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Written by Dima Stouhi about 10 hours ago A Share

The Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival 2022, an annual festival held in the Colorado Desert in
Indio, California, has opened to the public on Friday April 15th with immersive installations by 11
international architects, artists, and designers. Through explorations of scale, light, sound, and
colors, the contextual installations explore global themes such as connectedness, environmental
sustainability, immigration, social behavior and architecture, pop culture, and the community, and
will be on display on April 15-17 and April 22-24, 2022.

11 large-scale dynamic installations reimagine everyday objects and experiences as playful forms
and spaces, using progressive approaches to light, structure, sound, and material, as well as
responding to the unique topography and biodiversity of the desert. In addition to them being
artistic explorations of global themes, the installations also serve as navigational markers and

gathering points on the desert's vast field.
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¢ Building on our art program with designers, architects and visual artists
from around the world and from the Coachella Valley allows festival-
goers to explore shared global interests and perspectives through the
experience of ambitious and one-of-a-kind, large-scale installations. In
the same way music is a universal language, the experience of these new
spaces invites connectedness and adds an iconic sense of place in the
spirit of the Festival. -- Paul Clemente, Coachella Valley Music and Arts

Festival Art Program Manager 7

Read on to discover a selection of this year's Coachella installations along with their descriptions.
Mutts by Oana Stanescu
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"We can learn a lot from dogs: joy, lust for life, loyalty, unconditional affection and an endless
capacity for interspecies love." The New York-based Romanian architect designed massive
recyclable canine sculptures, each in a typical position to create a dialog and inviting interaction
with visitors, as they can touch the nose of the stretching dog, walk under the pointer, and rest on
the paws of the sitting dog. The striking silhouettes are built with steel frames and filled with a
variety of colorful plants, reducing the dogs to their minimal forms, and allowing their expressions
to speak through their

contours and gestures.

Buoyed by Kiki Van Eijk

The Eindhoven, Netherlands-based designer created Buoyed with "great optimism for the future".
Three buoys, each about four storeys tall and angled as if they’re floating in a sea of grass, create a
surreal and happy space for all visitors, with each including cultural references that emphasize
diversity and inclusivity. The off-white buoy features butterfly wings spread from its shiny steeple
that illuminate at night. The blue buoy combines an igloo form with a patchwork dome atop a
Dutch-style windmill, and the green buoy features a 24-foot diameter base whose soft stucco rim

allows for comfortable seating. The designer exnlains that “it’s ahout the iournev we’re making
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Cocoon (BKF + H300) by Martin Huberman

The Argentina-based architect and designer created a nine-storey sculpture constructed with 300
reproductions of the iconic BKF, known worldwide as the “butterfly” chair. In 1940 three
architects, Bonet, Kurchan and Ferrari, designed the original chair, which was added to MoMA's
permanent collection a year later, and became a popular culture icon shortly after that. Its
structure, which includes a silky “skin” made of window shade-type material, offers shade during

the day and illumination at night.

The Playground by Architensions

In a colorful gesture to bring urbanity to the desert, Architensions, the architectural design and
research studio of Alessandro Orsini and Nick Roseboro, presents a vertical response to the single-
story suburban sprawl in the Coachella Valley. Focused on human interaction with architecture, the
module grid framework encompasses four towers, each ranging from 42 to 56 feet in height and a
few linked by skybridges. Each tower features a variety of geometric forms, some with cyan,
magenta, and yellow dichroic film that blend with the surroundings as the sun shines through

them, and others mirrored to encourage people to interact with them.

Circular Dimensions x Microscape by Cristopher Cichocki
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The five-storey-tall Circular Dimensions (Microscape), constructed with more than 25,000 feet of
PVC tubes, presents a visual spectacle of the artist’s ongoing exploration of water and the history of
the desert. The bandshell-shaped pavilion contains a laboratory where scientists and artists can
generate experimental “video paintings” by manipulating water, salt, barnacles, and algae from the

Salton Sea under microscopes, and project the activity in real time inside the pavilion’s “nucleus.”

