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Dewan Architects + Engineers Designs Longest Building in The
World to Transform Hanoi City in Vietnam

Written by Paula Cano

7 days ago ~ Share

The Dragon Tower in Hanoi by Dewan Architects + Engineers in collaboration with TTA, is the winner of the
Global Design & Architecture Design Awards 2022 in the Mix-Used category; the tower is projected to
transform Vietnam's landmark. Designed to be the longest building in the world, the 700.000 square meters
complex will provide ministerial lobbies, meeting rooms, and public spaces, including a nursery, library,
supermarket, restaurants, and a learning center. A water reservoir and green terraces are incorporated into

the design to increase the building's efficiency and accessibility.
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The building is compounded by two sectors: The ground floor is an artificial topography that holds the
elevated offices' bar to form the dragon shape. Inspired by Fairy Mountain, one of the main natural
highlights of Vietnam, green terraces connect complementary uses with the main squares. For the reservoir,
the architects were inspired by the Sa Pa region, a deep valley of ancestral rice terraces. The reservoir
controls flooding by purposely flooding certain platforms in the rainy season, increasing natural
ventilation, and controlling the temperature. This flooding area shapes stepped platforms for public

activities that extend to create public spaces as an extension of the city.
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Dewan's ambition is to create the most extended building in the world. The elevated "dragon" bar will
accommodate a series of sections that can be added or removed from the strip to offer more space for the
ministerial staff. The bar hosts an internal street for easy staff circulation and autonomous sustainable
transport connecting the metro to the different ministries and the city metro system. The head of the
dragon forms the tower, a monumental symbolic entrance for the ministers, special guests, and visiting

dignitaries. It is also the tallest building in the area and the iconic landmark of the city and Vietnam.

Related Article

MVRDV Unveils Pixelated Mixed-Use Community Around BIG-Designed Plaza in Abu Dhabi

The project symbolizes the rich Vietnamese history and its ambition for the future, with Hanoi as its center
for culture and economy. The power of the Dragon king myth reflected in this governmental and mixed-use

center embodies Vietnamese society, strengthening the national identity.
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Dewan Architects + Engineers has been at the forefront of the Middle East's booming architectural and
engineering design sector with projects like Nur-Sultan Grand Mosque in Kazakhstan and their last

collaboration with MVRDV, a Pixelated Mixed-Use Community Around BIG-Designed Plaza in Abu Dhabi.
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Nameless Architecture creates "artificial valley" at base of Gyeryongsan Mountain
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Amy Peacock | 6 September 2022

10 comments

Architecture studio Nameless Architecture has completed the Café Teri bakery in Daejeon, South
Korea, in a pair of buildings that flow into a central courtyard.

Located at the foot of the Gyeryongsan Mountain in Daejeon, Nameless Architecture designed the
two buildings to frame the entrance to a hiking trail that continues up the mountain.
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The cate’s courtyard leads onto a hiking trail

The two rectangular buildings were angled, creating an outdoor space that narrows towards the
mountain path. The three-storey building contains a cafe and the two-storey building opposite is a
bakery.

"The artificial valley, where the distinction between the wall and the floor is blurred, creates a flow
towards the forest and becomes the yard to the cafe and a path for walkers,” Nameless Architecture

co-principal Unchung Na told Dezeen.

"We intended the building to become a path and courtyard that guides the flow of nature and
visitors rather than blocking the promenade.”
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Concrete brick walls slope down into the floor of the courtyard at Café Teri
The 900-square-metre project was finished in concrete bricks, creating a rough texture on the
exterior walls.

"The concrete bricks used to construct the architectural topography emphasise the continuity of
the flowing space,” said Na.

"On the other hand, the facade wall made of rough broken bricks creates a difference of boundaries
through the change of light, shadow, and time.”
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Nameless Architecture used concrete brick for the interior of the cafe as well as the exterior

The flowing exterior walls of the project are replicated inside the ground floor of a cafe, where the
back wall of a double-height space curves down into stepped seating.

The floor, curved wall and stepped seating inside the cafe were finished in concrete bricks, and the
remaining walls were finished in polished concrete.

Read:
Stacked felt sheets create seating inside South Korean
cafe

"The fluid wall is continuous not only in the yard but also in the interior space, connecting the
inside and outside scenery through a stepped space,” Na explained.

