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A Giant Ring-Like Structure is Proposed to Encircle Dubai's Burj
Khalifa

Written by Dima Stouhi

2 days ago ~ Share

Dubai-based architecture firm ZNera Space has proposed a new type of contemporary symbol for the city: a
green and natural landmark that serves as a "continuous metropolis" around Burj Khalifa. Dubbed
"Downtown Circle", the project features installing a giant ring-like structure of 550 meters in length around
the world’s tallest free-standing structure. The structure will "investigate how at this critical time in the
country’s development, architects, and urban planners can move away from previous urban models of
isolated skyscrapers, towards a more humane typology that seeks to emulate nature and create diverse

public spaces".

The project comes as a response to the continuous rise of the global population, and how the*

urban centers is changing, especially in Dubai, where rapid urbanization drive has prompted rapid urban
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The structure's diameter is 3 km. As it encircles the Burj Khalifa, it draws panoramic views and clean air
from the skypark which forms the central spine of the development. The large scale of the structure is
broken down into smaller units to create a variety of spaces to serve public, commercial, and ¢

programs. The project offers a variety of office and housing typologies, from large offices and
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composed of two main rings, which are held together by a a continuous green belt - the “skypark” - which
is illuminated with natural light and has offices and research centers embedded in it. The “skypark”
connects the floors with each other vertically, creating a connected three-dimensional urban green eco

system.
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The concept is a potential answer to the global search for new, mixed urban typologies, which combine
high densities and lavish greenery, dynamic urban functions and a high-quality user experience, following
the demand for both climate protection and environmental excellence. Different climates are recreated
inside the continuous skypark, where visitors can experience canyons, sandy dunes, and plants from
various floras. Swamps, waterfalls, tropical vegetation, digital caves, cascades, fruit-trees, and flowers of

various hues and species enrich the green eco system.
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Taking into account the coastal development and how vulnerable they are to rising sea levels, the proposed

typology explores remedies and proposes a unique urban model in response to this threat.

As for transportation, a fleet of suspended peripheral pods transport passengers from one node to another
within the Downtown circle. These suspended vessels travel through a network of rail at the bottom tier
towards their destination. 20-passenger pods are loaded at the outer perimeter ring and are connected
through a pressurized vessels attached to the main lift cores. These hyper pods can travel at speeds of 100

kilometers per hour, and capture a 360 view of the entire city at the height of 500 meters.

Image gallery
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Can Public Space be Created in the Metaverse?

Written by Maria-Cristina Florian

about 20 hours ago ~ Share

The metaverse promises to revolutionize our way of life. By integrating immersive technologies like virtual
and augmented reality (VR and AR), it hopes to add another layer to the way we experience everyday life. It
is suggested that the metaverse will create virtual spaces where people can meet and share experiences
regardless of geographical constraints. The possibilities seem endless: exchanging knowledge, encouraging
professional collaboration, developing and democratizing art, education, culture, and even enabling
political engagement. Social interactions are at the core of the idea of a metaverse. This raises the question:

how can the new, virtual spaces acquire the properties of public spaces?

At the moment, there are two types of environments that allow people to come together and share
experiences: physical and virtual, represented mainly by social media. Physical public spaces are some of
the most attractive spaces that cities can offer. They allow for unstructured social interaction and their
character is defined by the people using them. However, when the pandemic forced everybody: i=*~

lockdowns, the limitations of physical spaces came into focus, with the move toward virtual sc save
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Virtual platforms are places of encounter where anyone can curate their experience and, in some ways,
control their exposure. Since the connection is not dependent on physical location, the global network
offers a large pool of possible connections to choose from, with common interests and principles being the
aggregators that form communities. The medium also comes with significant limitations: the structure of
the platforms dictates the types of possible interactions, and the medium is almost exclusively two-

dimensional, taking the form of text, image, or video.

Related Article

What Can Metaverse Planners Learn from Italo Calvino’s Invisible Cities

The metaverse promises to overcome both limitations and bring the best of both worlds by creating an
immersive three-dimensional experience and allowing users to interact in a more organic, unstructured
way. The term metaverse eludes a strict definition, but it generally refers to a virtual world built on
blockchain, an innovative way to store information that allows users to interact with each other in a secure
and private way, without relying on intermediaries. This decentralized system is also linked to the concept
of web 3.0, an idea of a new iteration of the Internet that incorporates decentralization, blockchain

technologies, and token-based economics.

