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Dutch architecture studio MVRDV has revealed the Oasis Towers development in Nanjing, China,
which is comprised of two L-shaped skyscrapers with angular cliff-like facades.

Named Oasis Towers, the mixed-use residential and commercial development comprises two 150-
metre tall skyscrapers and is set to be built on a site at the edge of Nanjing's Jiangbei New Area
Financial District.
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Oasis Towers is a mixed-use development that was designed by MVRDV

"The contemporary architecture of Nanjing takes its inspiration from nature in form and
appearance,” said MVRDYV co-founder Winy Maas.

"With Oasis Towers we wanted to push this trend to the max — not only emulating nature with
curving, stratified 'cliffs’ but also to literally incorporate nature into the design with the greenery
and by tapping into natural processes.”

Each of the towers will be built on opposite corners of the blocks in order to take advantage of
prevailing western winds that will maximise ventilation to the site, according to the studio.
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It is comprised of two 150-metre tall towers

A formal, gridded facade will decorate the outward, perimeter-facing skins of the towers while the
inward-facing facades will feature rippling and cascading terraces oriented toward a public
shopping plaza.

Terraces, which will be clad in recycled bamboo and covered in trees, shrubs and greenery, will
taper into the perimeter of the site forming a three-storey envelope surrounding the "oasis” and
park-like space at its centre.

Trees and plants will line the terraces of the towers
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convenient access to the site’s park, while residential areas will occupy the upper 11oors.

Read:

MVRDV models Skanderbeg Building on head of Albania's
national hero

"This park-like space has a number of functions: it provides cooling and biodiversity, the canopy
offers privacy by shielding the residents of the upper floors from the shoppers below, and it creates
awalkable environment that connects the two plots across the central road,” said MVRDV.

Curving balconies will differentiate the otherwise identical towers, with every floor different in its
curving shape to those below.
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A park-like space will occupy the centre of the site

Across the residential levels, planters and shrubbery will divide resident balconies.

Greenery will play a part in Oasis Towers’ sustainability efforts, with trees and plants helping to
shade and cool the site in warmer months and rooftop reed beds used to filter and clean water as
part of a greywater recycling system.
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A road will bisect the site

MVRDV is an architecture studio that was founded in Rotterdam in 1993. The studio recently began
construction on a mixed-use building in Tirana, which it modelled on a bust of prominent historical
figure Gjergj Kastrioti.

Earlier this year the studio revealed plans to convert Herman Hertzberger’s 1970s Centraal Beheer
building in the Netherlands into a residential district into over 650 homes.

The visuals are courtesy of MVRDV.
Dezeen is on WeChat!

Click here to read the Chinese version of this article on Dezeen'’s official WeChat account, where
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"Architects must reject the follow your passion’” ODA'’s "fractal” skyscraper latest addition to
narrative and see ourselves as workers” Billionaire’s Row

Invisible Studio adds rammed-earth yoga studio = Drone video explores Taipei Performing Arts
to the gardens of Somerset hotel Center by OMA
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Year: 2020

Photographs : Tim Mueller, Matthew Caillouet, Collin Richie

Yo [ E

Manufacturers : Alias, Herman Miller, Koroseal, Mohawk Flooring, OCL, Patcraft, VS America, Won-
Door, DWR Contract, Dal Tile, Hightower, Johnsonite / Tarkett, Mecho, Tandus Centiva / Tarkett

[

Lead Architects : Angela Ward Hyatt AIA; Warren Schwartz FAIA; Rex Cabaniss AIA
MEP Engineering : Associated Design Group, Inc.

Structural Engineer: SCA Consulting

Technology & Acoustics : Shen Milsom Wilke, LLC

Landscape Architect : Reich Associates

Civil Engineering: CSRS

General Contractor: Buquet & LeBlanc, Inc.
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local community.

Downtown Baton Rouge has recently seen an economic revival, yet forty percent of the city’s residents still
live at or below the poverty line. With the Library following a pay-as-you-go strategy, fiscal responsibility
was a major project driver, and the design and budget required comprehensive public vetting and full
community support. The program was developed with an emphasis on technology, the broadest possible
service menu, and the goal of providing facilities that would allow teens and adults to use the library to

explore new interests and access information and training in ways that could help set them up for success.
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and connections to other civic institutions including the local arts community, nonprofit research,
educational institutions, and government. The new library building covers the entire site area, locating

public green space on the roof.
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The library’s cantilevered form is a response to both the program and the local climate. There was a strong
desire to provide children with their own dedicated floor for safety reasons, but the program area for this
age group was a relatively small part of the total building area. By stacking children’s services above high-
use browsing and public computer areas on the street level, upper floors would need to be larger. This
creates a form that not only provides much-needed weather protection off the street without an additional
tacked-on canopy but also a large platform for a roof terrace. This terrace wraps nearly the entire fourth
floor and is one of the few publicly accessible outdoor spaces in the city with views of the Mississippi over

the levee.
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The library’s facades are carefully tuned to each solar exposure. The largest windows face north, while
smaller windows on the east, south, and west are shielded by angled perforated aluminum sunscreens. At
the roof terrace, horizontal louvered sunshades provide relief from the hot sun, and native plants nrovide

natural cooling. Inside, large murals of the Mississippi’s historic “meanders” shows how the ec
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The library was designed to be a community shelter during hurricanes and major storms, and, although it
opened in the middle of the COVID-19 pandemic, it has already become Baton Rouge’s “living room”: a
place for connection and collaboration for the community to learn, connect and explore. The new facilitv

provides opportunities and engagement for all, meeting its users wherever they are in life, witl
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Things You Should Know About Artificial Intelligence and Design