A backyard area features uplifted terrain that mimics the curved concrete brick walls of the cafe
and bakery, which Nameless Architecture designed to provide a spatially interesting place for
people to enjoy food outside.
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Nameless Architecture used curved walls to create a distinct "architectural topography”

The architecture practice designed the curved elements that appear to emerge from the ground
with the aim of blurring the lines between what is wall and floor.

"The basic elements of architecture can be reinterpreted to induce various experiences and actions
of people,” said Na.

"In particular, the two elements, wall and floor, are defined as fundamentally different
architectural elements, but we tried to reconsider this strict relationship.”
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The project aims to reinterpret how walls and floors are used as architectural elements
"The mutual relationship in which the wall becomes the floor, and the inside becomes the outside
can be interpreted in various ways through the experience of the place,” Na continued.

Other projects recently completed in South Korea include a department store in Seoul with an
indoor waterfall and skyscrapers with red-painted steel columns designed by Rogers Stirk Harbour
+ Partners.

The photography is by Kyung Roh.

Project credits:

Architect: Nameless Architecture
Principals-in-charge: Unchung Na and Sorae Yoo
Project team: Taekgyu Kang, Changsoo Lee and Jungho Lee

Read more: Architecture | Cafes | South Korea | Nameless Architecture | Bakeries |
Restaurants and bars | Instagram
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Chris ¢ a day ago

The jury's out on the form/layout but that brickwork is just
wonderful.

1~ | v . Reply ¢ Share»

Ken Steffes - a day ago
Nice design but dangerous and unsafe.
A | v 2 . Reply  Share >

cet - 2 days ago * edited
Indeed, a well-chosen and placed skater's audacity!
1~ | Vv . Reply - Share>
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Bobby Dazzler - 2 days ago
Looks fun to board.
3~ Vv . Reply ¢ Share>

pa varreon - 2 days ago ° edited

Quite an interesting placeness indeed, a thorough
reinterpretation of the antique walls, floors and thus plaza
concept. In addition, the implementation looks well executed.
Nice pick.

A VvV . Reply ¢ Share>»

Agne Rad - 2 days ago - edited
Instantly makes me want to learn how to skate.
~ | Vv . Reply - Share>

Fred Lewis - 2 days ago
Did a skater design this?
5~ Vv .« Reply  Share>

Simon Christopher ” Fred Lewis ¢ a day ago

Came here to ask the same thing. I want to skate it so
bad!
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Lizzie Crook | 7 September 2022

2 comments

Italian architect Renzo Piano’s studio has shared its plans to create three hospitals in the cities of
Thessaloniki, Komotini and Sparta in Greece for the Stavros Niarchos Foundation.

Expected to complete in 2025, the three facilities will become the University Pediatric Hospital Of
Thessaloniki, the General Hospital Of Sparta and the General Hospital Of Komotini.
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Above: the General Hospital of Sparta is one of three hospitals RPBW Architects is designing in
Greece. Top image: in the north the studio is designing the University Pediatric Hospital of
Thessaloniki

The infrastructure is being developed by Renzo Piano Building Workshop (RPBW Architects) with
local firm Betaplan for charity Stavros Niarchos Foundation’s (SNF) health initiative.

All three hospitals are being developed to support existing healthcare in the country and will be
unified by an ambition to provide patients and staff with a connection to the outside.
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The General Hospital of Sparta will have three storeys

"One of the most important concepts for each of the SNF Health initiative Hospitals is its
relationship with nature,” RPBW Architects said.

"In Sparta, as for the hospitals in Komotini and Thessaloniki, trees will be an important design
feature defining the hospital, making it a special place within the immediate rural context.”

In the south of Greece, the General Hospital Of Sparta will replace an existing building that goes by
the same name and is set to merge with another healthcare facility nearby.

Designed as a single three-story structure that appears to emerge from the treetops, it will
encompass 22,436 square metres and measure 115 metres in length.
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The University Pediatric Hospital of Thessaloniki will be divided into two buildings

The three floors will contain inpatient and outpatient units, while below ground three basement
levels will contain supporting functions for the hospital.

Completing the scheme will be a tree-filled park with play areas and private areas for patients,
including "healing gardens” landscaped specifically people with sensory disabilities.

"Trees will be an important design feature defining the hospital, making it a special place within the
immediate rural context,” said RPBW Architects.

