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Being square sucks! At least, that's what the trends of 2022 tell us. The report carried out by Pinterest
points out the curved design as the future of decoration, whether in objects or even from architecture. For
that reason, we looked for Brazilian residential projects that trace curved walls in their designs. The reasons
are the most varied and the results offer a unique composition: as an architectural party, to contrast with

the orthogonality of other walls or to create unique spaces.
Below, see eleven houses that bring curved walls into their designs.
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Yugen House / Studio Gabriel Bordin
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Sapucai-Mirim House / APBA - Arquiteto Paulo Bastos e Associados
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) (] B

Home Projects Products Folders Feed

https://www.archdaily.com/982592/brazilian-houses-11-houses-with-curved-walls 5/11


https://www.archdaily.com.br/br/779424/residencia-em-goncalves-andre-vainer-arquitetos
https://www.archdaily.com/926298/casa-vila-pinhal-alexandre-faccin
https://www.archdaily.com/982592/brazilian-houses-11-houses-with-curved-walls/6272afcd1b6f3a016a833b6a-brazilian-houses-11-houses-with-curved-walls-image
https://www.archdaily.com/982592/brazilian-houses-11-houses-with-curved-walls/6272afcb1b6f3a016a833b68-brazilian-houses-11-houses-with-curved-walls-image
https://www.archdaily.com/?ad_name=small-logo
https://www.archdaily.com/982592/brazilian-houses-11-houses-with-curved-walls
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects
https://www.archdaily.com/search/products

12:40,7.6.2022 Brazilian Houses: 11 Houses with Curved Walls | ArchDaily

House for H / Atelier Kohlmann Lorentz
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Multifunctional Stairs: 9 Options to Take Advantage of Vertical
Circulation Space

Written by Audrey Migliani | Translated by José Tomas Franco

about 22 hours ago ~ Share

On other occasions, we have written about how to design stairs and calculate their dimensions. We have
also collected references from Portuguese projects that demonstrate the versatility of wooden staircases.
Today, we present some of our best examples highlighting the multifunctional potential of staircases in

interior spaces.

Whether they separate rooms, add extra storage space, or hold a play area for pets, stairs long ago ceased
to be just an element that facilitated vertical circulation. Check 9 ideas that will stimulate your creativity

and explore the possibilities regarding the value that a staircase can add to your project.

Related Article Save

@ k@) D fg]

Home Projects Products Folders Feed

https://www.archdaily.com/939126/multifunctional-stairs-9-options-to-take-advantage-of-vertical-circulation-space 1/16


https://www.archdaily.com/892647/how-to-make-calculations-for-staircase-designs
https://www.archdaily.com.br/br/937044/versatilidade-das-escadas-de-madeira-em-20-casas-portuguesas
https://www.archdaily.com/901203/17-unconventional-stair-railings-to-inspire-your-next-project
https://www.archdaily.com/939126/multifunctional-stairs-9-options-to-take-advantage-of-vertical-circulation-space/5eb329e2b35765f8f90003ee-multifunctional-stairs-9-options-to-take-advantage-of-vertical-circulation-space-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/author/audrey-migliani
https://www.archdaily.com/author/jose-tomas-franco
https://www.archdaily.com/?ad_name=small-logo
https://www.archdaily.com/939126/multifunctional-stairs-9-options-to-take-advantage-of-vertical-circulation-space
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects
https://www.archdaily.com/search/products

12:39,7.6.2022 Multifunctional Stairs: 9 Options to Take Advantage of Vertical Circulation Space | ArchDaily

Ihe Casa REX, designed by FGMF Arquitetos, teatures a stalrcase that also tunctions as a warehouse,

allowing its employees to keep orders stock for delivery in an accessible and organized way.

Some sections of the wooden stairs are located parallel to a 70-square-meter shelf, made up of stacked

pieces of precast concrete.

Closed Storage

The staircase designed by the Rafael Schmid Architekten office for the Lucciola House Renovation doubles
as a closed cabinet set with the same finish as the kitchen furniture, creating a uniquely integrated interior

environment.
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Open Niches

Unlike the previous example, the central element of the AT House, designed by Estudio ODS, is the staircase
itself. The bottom part of the staircase doubles as a shelf with open niches in the middle of the living room.