La Guardiana by LosDos

La Guardiana hovers over the festival grounds wearing an enredo (skirt), a rebozo (shawl) to carry
her child, a mask to conceal her identity, and horns to represent strength. The installation stands
as the guardian of the immigrants from Mexico and around the globe. The iconography on her skirt
includes people walking and traveling by train and boat toward the border wall, resembling the

reasons behind making the dangerous journey to strange lands.
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Along with the new artists and designers, several recurring participants have returned to the desert
with new installations. UK-based art and design studio NEWSUBSTANCE returned to Coachella for
the third year with Spectra, an installation that has won The Architect’s Newspaper 2018 Best of
Design Award in the Lighting-Outdoor category, as well as a 2018 Gold prize from the International
Design Awards. Other returning designers include Do LaB, the Los Angeles-based creative team
which reimagined this year’s stage Warrior One as fantastical and interactive experiences inspired
by human connection, authenticity, and environmental sustainability, artist Robert Bose, designer
of the quarter-mile long kinetic Balloon Chain, Don Kennell, the New Mexico-based artist known for
monumental animal sculptures, and after-school artists Raices Cultura from the City of Coachella,

who are presenting their installation Blooming Culture.

Image gallery
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Metaverse: A Fertile Ground for Architects?

MORE ARTICLES

Written by Marilia Matoso | Translated by Diogo Simdes about 12 hours ago A Share

Metaverse is the name used to name an immersive, collective and hyper-realistic virtual

environment, where people will be able to live together using 3D customized avatars.

It was coined by writer Neal Stephenson in his science fiction book “Snow Crash”, published in
1992. The work tells the story of “Hiro Protagonist”, a character who in real life is a pizza delivery

boy, but in the virtual world - called metaverse in the story - is a samurai.

Some projects have tried to create something similar to a metaverse. One of the main examples is
the game Second Life, released in 2003 by Liden Lab. The game is a 3D virtual environment that
simulates real life. Users can create avatars and socialize with each other. The game has attracted

thousands of gamers, but has failed to fully unite real and virtual worlds.

Games like Roblox, Fortnite and Minecraft also take advantage of the metaverse concept, and
introduce some elements of this new universe. In these games, people have their own characters,
participate in quests, bond with each other, and go to events. Travis Scott performed a concert

inside Fortnite that was watched by 12.3 million people, for example.
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Facebook's link to the metaverse is old, and the commercial interest is nothing new. In 2014, the
Terroxy Resin Systems in
Convention Centers &

group acquired Oculus, a company that makes virtual reality headsets, equipment necessary to

access this new reality still under construction. .
Transit | Terrazzo &

Marble

The idea is for the metaverse to have a virtual economy of its own, and for people to be able to
work, buy houses, buy clothes, go to parties, have meetings and actually have a life online. The
blockchain and the technologies that run on it - cryptos, NFTs and others - are essential to this new

reality. Science fiction? Each day it feels more real.

Blockchain could be the basis of the metaverse economy. This technology, which was born with
Bitcoin at the end of 2008, allows the creation of immutable records without the need for a third

party, and is quite a tool for platform governance - without banks and governments.
Opportunity?

Virtual environments are becoming more common and ever more sophisticated as companies race
to build platforms that will draw people to their respective corners of the metaverse. For platforms
like Spatial.io, Microsoft Mesh and Facebook's Horizon Worlds, metaverse feels like an extension of
work or life, where avatars can meet in bright modern environments or supernatural encounter

landscapes.

Meanwhile, mega-platforms like The Sims, Minecraft, Second Life and Roblox have been building
expansive and immersive virtual worlds for years, allowing players to build their own structures

and explore these ever-expanding landscapes.

In the future, people will not experience a single metaverse; instead, they will navigate multiple
interoperable metaverses, all with the ability to connect to each other in a tapestry of digital space,

and all powered by the blockchain and on-platform currencies that power their meta-economies.

For centuries, architects, engineers and builders largely dictated the shape of the built
environment. The complexities of the physical world require safeguards such as regulations,
zoning, accreditations and best practices. There are good reasons why not everyone can build a

skyscraper.

