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Architecture as a profession is both deeply rooted in the past and driven by innovation. During the past few

years, we have seen technology advancing at an unprecedented pace, developing tools and systems that
change the way we understand the world. Digital spaces are becoming an accessible reality, as the
metaverse is promising to enhance human interaction. Other digital tools such as robotic construction
technologies, Al-generated images, and immersive virtual-reality equipment are likely to have a direct
impact on the construction industry.

Save
These topics are addressed by forward-looking architects, designers, and building industry proiessionars.
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Read on to discover seven interviews with industry professionals that discuss the opportunities and threats

of digitalization, the metaverse, and the future of architecture.
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The Influence of Gaming in the Digitization of the Built Environment: Interview
with Epic Games' David Weir-McCall

The Metaverse as Opportunity for Architects: An Interview with Patrik
Schumacher
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"Robotic Construction Can Help Us Design Better Buildings": An Interview with
HANNAH

"The Same Technology that Will Allow Us to Address Housing Challenges on Earth,
Will Allow Us to Venture Off to Space": Interview with Jason Ballard of ICON
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"We Still Have Not Built that City of the Future Where | Once Lived": In
Conversation with Nishan Kazazian
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In large cities, it is becoming increasingly common to find buildings that are capable of admitting different
configurations and layouts in their internal spaces. Towards the end of the 1960s, duplex typologies began
to appear in buildings in the city of Buenos Aires, when the Building Code allowed them to be located in the

obligatory setbacks of the upper floors.
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The challenge of making the most of the buildable surface area involves architects who seek to
contemplate new uses, time flows and other factors in order to achieve habitable spaces that meet the
needs of their users and have the lighting and ventilation that is required. Within the province of Buenos
Aires, flats are classified according to the number of rooms they have, ranging from a single room to two,

three, four or more rooms.
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In accordance with the concept of the term duplex, which refers to flats distributed over two levels, on this
occasion we will present 15 projects whose floor plan distribution forms double-height spaces, capable of
linking different programmes and resolving circulation or accessibility to outdoor spaces while promoting

contact with the surrounding environment.
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Building BTE 05 / Bustamante Arq

e Location: Castelar, Buenos Aires, Argentina

e Year:2020
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e Location: Coghlan, Buenos Alres, Argentina

e Year:2020

Housing Av. Lincoln / bakro

e Location: Villa Devoto, Buenos Aires, Argentina
e Year: 2020
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Achalay Building / Panorama Estudio

e Location: Villa Ortuzar, Buenos Aires, Argentina

e Year: 2020
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SENS Nicaragua / ATV Arquitectos

e Location: Palermo, Buenos Aires, Argentina

e Year: 2020
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Franklin 684 Residential Building / Tovo Sarmiento arquitectos

e Location: Caballito, Buenos Aires, Argentina

e Year: 2019
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Urdininea 1660 Building / Hermanos Goldenberg

e Location: Villa Ortuzar, Buenos Aires, Argentina

e Year: 2019
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Urban Style 2 Building / F2M Arquitectos

e Location: Villa Urquiza, Buenos Aires, Argentina

e Year:2019
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EPCOT: Walt Disney's New Urbanist City

Written by Ankitha Gattupalli

2 days ago ~ Share

Beneath the Spaceship Earth geodesic sphere and the display of world cultures that symbolize Disney
World’s EPCOT lies the buried vision for a utopian city. The original EPCOT - a community built around
innovation - was one of Walt Disney’s last visionary projects. Bothered by haphazard urban sprawl, Disney
had bold ideas for an urban fabric that would drive progress in the USA. The “Experimental Prototype

Community of Tomorrow” was Walt Disney’s antidote to the decay of American cities.

On October 26, 1966 - a period well into the United States’ modernist movement - Walt Disney Save

film that narrated his plans for a futuristic prototype city. EPCOT was his dream for a technologicauy-
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The entrepreneur wished to leave a legacy behind using his amassed knowledge on planning from his
projects Disneyland, the California Institute of the Arts, and more. He worried that modern cities were in a
state of decay, feeling that they “were hectic, disorganized, dirty, and crime-ridden.” Walt Disney spent the
last few months of his life deeply engrossed in the urban planning project, passing away in December of

that year. The original vision for EPCOT passed with him.

Related Article

Exploring New Urbanism Principles in the 21st Century

For reasons around the impracticality of maintaining, governing, and operating the city, Walt Disney
Productions scrapped the idea after Disney's death. Today, Disney World’s EPCOT is a theme park that fits
the entire world on 305 acres. Located in Florida, USA, the center showcases international cultures and
forward-thinking ideas to over 12 million visitors annually. This permanent world fair is far from the initial
blueprints for EPCOT, although it holds some traces of Walt’s intentions. The present-day amut

Save
offers glimpses into Disney’s human-centric design approach and what he believed cities coulc. —« ......
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The original idea for EPCOT was a radially planned city with a nuclear 50-acre domed megastructure. The
circumference would house people in high-density apartments and single-family houses. Bridging the
urban and suburban areas was a web of electric monorails and PeopleMovers, traveling across a greenbelt
in between. The climate-controlled center would host international corporations, a convention center, and
a 30-storied cosmopolitan hotel while the downtown would feature a weather-protected zone of themed

shops.

The spire-like hotel would tower over the city, serving as a landmark and an urban focal point. Beneath the
buildings would run a network of roads for electric trucks and vehicles. The ground-level streets would be
framed by human-scaled structures designed to inspire and amuse pedestrians, maintaining Eyes on the
Street with balconies and terraces overhead. The greenbelt would serve as a central park for the city,

dotted with schools, churches, and recreational centers.
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Walt Disney had a human-centered approach to both his films and construction projects and was able to
empathize with the people’s needs. The philosophy behind EPCOT was ahead of its time, preceding the
later established principles of New Urbanism: walkability, connectivity, smart transportation, sustainability,
and quality of life. The USA-born movement arose in the early 1980s as a reaction to urban sprawl caused
by cities designed for automobiles - a sentiment Disney echoed. His New Urbanist concept eradicated the

need for cars and proposed a mixed-use town center, increased density, and compact living.