This set was executed with a 27 mm thick structural wood panel.
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Designed In the "void" of the staircase, this type of turniture can hold a number ot different items. In the
case of the Gémeas House, designed by Zoom Urbanismo Arquitetura e Disefio, it is used to showcase a

collection of miniature chairs. It also includes open coffee and storage niches, mixed with closed cabinets.

Internal Division

In the project for the Alameda Restaurant developed in a partnership between the Biselli Katchborian
Arquitetos and Zanatta Figueiredo offices, the central staircase organizes the space by functioning as a

translucent partition (which also functions as a "lantern") between two rows of high tables and stools.
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Similarly, the staircase of the Attic Reform in Paris, signed by the 05 AM Arquitectura office, is configured in
two different ways on each floor: on the first floor it is a permeable partition, and on the secon

a delimiting element. This transition works because of the space between the wooden slats, wmcn narrows
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Sculptural Element

Stairs are, in themselves, striking elements in the middle of a space. Whether they are simple or
sophisticated, it is quite common for them to be highlighted in an interior space. With this in mind, the
architects at the Vasquez Consuegra office designed a 100% silver metal staircase that draws the eyes of

visitors to the MKR Store, in the same way that a sculpture in a museum does.
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Its helical shape appears like a giant screw, creating an axis of rotation that facilitates the articulation of the

different floors.
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The feline-designed staircase uses the same color and materiality as the office desk, allowing the human
resident to remain connected with their cats while working (those with pets at home can imagine how

interesting this can be).
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Collective Seats

The Royal FIC headquarters, designed by architects Eduardo Borges Barcellos + Garoa, includes a large
central staircase that can be an alternative space for work or informal meetings. It also allows the company

to gather more people for meetings, acting as a potential auditorium.
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Bicycle Parking

The use of alternative vehicles is becoming more frequent in large cities: bicycles and scooters are the most
popular today. Thus, it may be interesting to use the space underneath the staircase near the front door as
a parking lot. The architects of Esquissos - Arquitectura e Consultoria had this brilliant idea when they

designed the GD House.
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Editor's Note: This article was originally published on May 18, 2020.
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Architecture, with all its practitioners, academics, and theorists, have long been exploring utopic ideas with
hopes of turning them into something concrete for the sake of a better world. But as the world heads
towards an even greater polarization than it currently has, the architecture practice found itself having to
adapt to the current systems of the planet, constrained by its ever-growing conditions. Slowly, practitioners
realized that utopia can not truly be seen as the ideal solution, and needed to be readapted or morphed
with other concepts for it to actually work. DETAIL's latest monograph BIG. Architecture and Construction
Details / BIG. Architektur und Baudetails, a rapport between BIG’s imaginative, unbuilt utopias and

functional, built architecture, explores 20 projects from the firm's workshop.

Derived from the Greek word "ou-topos", which means “no place” or “nowhere”, the term "utopia” was
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Since utopia emits the illusion of perfection, this concept has mostly been seen in science fiction movies
and books. In architecture, it has been expressed through ideas of a self-sufficient, independent, cohesive
projects, as there hasn't been any clear physical characteristics or design elements that defined utopic
designs. This lack of definition and restriction allowed architects to disregard consumer-driven projects
and prioritize comfort over complying with structural guidelines, focusing on the social, economic, and
political values of the urban fabric, and ensuring that the built environment is providing harmony within
the community. Aesthetically, architects were inspired by abstract works of art and fictional movies, a style
that stood against the cruelties and injustices of the world, and put an end to the wars waged between

countries.
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"Giving Form to the Future by Looking at Both Past and Present": BIG on its Latest Publication
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complexities of its contemporaneity through a unique open, flexible, and three-dimensional model". Soon
enough, projects that were deemed impossible such as those of Arata Izozaki with the City in the Air (1961),
Yona Friedman with his Space City (1964) or Kisho Kurokawa with his Helical City (1961) were being
highlighted again, proving that these projects were not too far fetched. In 1924, Le Corbusier’s Ville
Radieuse (Radiant City) was never actualized, although many of its principles influenced contemporary
urban planning. In 1932, Frank Lloyd Wright’s utopic proposal aimed to create the perfect harmony
between built and natural environment, so he imagined Broadacre City, where at least one acre of ground

was assigned to each household, and removed everything that was urban.