The metaverse, on the other hand, is generally thought of as a collective retelling of the built
environment. It's often compared to the Wild West, where anyone with a pioneering spiritand a
little bit of cryptography can plant their flag and build their own slice of the virtual world however

they want.
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The reality, of course, is less egalitarian than that. The metaverse is increasingly being mediated by
the same forces that control real estate in the physical world - money, access and knowledge.
Already, speculative cryptocurrency investors and real estate companies are buying up vast swaths

of “land” in the metaverse, where a portion of virtual space can be worth thousands of dollars.

On Decentraland, one of the biggest platforms in the metaverse, the price of land has jumped to

over $10,000 in the game's busiest virtual districts.

Virtual land to build virtual buildings, and some of them quite atypical of what we are used to,

without laws and without constructive barriers.

End of Barriers

In the metaverse, gravity does not exist, nor do material constraints. Things like structure,
materiality and cost, by the way, go to waste,” says Leon Rost, director of the Bjarke Ingels Group
(BIG), which has worked on some virtual projects for clients. This lack of stylistic restraint has
attracted architects interested in pushing the formal boundaries of what space can be. BIG
partnered with UNStudio to develop a virtual meeting platform called SpaceForm, where people
can collaborate in real-time inside futuristic rooms with holographic tables that display 3D

renderings and data visualizations.

Often these spaces are designed and coded by users or developers with no formal design
experience. This may seem like an existential threat to some architects, but experts see this realm

as an opportunity to question who can and should participate in the design process.

Some architects have spotted the new opportunities and have extended their design frontiers into
the virtual world. Zaha Hadid Architects presented “NFTism”, a virtual art gallery at Art Basel Miami

that explores architecture and social interaction in the metaverse.
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Would the metaverse work In the same modus operandi of the real world when It comes to

attracting clients and projects?

In the real world, architects and designers need clients to get their offices started. It seems logical
for architects to spend most of their time designing buildings, but in practice, most of an architect's

efforts are directed towards finding more clients and projects.

The creative economy in the metaverse can guarantee equal and abundant opportunities for
emerging and/or underrepresented designers regardless of gender, race, sexual orientation. You
can even earn commissions if you want to develop virtual experiences for brands and landowners.

Users become owners, and so reduce customer acquisition costs to almost zero.

For each design competition, we can only have one winning design. Every designer has amazing
designs lying dormant on their hard drives. In addition to hosting an exhibition of “unbuilt

architecture”, you can revitalize it in the metaverse to share your creativity with the world.

Each niche can find its own group in the community, form its own industrial chain and find users

who identify with it.

Metaverse and Design

What about in the design world?

Earlier this year, lighting design and technology company Nemo announced that it was the “first”
design company to break the NFT world - non fungible token, a kind of virtual art encrypted and

traded on platforms to be used in metaverse environments.

He did this with a collection by Luca Baldocchi, a digital interior designer. Baldocchi worked with
Nemo to reinterpret some of the brand's iconic physical lighting solutions in a "metaphysical

direction".

Although the buyer may only be interested in the digital part, Nemo's NFTs come with rights to the

associated drawings, renderings, and sketches - thus telling the story behind each part.
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Furniture and lighting NFTs don't have to agree with real-world physics — and Palazzari says
Nemo's NFTs are good examples. Because they are maximalist creations, “the creative process,

spontaneous and unintentional, blends several unrelated components, finding balance,” he says.

¢ We need to learn to enjoy living in a digital sphere, develop a unique way

of owning and curating objects and artworks. — Luca Baldochi ”

Nemo's classics were inserted into surreal settings and inevitably acquired a new power of speech -
perhaps it is possible to start a conversation about the high-value connection between reality and

virtuality.
And the metaverse goes further...

Metaverse and Transport

Even the transport universe can be affected by the arrival of this new way of communicating, living

and working as in the case of travel.

There is no longer a long-term future for intercity business travel thanks to the trajectory of online
collaboration tools. So everyone aboard a future aircraft will be leisure travelers of some kind doing
what leisure travelers do: connecting with people and places in ways that won't be promptly

replaced by the metaverse, from retreats and vacations to natural wonders and gastronomy.

As all travelers will be leisure travelers, the appearance of airports and aircraft, train and rail
terminals, stations and capsules, and other transport infrastructure and vehicles will change

accordingly.