The design for the futuristic city sees influences from many pertinent urban planners and thinkers. The
Heart of Our Cities by Victor Gruen was found on Disney’s bookshelf and the book's ideas in his designs.
Victor Gruen was the architect behind the first suburban shopping mall, a radical urban design in the 1950s.

He was also concerned about the effect of urban sprawl on the vitality of American cities.

The architect theorized the “cellular metropolis” - a suburb divided into smaller community “cells”
encircling an indoor shopping mall “nucleus”. Apartments and office buildings would surround the bustling
hub to create a vital community center. EPCOT closely mirrors the cellular metropolis model with its central
commercial district enveloped by high-density structures. Disney’s proposal also mimics Gruen’s covered

hubs to support pedestrians by extending the desirable walking range in Florida’s wet weather.
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division of commercial, entertainment, and residential areas. Walt Disney seemed to have understood the
Timeless Way of Building and ideals of architectural beauty, concepts put forward by Christopher

Alexander. The Disney parks are unanimously considered “places where you feel yourself, places where you

feel alive”, in the words of Alexander.

For its time, EPCOT was a fairly sustainable design. The compact city was an agglomeration of destination
nodes, each joined by a high-capacity electronic rail that yielded personal vehicles useless. Planned with
plenty of open space, the greenbelts would foster the growth of a variety of flora and fauna. The center

followed the patterns of proper transit-oriented development, designed density, and diversity.

Although the original EPCOT was never built, the theme park continues to inspire city planners and urban
designers. Disney’s simple yet impactful people-centered urban planning approach creates timeless spaces
that cut across cultures and age groups. From his movies to his theme parks, Disney's primary motive was
to bring people joy. The lost model of EPCOT highlights that cities should be built with concern for the
people, as "the happiest place(s) on Earth".
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Expo City Dubai to Welcome Back Visitors on September 1st Ahead
of its Full Relaunch

Written by Dima Stouhi

a day ago ~ Share

Ahead of the official opening of the Expo City Dubai site on October 1st, the organizers have announced
that visitors will have the chance to discover two of the Expo's thematic pavilions: Alifand Terra starting
September 1st, marking its inauguration. The pre-launch will also feature access to Garden in the Sky, a

360-degrees platform that offers panoramic views of the site.

The Expo City Dubai organizers stated that “although some transitional work is still being carried out, much
of Expo City Dubai’s public realm will be open and is unrestricted to visit.” The Expo School Programme will
also be an integral part of the experience, offering an “awe-inspiring and growing collection of immersive

academic experiences, exhibits and interactive workshops, highlighting the themes of the pavilions”.

Save

U ) (] n

Home Projects Products Folders Feed

https://www.archdaily.com/988119/expo-city-dubai-to-welcome-back-visitors-on-september-1st-ahead-of-its-full-relaunch 1/6


https://www.archdaily.com/tag/dubai
https://www.thenationalnews.com/uae/expo-2020/2022/08/29/expo-city-dubai-to-welcome-back-first-visitors-from-september-1/?utm_medium=website&utm_source=archdaily.com
https://www.archdaily.com/965759/foster-plus-partners-designs-monumental-mobility-pavilion-at-the-expo-2020-dubai
https://www.archdaily.com/969188/grimshaw-architects-designs-sustainability-pavilion-at-expo-2020-dubai
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/dubai
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/dubai
https://www.archdaily.com/988119/expo-city-dubai-to-welcome-back-visitors-on-september-1st-ahead-of-its-full-relaunch/630dc3bdc677034285194ef2-expo-city-dubai-to-welcome-back-visitors-on-september-1st-ahead-of-its-full-relaunch-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/author/dima-stouhi
https://www.archdaily.com/?ad_name=small-logo
https://www.archdaily.com/988119/expo-city-dubai-to-welcome-back-visitors-on-september-1st-ahead-of-its-full-relaunch
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects
https://www.archdaily.com/search/products

16:24 ,31.8.2022 Expo City Dubai to Welcome Back Visitors on September 1st Ahead of its Full Relaunch | ArchDaily

The site's prominent structures such as the Al Wasl Plaza, Surreal Fountain, Women's Pavilion, and the
Vision Pavilion will open in October. Towards the end of the year, the Opportunity Pavilion will become the
Expo 2020 Dubai Museum, showcasing the history and impact of World Expos. Entrance tickets will cost

Dhs50 per person per venue, and are available either on the Expo website or at four Expo City Dubai ticket
offices as of September 1.

Related Article

First Look into Expo 2020 Dubai: 6 Must See National Pavilions

After a year delay due to the worldwide pandemic, Expo 2020 Dubai was inaugurated on October 1st, 2021.
The event was held for the first time in the Middle East, and focused on architecture, culture, and
innovation, with over 191 national participants. The pavilions on display were divided into three districts:
Mobility, Sustainability, and Opportunity, each showcasing how their country has contributed and will
contribute in the future to its respective theme. In addition to the national pavilions, each district had its
own thematic pavilion: the Sustainability Pavilion “Terra” by Grimshaw, the Mobility Pavilion “Alif” by

Foster + Partners, and the Opportunity Pavilion “Mission Possible” by AGi Architects.
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We invite you to check out ArchDaily's comprehensive coverage of Expo 2020 Dubai.
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