) (] =

Home Projects Products Folders Feed

https://www.archdaily.com/987613/can-public-space-be-created-in-the-metaverse 2/9


https://www.archdaily.com/982749/what-can-metaverse-planners-learn-from-italo-calvinos-invisible-cities?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=related-article&ad_content=987613
https://www.legalcreatives.com/blog/metaverse?utm_medium=website&utm_source=archdaily.com
https://www.archdaily.com/987613/can-public-space-be-created-in-the-metaverse/6302f61f79c4891eb14cd277-can-public-space-be-created-in-the-metaverse-image
https://www.archdaily.com/?ad_name=small-logo
https://www.archdaily.com/987613/can-public-space-be-created-in-the-metaverse
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects
https://www.archdaily.com/search/products

10:08 ,25.8.2022 Can Public Space be Created in the Metaverse? | ArchDaily

The metaverse is not a single product, in the way apps like Facebook or Instagram are, nor is it an operating
system, like Microsoft’s Windows. Its development is likely to be similar to that of the existing internet,
growing gradually as a constellation of technologies, platforms, and products, driven by a mixture of public
and private initiatives. Currently, there are a few platforms that operate in a way that aligns with the
concept of a metaverse, but, unlike the existing internet, there are no universal standards to ensure

interoperability. Each of these platforms is free to create its native environment and set its own set of rules.
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One major departure point from social media is the move toward 3D immersive environments, enabled by
the integration of VR and AR technologies. This means that the experience of the virtual world is beginning
to resemble more and more the physical one. Massively multiplayer online games are the first to
experiment with these concepts, but newer metaverse platforms are counting more on the social aspects,
thus creating environments that mimic urban environments. One such example is Decentraland’s Genesis
City. The virtual city is composed of over 90,000 parcels, NFTs taking the form of squares of 16 by 16 meters
in size. While most of them are privately owned, bought by private users, some parcels are kept as plazas
and roads. Districts are another type of land, privately owned but reserved for themed communities, not up

for sale.

Platforms such as this can be understood as social experiments and even critiques of urban environments.
The distribution of land and the possibility to build freely on it has been speculated, creating a market for
virtual real estate transactions. Business models can include selling NFTs such as tickets to events, e-
commerce, or advertising revenue. Market forces like scarcity and speculation are currently dr’ °

value of virtual land, while the aspect of utility is under-represented at the moment, partly due
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Within the logic of virtual cities, where teleportation is more than convenient, the roads and plazas are
irrelevant in terms of transportation, but they take on a different role. They provide visibility to nearby
properties, becoming in fact spatial browsing tools that expose content, thus raising the value of the land.
This demonstrates how similar premises can produce different outcomes in the physical versus virtual

worlds.

Issues of identity and personal space also function differently. Public spaces in the physical wc
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from unwanted interactions.

The existing metaverse platforms offer just a glimpse into what the metaverse could mean. This is a fast-
evolving field with great promises, and many of the benefits envisioned will only be unlocked by advances
that are still to come. While the metaverse can expand access to certain aspects of social life, it must be
seen as a separate entity, not replacing the basic need for face-to-face interaction and connection. There
are risks ad challenges in developing this new typology of virtual spaces, but also a huge potential for social
and economic progress, given that they are developed collectively, transparently, and in a socially-

responsible manner.
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Easy to create, versatile
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Layouts. In the first two options placing a Camera or saving the current Zoom in the View Settings /
2D/3D Documenting / Zooming (don't forget to uncheck 'lgnore Zoom and Rotation when opening this
View') makes sure that viewpoint remains the same. If you want to work with 2D elements the usage of

Trace and Reference can be a great help in placing the elements in the right position.

2) Change Something Within the View
After finding the fixed viewpoint save individual images with changing content which will make the

feeling of moving images. The most basic technics are the following:

 hiding elements - good for presenting a design concept
e cutting the building - easiest way to present a construction process
e overriding colors - an analysis, a renovation or the design context can be described with this

method

Tools to make changes:

Tools for hiding elements in e Layer Combinations
ARCHICAD:

e Filter and Cut Elementsin 3D

e Partial Display Structure

Tools for cropping elements in e 3D Cutaway
ARCHICAD:

¢ Filter and Cut Elementsin 3D

e Marquee with the Show Selection/Marquee in 3D

command
Tools for overriding elements in e Graphic Overrides
ARCHICAD:
¢ Renovation Filter
2 O
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done. In ARCHICAD the last step is publishing them into an image format.

Create a GIF

In ARCHICAD you can publish Views in a GIF format but not as an animated GIF. For creating the
animated GIF you need an external application. Almost every image editor application can create
animated GIFs. There is also a wide range of free applications for this purpose.

