nursery school. The "vaguely bounded, expanding nursery school”
would allow children to move leisurely between interior rooms, exterior playgrounds, and the village itself.
Additionally, the nursery school could be open to villagers as a place for community interaction and

visitations.
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Under the site conditions, large timbers were prohibited from being transported, and so wooden trusses
were built on the field by combining small timbers to create large nursery spaces. Trusses with apexes
facing up and down are combined to create a series of truss roofs. Moving the intersection of the trusses

from the top of the partition walls allows for a more expressive environment in each of the rooms, while an

open space above the partition gives them a sense of connection.
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as if they are in the village. A childcare support office and deck plaza are situated in front of the building,
which will be used for local farmers' markets and food truck events, mixing community activities with

nursery school activities.

In addition, air conditioners and total heat exchangers are installed under the prefectural cedar flooring,
creating an underfloor air chamber, so that children are not exposed to direct airflow, but radiant heat
works on their bodies, creating comfortable conditions for learning and play. As time has passed since the
nursery school’s opening, encouraged by the fluidity of the cross-sectional layout of the grounds, children
have socialized more between their age groups. Additionally, as the children spend more time outside, the

number of senior citizens out for a walk watching them has increased
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Under the eaves of the nursery school building, parents engage with one another between drop-offs and
pick-ups. This "vaguely bounded nursery school " is creating flexibility and expansion in children's learning
and play, responding to everyone's wishes and beginning to create a new everyday life in the village. It
seems that the very seeds of " creating a nursery school like a village and fostering a village like a nursery

school" are beginning to sprout.
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