Anatomy of an Al system

Written by Phillip Fernberg

a day ago ~ Share

Should designers care about artificial intelligence (Al) or machine learning (ML)? There is no question that
technology is adding texture to the current zeitgeist. Never could | have imagined seeing a blockbuster hit
where Ryan Reynolds emerges as a conscious non-player character in a video game and a flop where
Melissa McCarthy negotiates humanity’s future with a James Corden-powered superintelligence within a
year of each other. But does learning Al and ML’s ins and outs really matter for the creative professions and

our nebulous, invaluable way of operating?
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Should Care about Artificial Intelligence and its gospel is a primer for designers of all cuts — landscape,

graphic, industrial, or otherwise — to get oriented to a brave new world of human-machine relations.

Il A DESIGNER'S GUIDE TO Al

When | say gospel, | do not mean it ironically. Armstrong’s prose is tinged with the passion of an evangelist
trying to open our eyes to the great and terrible possibilities of Al-driven design practice. A book of this
nature is sorely needed. As Brent Chamberlain and | argued last year in a Landscape Architecture Magazine
article, the built environment professions are in the midst of an unprecedented technological
transformation that is so overwhelmingly expansive yet so subtle it can be easy to ignore — even if for the

mere sake of mental and emotional preservation.
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We landscape architects need some particular stirring in this regard. The complexity and timescale of our
working medium combined with a mostly healthy skepticism towards new technology for new technology’s
sake can sometimes make it seem like the profession is perpetually playing catch-up. Big Data. Big

Design. offers the catch-up without condescension, taking the generalist view that every design discipline

needs to understand machine learning better regardless of pre-existing technical prowess.

The book’s structure is straightforward, with four main sections sandwiched by a preface and conclusion.
The scale of discussion in these sections oscillates between broad definitions of what exactly Al and ML are
(Armstrong uses the terms Al and ML interchangeably) and more specific examples of how they are used in

design practice.

The parishioner’s tone of the first three chapters then turns more technical in the fourth as the author
delves more into the weeds of ML, specifically the differences between its three main approaches:
supervised learning, unsupervised learning, and reinforcement learning. If | were to use a crude analogy to
sum up the book’s conceptual sequence, | would say it follows Simon Sinek’s golden circle model: it starts
with why designers should care about ML, elaborates how designers might use it, and culminates in what

such a process might mean for society.
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Nearly anyone who lives in the modern world produces data, often on the order of terabytes per day. We
text our friends, stream videos, use fitness apps, ask Siri about the weather while we look out the window,
walk by CCTV cameras, and the list goes on. Most of these data are unstructured, i.e. not organized in any

clear order. Machine learning provides a way for computers to glean meaning from this lack of structure.

As Armstrong puts it, “even now as you read, computers sift and categorize your data trails—both

unstructured and structured — plunging deeper into who you are and what makes you tick.” H

thic? The chart answer i< aloarithms <tatistical analvsis and nredictinon Not <iire what anv of thase words
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As a researcher dedicated to demystifying emerging technology for landscape architects, | believe it is vital
we get designers of all demographics and digital abilities to a shared understanding of what Al is so we can

all better facilitate its continued permeation into practice. Big Data. Big Design. does this is in spades.

The book’s real strength lies in the compilation of concrete examples from ML-assisted design practice.
Armstrong assembles a fantastically broad collection of work exploring this new era of human-machine
design that gives support to her claim that “our interactions with machines are shifting from ‘transactional’

to ‘relational’” and that with that transition comes a fundamentally new way of seeing design.

The reader is introduced to a vibrant, emerging ecology of human-machine design partnerships, envisaging
at once all the good that can be accomplished for humanity when those partnerships are well thought out
and all the ill that can come when they are not. There are in-depth interviews with human-computer
interaction experts like John Zimmerman and descriptions of visionary creative work like that of Tellart and

Toyota’s emotionally intelligent concept cars.
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Another example: Superflux’s Mitigation of Shock installations portrays a post-humanist model for

adapting to climate change.

And Kate Crawford and Vladan Joler offer a mini-essay on Al ethics.
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about the implications of technology for society, the most glaring fault a landscape architect will likely see

while reading is the omission of ML-driven design being produced in our discipline.

While certainly sparser than that of graphic arts, industrial design, or even architecture, human-machine
design work does exist in landscape architecture. Landscape architects are using ML to iterate streetscape
designs, explore novel approaches to coastal terraforming, and generate high-level urban design concepts,
to name a few things. An author professing to speak to all of us ought to do some due diligence on that, and
if she did, at least mention it — especially when she resides in a school that includes landscape architects

and is theoretically aware of our impact as a design discipline.

Despite this criticism, it is hard to overemphasize the importance and utility of a book like Big Data. Big
Design., which takes an overwhelmingly complex and technical subject and translates it into accessible
language for designers of any discipline so that we can better understand how it affects us. The increasing
spread of Al into every industry means that those who program Al systems in many ways design the societal
outcomes those systems produce, even when said systems become completely autonomous. | agree with
Armstrong when she writes “we human designers must be there to frame the right problems — the

problems that will move us toward future points that truly benefit humanity.”

This article was originally published on The Dirt.
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