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Wooden floors bring warmth, personality and style to any interior space, whether old or new. Rustic and
elegant, wood also has excellent thermal properties, a pleasant temperature to the touch, and can even
improve the acoustics of a space by absorbing sound waves. They are also highly durable and resistant to
daily use. It is therefore no surprise that they are one of the favorite and most coveted materials for
residential interiors. Wooden flooring is also very visually appealing, with a huge amount of variations
possible in its design. Pieces can vary greatly depending on which part of the trunk they come from, even if
they are from the same manufacturer and tree species. Colors and designs also vary according to different
tree species, from light yellows to dark browns, with infinite possibilities. In addition, it is possible to create
various types of patterns when laying the floor, according to the dimensions of the pieces used and the

desired effect for the space.
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Wood has a long history in interior design. Around the 16th century, some buildings were built with wooden
floorboards. But without the modern tools to process wood and properly sand, fixate and glue it in place,
its appearance was coarse and unrefined, with rough surfaces and gaps between floorboards. Louis XIV,
King of France, ordered in 1684 to replace the marble floors of the Versailles Palace with an intricate
modulation of oak wood floors, which created an instant frenzy among the French aristocracy. The palace's
floor pattern remains in use today, and consists of an arrangement of rectangular and square pieces,
framed by rectangular tablets. The use of smaller pieces-or parquets- allowed for a plethora of layout
patterns, much like a large puzzle, while also avoiding the deformation of the longest parts. There are
currently many sizing options available on the market, from small fillets to robust tablets. See below some

of the most commonly used wooden floors:
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Rectangular pieces

This is the most commonly used pattern for long wooden floor pieces. The boards are arranged parallel to
each other, with many professionals recommending that the installation be done perpendicularly to the
light entering the space's doors and windows, so that the joints are not so visible. It is also common to lay
the boards in the direction of the room's smallest dimension, in order to create a widening effect for the

space.
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Because it is a natural material, wood expands and contracts slightly as temperature and moisture change.
The bigger the pieces, the greater the risks, as the aforementioned changes can weaken the flooring.

Therefore, it is always important that the junctions between the parts (places with greater fragility) are

evenly spaced.
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"Zigzag" Pattern
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The zigzag or V arrangement is also know as Herringbone or Chevron patterns. In the former, the wood
pieces are rectangular and fit together at their ends, forming a 90-degree angle between them. The

Herringbone pattern is quite ancient, with traces of its use among the Egyptians and Romans, by the name
of Opus Spicatum.

The Chevron pattern is also derived from the zigzag shape, though what makes it unique is ho

The pieces are not fitted, as in the other two examples, but cut in order to meet perfectly along ... «...,
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These are sets of pieces that form repetitive square shapes. They can create a wide range of patterns, such
as the rather simple checkerboard, or other more complex ones, such as the aforementioned Versailles and
others that form segmented shapes throughout the space. Precisely for this reason, its use is recommended

for larger areas.
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Hexagonal and diamond-shaped pieces
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These patterns are the most complex to work with as they lack accurate angles, either 45 or 30 degrees, to
obtain the exact arrangement of the pieces. They appear as three-dimensional patterns on the floor, which

can be amplified using different shades on each piece.
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Although they are extremely durable and reusable, it is important that natural wood floors receive proper
treatment in order to remain hydrated and waterproof, such as by using varnishes and oils. In addition, it is

important to avoid exposing wooden floors to too much water, as this can damage the pieces.

See all wooden floor product options on Architonic.
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Australian Sustainable Hardwoods (ASH) EGGER
Australian Oak Engineered Flooring EGGER PRO Laminate Flooring
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Enter Your Projects Into the World Architecture Festival Awards

Written by Diego Hernandez

about 11 hours ago ~ Share

World Architecture Festival will take place in Lisbon, from the 30 November - 2 December 2022. This year’s
WAF theme is ‘Together’. Festival speakers and participants will be invited to consider how architecture is
responding to the renewal of collective life post-pandemic, and in the light of commitments to combatting

climate change.

Submit your work and present live in Lisbon in front of an international judging panel to receive instant,
career-enhancing feedback. There are 44 categories spanning completed buildings, future projects,
landscapes and interiors. Alongside the unique judging process sits keynote talks, workshops, a product

exhibition and a host of fringe and networking events for all delegates to enjoy. Save
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Caliskan, Jeremy Smith, Pedro Azevedo and Sanjay Puri. See the full list here.