With so much work going on in the metaverse, transit systems like subways and light rail, originally
designed to funnel people's bodies to and from centralized urban centers at predictable morning

and night cadences, will struggle for relevance — and funding.

This does not mean that these systems will disappear completely. Instead, the metaverse itself will
help transform its use. That's because the metaverse involves creating high-fidelity digital twins of
the things we physically experience — including transportation infrastructure, from really big things
like airports and highways, to bus shelters and bike racks — and then managing those things

digitally.

This, at least in theory, will create all sorts of new efficiencies. With these efficiencies, we will likely

need less infrastructure, which means we won't need to build and maintain as much infrastructure.

There is still a lot to question, understand and study about how these consequences will reach

areas that we can't even imagine yet.
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Big data and hybrid working models are the future of the Architecture, Engineering, and
Construction (AEC) industry, according to Alvaro Gonzalez. Alvaro is a Global Master in Real Estate
Development student and cofounder of Infinity Dimensions, a startup looking to accelerate MOST VISITED

digitalization in the sector.
OSB Panels in Interiors:

i . . X . . . . From a Humble Material
Embodying IE University’s learning by doing philosophy, we spoke to him about how running a to a Design Feature
startup while earning a graduate degree is possible—with the right amount of entrepreneurial
spirit.

The World's 25 Tallest
The vision and origin behind Infinity Dimensions Buildings Currently Under
Construction

Infinity Dimensions was set up to prepare clients in the AEC sector for a digital future. In 2022

Gonzalez founded the startup with partner Adriano Claudio Scarfo while working for a global
The Future of
Visualization May Be The
Past

architecture firm. Together they collaborated to combat what they identified as low digital

adoption in the sector.

“We noticed that the AEC industry was lacking the knowledge and skills required to compete and
deliver projects with the perfection and care required by digitally aware clients,” he explains.
“Infinity Dimensions can bridge the gap between the leading companies in the AEC industry and

less able companies by offering this new hybrid service.” PRODUCTS
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Intuitive workflows for digital construction, streamlined processes for project bidding, and cloud-
based software for project management; these are some of the resources that Infinity Dimensions

provides over its platform.

The company supports professional activities in the AEC industry including architecture, interior
design, urban design, structural engineering, mechanical engineering, construction, and real estate

management.

Among their clients are Grupo Atlante in Spain, Tsolka Architects in Greece, and Arney Fender
Katsalidis in the UK. These and other clients leverage the latest technology and work remotely,

becoming more agile, scalable, and ultimately more efficient in their daily operations.

How to be a startup founder and graduate student

Alvaro has an impressive CV, with over seven years’ professional experience before he launched his
own company and enrolled at IE University. Simply put, he chose to manage a startup while
pursuing his second master’s degree due to what he calls the Global Master in Real Estate

Development’s “holistic approach, fostering the entrepreneurial spirit.”

“This program has a key strategic academic point; the blended format. This stands out because it
allows students to combine the program with our professional activity, giving us the chance to
apply knowledge acquired during class directly to our day-to-day jobs,” said Alvaro, who grew up in

Madrid and previously earned a master's in Architecture from CEU University San Pablo.

Like Infinity Dimensions, the 15-month program uses a hybrid model to instruct students about
architecture, urban planning, and real estate. Expanding on Alvaro’s prior working background, he
says that the program is teaching him how to better manage the lifespan of a project instead of just

the design and construction.

“Design and construction are only two phases of the long process of getting a project built. | felt |
was missing so many key factors that were important to understand the decision-making process

of why a development was designed and built the way it was.”
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Previously, he handled the early design and construction stages for residential projects with
Madrid-based Mtres Studio for three years. Eager for international work, he then moved to London
for nearly three years where he worked as an architect for Benoy, overseeing large-scale complex
building projects across Asia, the Middle East, and Europe. In the end, he stayed in London for

another two-and-a-half years assisting with the construction of Nine Elms Square.

International dreams and tech passion

Hoping one day to run a multinational company, another motivation in his enrollment at IE
University was the school’s diverse student body. According to him, pursuing the Global Master in
Real Estate Development will allow Infinity Dimensions to develop the international foundation it

needs to grow over time.