However, this notion of perfection, self-reliability, and isolation caused by utopic societies was sure to
create dissonance among all aspects of the community, mostly because these ideals serve as constraints
rather than guidelines - even more so now that the entire world is witnessing detrimental effects of climate
change, unstable economies, and reliance on digitalized and artificial-driven practices. This reality
launched what's called “pragmatic utopia”, a utopia that combines an unattainable ideal with pragmatism,
creating an almost ideal fragment of the world. First coined by architect and bioregional planner Davidya
Kasperzyk, the term was further explored by Bjarke Ingles Group (BIG), describing an architectural style

that pursues a perfect world through designs tempered by reality.
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¢ When the global economy collapsed in the summer of 2008, all our
commissions disappeared in one fell swoop and we had to start all over again.
Allin all, I don’t think we are any less experimental today than we were in the
beginning. The big difference between now and then is that a lot of our wild
fantasies have become a reality. That’s why we’re actually being taken
seriously now. Many of the concepts we developed in the past are finally

finding a set of conditions where they can actually happen. -- Bjarke Ingels 7
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BIG's The Twist - Kistefos Museum in Jevnaker, Norway represents the firm's approach of pragmatic utopia.
Using a lot of wood, water, and a slightly sloping terrain perfect for exploiting hydropower as a source
provided ideal conditions for the Kistefos cellulose factory. For the Tirpitz Museum in Blavand, Denmark,
the office extrapolated the existing topography and concealed the main part of the 2,800-m?” area of the
building beneath the ground. In addition to its unique form, many pragmatic and detailed solutions
contribute to the convincing overall impression made by the museum building. Another venture by BIG is
the Hyperloop, a tubular transit system that relies on maglev (magnetic-levitation) technology to transport

passengers or cargo at speeds in excess of 700 miles per hour.
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¢ Only when an idea has crossed the threshold from fantasy to reality, and

moves from the virtual world of images and data into the real world of atoms

and spaces, does it gain tactility and credibility. -- Bjarke Ingels 7
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Answering the question of “what will be the future of architecture?", architects are relying on the
intelligence of materials, such as regenerative bio-concrete, carbon concrete, hydro-ceramics, and self-
cleaning materials. As cities continue to develop, new tools are emerging to help envision and create the
future built environment, with the help of machine learning, artificial intelligence, and generative design.
Speaking of artificial intelligence, the world is also witnessing a major shift from the real world into digital
platforms, particularly with the amplification of the Metaverse last year, which generated a new debate on

the values of architecture in the digital age.

Architects today are also looking beyond the boundaries of planet Earth. BIG is in the process of

building the first-ever-house for four people on the Moon, using existing resources, generating new
tectonics and vernacular architecture. Elaborating on how there will be 3D-printed buildings in space in the
near future, Bjarke explains that the actual implementation, which tends to sound like fiction, would
involve obsidian-like material, similar to what “dragon glass” is in the television series “Game of Thrones”.

Using a solar laser, moon dust (also called lunar regolith), can be solidified to produce a kind of moon

obsidian.
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The Importance of Color Palettes in Architectural Design

Written by Victor Delaqua

2 days ago ~ Share

Besides thermal, acoustic and luminous comfort, colors are factors that influence the sensation we feel

when in an environment and become a strong device to influence the user's behavior.

Far beyond aesthetic preferences, the use of certain colors can bring different meanings that cover other
fields such as psychology or symbology. Therefore, it is known that a color does not depend only on light
and environment, but also on the perception we have of it. The German Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe, who
has deepened his study of the Theory of Colors, points out that the identification of tones is su

Save
the effects are universal. As an example, the warm colors (red, yellow and orange) are moredy.._....._ _.._
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In the architecture field, the possibilities are infinite - contrasts between different materials and colors,
different tendencies such as pastel or neon tones, or even acromatism. In any case, colors are a
fundamental tool to intensify or diminish the presence of elements, facilitate or complicate the reading of
the environment as a whole. For this reason, we have selected some projects that are colored in different
ways and we highlight the chosen palettes as a way to exemplify the different sensations that can be

generated in the viewer.
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Did you know that it is possible to search for projects by their colors in ArchDaily? Click on one of these

and see how easy it is: pink, red, orange, blue, green, yellow, black, gray, white.

Editor's Note: This article was originally published in June 2020, and updated in April 2022.
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