Past winners are a roll-call of significant architects from across the world including Foster & Partners, Zaha
Hadid Architects; Snohetta; BIG; Isay Weinfeld; Perkins & Will; Rogers Stirk Harbour; FJMT and Sou
Fujimoto. Visit the World Buildings Directory to view all the previous winners.

Alongside the World Architecture Festival sits its sister festival; World Festival of Interiors - Inside. Inside is a
feast of creativity, inspiration and knowledge for the interiors industry and is now open for awards entries.
Comprising the most original and exciting interiors from the last 18 months, projects can be entered across

11 diverse categories.

As Headline Media Partner, ArchDaily readers can receive a 20% discount on submissions and delegate
tickets using the code ARCHDAILYWAF22

WAF entry deadline: 27th May 2022
Inside entry deadline: 20th May 2022

Find out more about WAF: https://www.worldarchitecturefestival.com
Find out more about INSIDE: https://www.insidefestival.com/
A Share
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After radically transforming the world of design and production in sectors such as automotive and
aerospace, robotics is now entering the construction sector. That is why Ecole des Ponts ParisTech, a
leading French engineering school founded in 1747, preparing future leaders, civil engineers and

researchers, has developed a new training curriculum.

Currently recruiting, the Digital Building Design Executive Master (known as Mastere Spécialisé® in France)
provides attendees with a cross disciplinary culture of computational design and comprehensive
knowledge of cutting-edge technologies in the fields of parametric architecture, advanced geometry,

robotics and digital manufacturing for the construction industry. The program is designed for
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The DBD executive master’s main goals are to provide attendees with a solid knowledge of parametric
generative design and computer-aided manufacturing, give students a broad set of expertise to take
advantage of digital manufacturing technologies (3D printing, Robotics, CNC prototyping, etc.) and finally
encourage a process-oriented approach to design, based on optimization approaches and the use of

environmental data in architecture.

At the end of the 16-month training, graduates have the know-how to innovate their design workflow using
a computational and collaborative approach towards architecture and engineering. The cohort comprises
of Project Managers, Computational Designers, Facade Consultants, Structural Engineer Experts in complex

geometry, Chief Design Officers, Interaction Designers, Robot and Drone Designers.

GridShell MS DBD Chaire Holcim Ponts
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The program requires an architect or master’s degree as well as professional experience with a good

knowledge of 3D modeling.

Another option for architects or companies’ employees is to select an innovative 5 week-long module
combining Construction Robotics with either Computer-Aided Manufacturing or Computer-Aided Design.
The goal is to have a complete understanding of tools for digital design or robotic manufacturing and to

design or build non-standard objects and complex geometries.

Computer-Aided Manufacturing includes workshops on large-scale 3D printing, a cutting edge technology
involving robotics, material design and building system innovation. Digital wood manufacturing, discrete
assembly - which is especially relevant in a context of ecological crisis where reuse becomes a necessity -

and quality control using digital tools such as six-axis robots, laser scanner, photogrammetry ¢
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On the other hand, the Computer-Aided elective focuses on advanced architectural geometry, a discipline
at the intersection of engineering, architecture and discrete differential geometry. It includes courses on
how the latest advances in machine learning are used in the construction industry, multi criteria
environmental optimization and, last but not least, form finding, a module exploring the concepts and
algorithms of structural form-finding, especially for funicular structures (e.g. force density method), flexural

structures (e.g. gridshells) as well as semi-continuous methods (iso geometric analysis).

At Ecole des Ponts ParisTech, students have access to makerspace, robots such as 3D printers, professors,

researchers of the renowned Navier laboratory and experts in the field.

Upon completion of this course, students will have a general understanding of the implications of this
cutting-edge technology in construction and design to make informed decisions for projects that require

the use of robotic processes.

...astére Spécialisé Digital Building Design (DBD) de I'Ecole des Ponts ParisTech
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For more information and to apply, visit the Digital Building Design website at Ecole des Ponts ParisTech, or
its LinkedIn profile. Applications are open and the last selection committee is coming. Submit your

application before June 30th to be considered.

An open house of the makerspace is scheduled on May 17th at noon at the Ecole des Ponts ParisTech’s
campus: 6 ave Blaise Pascal - Cité Descartes - Champs-sur-Marne, France.

RSVP: info-ms@enpc.fr

More information available at the links below:
https://www.ecoledesponts.fr/en/executive-master-dbd

https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/masteres-specialises-ecoledesponts
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