“We, as a business, aim to extend our work internationally, and we hope and desire to collaborate
with firms across the world. Getting to know people from different countries and cultures helps us

with this goal and brings us the opportunity to get new projects globally,” he confirms.

While he completes the program, Alvaro says the company’s short-term goals are to create a solid

o, (] n

Home Projects Products Folders Feed

https://www.archdaily.com/980105/the-startup-founder-and-ie-university-student-transforming-the-aec-industry  3/5



23:36,20.4.2022 The Startup Founder and |IE University Student Transforming the AEC Industry | ArchDaily

His idea of creative leadership depends on how the company innovates by merging business,
design and data. At the core of Infinity Dimensions is the cofounder’s entrepreneurial craving for

exponential growth and strategic responses to new technology trends.

“As any other startup, we have created Infinity Dimensions believing that we have no limit,” he told
us, stressing the importance of adapting to technology for future success. “We want to grow at the
same pace that technology is growing, being able to implement these improvements directly into

what we do and into what we can offer to our clients.”

The Global Master in Real Estate Development offers a holistic understanding of an evolving sector.

To find out more about this world-class program click here.
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The noticeable shift from 2D CAD in landscape architecture is in part due to external pressures, such
as the UK’s requirement for BIM level 2 framework on government-procured projects. Even where

there’s no BIM mandate, there’s inherent pressure to deliver BIM files when working with

consultants who’ve already matured their workflows with BIM.

Hanging onto 2D tools like AutoCAD for information modeling leaves landscape architecture firms

in a dilemma. And it’s a dilemma more practitioners need to solve, especially if they’re to keep up

with the BIM methodology that various other industries champion.

To properly incorporate 3D modeling with embedded data, 2D-focused firms must use several
separate software programs (note: “programs” is plural!). It’s not uncommon for these firms to use
3 or 4 applications to put together a 3D concept and paying for 3 or 4 programs isn’t exactly the
kindest to your wallet. That’s not to mention the cost of staffing when considering the amount of

time spent working in multiple applications. This is all sounding painfully familiar, right?
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expectations for file transfers. They relied on IFC.

Terroxy Resin Systems in

“ “It just helps to make sure everyone is on the same page going forward, Convention Centers &

Transit | Terrazzo &

and it speeds up the coordination process,” Bailey said. Marble

The collaborating teams established these standards in a BIM Execution Plan. Ares modeled the site
in 3D, using the architects’ building model for context. The 3D model automatically generated 2D
plans, not unlike the ones Ares used to produce in AutoCAD. Bailey said they worked in 3D from the
very start of the project because they knew they would need to deliver 3D models eventually

anyway.

Designing with data was instrumental to Ares throughout model creation. “All of the information is
embedded in the object,” Bailey said. “If something should change, such as a plant species, it can

be replaced easily.”

To illustrate: If Bailey were to propose a hardscape whose materials exceeded the budget, he’d be
able to see that information in the hardscape’s linked worksheet. It would then be a matter of
changing the material for something more cost effective, at which point the hardscape’s
documentation would automatically update to reflect the change. It removes a lot of guesswork
from budgeting and additionally speeds up change management. He’d only need to make the

change in one place.

Once the site model was ready to share, Ares used Vectorworks’ built-in IFC specifications to tag
geometry for export. The project architects then pulled all the models together in Solibri to check
for clashes. The information manager on the project used Ares’ model to generate COBie
(Construction Operations Building Information Exchange) data, another requirement for the

project.

In the end, Ares’ 3D model became the source for a variety of outputs — 2D plans, plant and
material schedules, IFC specifications, cost estimates, the list goes on — all without having to leave
the Vectorworks design space.
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The need for 3D modeling, landscape-specific tools, and smart documentation of course stem from
BIM pressures, but the story extends even beyond BIM. Using a design software that’s built

specifically to negotiate these forces, simply put, makes a whole lot of sense.

See for yourself — click here for a full walkthrough of Ares’ Nottingham City Hub project with

commentary from senior landscape architect Sam Bailey.
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