"The idea is to create a hospital immersed in nature, fostering a peaceful and calming environment
—not only for patients and their relatives, but also for doctors, nurses, and the rest of the staff.
Nature plays a therapeutic role in this project.”
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The Thessaloniki site will contain teaching spaces as well as medical facilities

In the north of Greece, the University Pediatric Hospital Of Thessaloniki will take the form of an
80,345-square-metre campus.

Its design will provide a mix of pediatric and mental health services for children and adolescents
and is hoped to help advance children’s care in Greece.

As its name suggests, the building will also contain education and research spaces to train medical
staff and students based at Aristotle University of Thessaloniki.

Once complete, the main hospital and teaching facilities will be split across the site, forming two
anchors for the campus. Together, the buildings will encompass 48,751 square metres.
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The buildings will be linked by two circulation spaces, one for the public and one for staff.

Inside the hospital, the treatment spaces will be designed to ensure parents or caregivers can
support their children and engage with staff. For example, an extra bed in the hospital rooms will
allow them to stay overnight.

"Spaces for parents and caregivers have been designed according to the need for proximity to and
interaction with their child,” the studio explained.

"A special family space located at the entrance level is visually connected with the park and
provides areas for children and their families to meet and talk with their doctors, to encourage
dialogue and support for patients and families.”

The General Hospital of Komotini will replace one of Greece’s oldest hospitals

Gardens will also form a key part of the campus, with a mix of green spaces and play areas for
families but also for the staff. The interiors will be lined with large windows to ensure visual
connections to these areas.
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The General Hospital of Komotini is designed to be "domestic in scale”

It will be enveloped by 70,000 square metres of sloped parkland, which will mean only two stories
of the building will be visible from afar.

"The hospital building will appear lower, more domestic in scale, hovering at the same height as the
tree canopies,” explained the studio.

Key elements of the design for this hospital include a mass timber superstructure, with materials
including cross-laminated and glulam.

It will also feature a wood-clad facade and a canopy supporting photovoltaic panels that will
provide renewable energy and solar shading for the building. According to RPBW, it will be all-
electric too.
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The Komotini building will have a mass timber superstructure
RPBW Architects was founded in 1981 by Pritzker Architecture Prize-winning architect Renzo
Piano. Today the studio has offices in Genoa and Paris.

Its trio of Greek hospitals form its latest collaboration with SNF - a charity set up after the death of
billionaire Greek shipping tycoon Stavros Niarchos - follwing the creation of the Stavros Niarchos
Foundation Cultural Center in Athens, which sits on a huge artificial hill.

Other recent projects by RPBW Architects include the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures in Los
Angeles and the replacement for a collapsed motorway bridge in Genoa.

The visuals are courtesy of RPBW Architects.
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Text description provided by the architects. The Toranomon Hills Tower, one of Tokyo’s tallest skyscrapers,

is flanked by two impressive new companions: an office tower, 36 stories and 185 meters high, and a

residential tower, Japan’s tallest residential skyscraper at 54 stories and 220 meters high. A green, publicly

accessible plateau connects all three high-rise buildings at the first above-ground level.
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The central design element is the rich plant life that interweaves the skyscrapers with their environment.
The two new towers integrate well with the surrounding neighborhood, respecting the taller central tower
while presenting their own contemporary urban response. They reflect the greenery of the adjacent parks

and gardens of the historic Atago Shrine.
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providing access to the cafés and restaurants in both new high-rises, along with shops, a large lobby, and
coworking space in the office tower. Benches invite visitors to linger and enjoy the exercise areas and

tranquil fountains - a place of balance with zones of calm amid the rush of the largest city in the world.

These plants were selected according to their location on the buildings in terms of elevation and wind
exposure. Trees and shrubs were planted up to the second floor; for the levels above that, shorter plants
were chosen. The office tower also has a rooftop garden. The total green area of the ensemble is
approximately 7,800 m2 and includes numerous tall trees. This achieves a green replacement rate of 64.5%

and a CASBEE “S” rating - the highest level in this classification.
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The towers are designed to accommodate possible earthquakes and typhoons, for example, through
appropriate building component dimensions. Like ancient temple buildings, the high-rises are structurally
configured to passively dampen seismic vibrations. Both towers are characterized by decks finished in

white, powder-coated aluminum, which serve as sunshades and balconies.
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In the residential tower, each of the 550 condominiums and serviced apartments has its own balcony.
Shared facilities include a spa, pool, guest rooms, fitness center, and childcare. The protruding decks also

include space for the greenery planted up to the seventh and eleventh floors, respectively.
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