Step-by-Step instructions:

Presenting the Construction Process

1) Prepare your projectMake sure that in the Element Default Settings under 'Categories and

e Properties' the 'Structural Function' and the 'Position’ is defined.
e Make sure that all the Composite Structures have a 'Core'
e Make sure that all the elements are assigned to a proper Layer

e Make sure that all the elements belong to the right Home Story

2) Set up the View optionsSet up a proper Layer Combination

e Set up the Graphic Overrides Combination and Rules

3) Create the 3D

) (] B
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¢ Use the Layer Combinations

o Activate the Filter and Cut Elements in 3D and change the option 'Stories to Show in 3D' to

¢ 'Limited' and set the required range. (example: From: Basement, To: Basement). Check the

e 'Trim Elements to Story range' as well.

e Save the View

¢ Repeat this workflow for all the other stories but with a different Story range (example: From:

e Basement, To: Ground Floor, then To: First Floor and so on)

4) Set up the Publisher Set

5) Create an animated GIF in a GIF maker application

General Visualization

&
-
=
-
H
H
=

1) Set up the Graphic Overrides Combination and Rules

2) Create the 3D

¢ ViewsFind a good Camera View in 3D or save the Zoom within the 3D View
e place Guide Lines or normal 2D Lines in the Floor Plan to define the location of the cutting
planes. Place them by an equal distance. Based on the Guide Lines you can place the 3D Cutaway

or you can use the Marquee Tool as well

e Shnw Marnnoa/Qelartinn in 2D

) (3 n
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4) Create an animated GIF in a GIF maker application

Renovation Process

1) Define the Renovation Status of elements

2) Create the 3D Views

e Setup a 3D Floor Plan using the Axonometry Top View (Tip: use the 'Look to Perpendicular of

Clicked Surface' command)
e Cutthe 3D model using 3D Cutaway

e Save Views with different Renovation Filters

3) Set up the Publisher Set

4) Create an animated GIF in a GIF maker application
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Long Term Impacts of Music Festivals: Bringing More than Sounds
and Crowds to a City

Written by Kaley Overstreet

2 days ago ~ Share

Multi-day stretches of camping in tents and sweltering under the hot summer sun to be 100 rows back at
your favorite musical artist’s set? It must be music festival season. As the year comes to a close, with music
festivals returning in full swing after a COVID-19 hiatus, it’s important to understand the socio-economic
impact that they have on the cities that host them, long after the final set performs. Do the short-term

entertainment and monetary benefits outweigh the long-term urban inequities that they might exacerbate?

The origins of music festivals date back to ancient times when similar events involved large gatherings for
celebrations of music and the arts. Modern festivals, much like the famed 1969 Woodstock, grew out of an
ethos for anti-government and anti-establishment views, which later developed into iconic po Save

movements. Much of the communal spirit that was fostered at Woodstock remains, but music trestivals
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Music festivals have also become an elaborate display of mega-sculptures, architectural pavilions, and
other designs that have involved some of the world’s most well-known architecture firms. BIG designed
and installed an 80-foot diameter reflective orb at Burning Man in 2018, which was heavily funded through
crowdsourcing, and served as a way-finder for festival-goers. Coachella has also been home to impressive
designs from Bureau Spectacular and Pritzker Prize Winner Francis Kéré, making art and architecture

almost as important as the music performers themselves.

Related Article

Coachella 2022 Installations Explore Architecture, Pop Culture, and Communities of the World

Temporary landmarks and architectural feats aside, music festivals have a greater impact on the cities in
towns in which they’re hosted that last much longer than the extended weekend in which they occur. First,
there are many positive impacts that successful festivals can bring. For recurring events, crowds can reach
up to 90,000 visitors in one weekend, in turn bringing a significant economic injection of tempt

and additional revenue. The town of Indio, which hosts Coachella annually, reports over $250 .......<..
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Earlier this summer, Chicago’s biggest event, Lollapalooza, featured numerous headliners that drew tens of
thousands of fans but also raised concerns about the city’s curfew which forced minors to remain inside
past 10 PM which was recently enacted after a significant increase in crime. But activists say that this only
penalizes the city’s youth, who are largely African American and Hispanic, and benefits the teens who travel
in from the suburbs, who are overwhelmingly white. Many Chicagoans and urban policymakers
underscored the ways that the festival criminalized its own residents. Additionally, the festival has seen
support to move to another city, although the mayor recently renewed it for the foreseeable future, citing
financial gains as the main reason why Lolla should return. Locals say that after the festival concludes, the
surrounding areas are left dirty, especially covered with broken glass and other alcohol containers that are

slow to get cleaned up, impacting the people who utilize the park on a frequent basis.
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Are music festivals worth it? In the short term, there is much financial benefit to be gained- but there is
much that can be improved upon. Some established franchises work to ensure that community groups are
able to get involved in the festival through partnerships with lower-income neighborhoods and
underserved schools. Others are looking for ways to create cultural programs where the performers attend
volunteer events to attract fans to clean up after the festivals as a way to give back to the city that hosted
them. Some festivals even give out free tickets to people who live in the immediate area, enticing them to
attend. Especially in places where these events occur year after year, it’s easy for the resentment to grow. As
a result, music festivals need to do more to make them more socially equitable and create benefits for the

communities that might greatly outweigh any negative impacts.

Image gallery
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