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Along with several other imperative factors, the success of an architectural project relies heavily on

how it is communicated to its users and builders. Most architects opt for realistic computer

generated renders to showcase their projects, while others choose to explore different

techniques, translating their architectural narratives through photo collages, sketches, animation, MOST VISITED

hyper-realistic miniature models, walkthroughs, diagrams, and occasionally, script.
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This week’s curated selection of Best Unbuilt Architecture highlights projects submitted by the the Top 20

ArchDaily community that are presented through different media. From a hand-drawn sketch of a

coastal redevelopment in Norway to an abstract composition of photography and architectural

drawings in Poland, this round up of unbuilt projects showcases diverse architectural typologies Daylight Helps Transform
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The Amstel Ill district is located between the Amsterdam Arena in the North, IKEA and the AMC
Medical center in the South. Currently a monofunctional business district, in the coming years, the
area will be transformed into a lively, mixed-use, climate resilient district with improved social and
economic conditions. An area and strategic design proposal developed by Felixx, envision future-

proof and attractive living and working environment for the transformed district.
The Pilgrim

tto / background + Wachura

The project consists of three stages: First is the production of specialized educational units in
assembly towers. Second is the transportation of units by using an airship-based foot system to
selected places on the globe where the teaching systems do not exist or are at a low level. The third
stage is the creation of educational centers that give people access to knowledge, tools and

technologies of the mod-ern world. Giving them the opportunity to level the playing field.

Urban Meditation Station

DeZ Architecture Studio
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Urban meditation station is a room that is like any other urban spaces . It can be a part of the
everyday life of the citizens, which is understood everyday consciously or unconsciously. A small
room with a view of human architecture which based on cultural and social backgrounds and
maintaining the requirements of the design of a specific meditation spaces, can have a local style

and will be placed with a familiar face in different parts of the city.

La Veaere

Bjorbekk & Lindheim Landscape Architects

Norwegian Scenic Routes are 18 selected roads that run through the Norwegian landscapes with

unique natural qualities, along coasts and fjords, mountains, and waterfalls. The routes are
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concept "LAVERE" (... let it be)
Iconic Mosque

Dubai Creek Harbour by Az-Uz Architecture and Design Studio

An interpretation of analytic, module based, repetitive elements of Islamic Architecture... More than
the whole, total space, a set of generative modules were designed and instrumentalized to make

space. A special bond and togetherness between the man-made and the natural was sought.
Port of Culture

NAO IWANARI,ARCHITECTURE

The project site was considered important for citizens and visitors to be a symbol of peace open to
the city, such as a park. In order to open this place to the city, by obscuring the boundaries between
the inside and outside of this building, we aim to give visitors the experience of walking through the

park, wherever they are in this facility.

Camp(l)us

Anna Protasevich
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Camp(l)us is a conceptual pedestrian bridge which makes university grounds more inclusive to
outsiders by offering itself as a documentation space for activism. While the idea of who is
inherently a part of a university campus and who is not, a programmatic and physical pedestrian-
scale intervention seeks to bridge the two dedicating its architectural surfaces to that of positive
defacement, including painting, tagging, knitting, and altering. This bridge ultimately belongs to no

one, but invites the larger city community to participate in the university community.

Cultural Center

Grace Studio

GRACE studio is set to reconstruct a cultural center in Tashkent. This renovation project will
encompass a French cultural center and an international art restoration lab. The original structure,
built in 1986, is considered an example of Tashkent modernism. On being completed, the
restoration will return the building to its original spatial composition, which, alongside the
restoration laboratories and public areas, will accommodate a modern configurable hall

auditorium for theatrical performances, concerts and film screenings.

Hungarian Cube House Redesign: The Rural and The Urban Cube

Grafit M(iterem
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Grafit Mlterem architecture studio proposes two variations on the renovation of Hungarian Cube
Houses, a significant heritage of socialist architecture. The Rural Cube type plan draws inspiration
from the traditional house and plot attributes and focuses on connecting with the garden, while the
Urban Cube proposes a significant internal and external rethinking, resulting in a contemporary,
high-end solution. After submission to an open call, the urban type plan was purchased for the

National Type Plan Catalogues of Hungary.

Alternate Realities | AR 2022

Charette

The ‘Alternate Realities | AR 2022’ is an international architecture design competition organized by
Charette. Through this competition, we intend to spark a conversation regarding issues plaguing
the world through design dialogue. The participants explored a wide range of possible scenarios for
the future aiming to send warning signs to the world against climate change. Some architectural
visions painted a riveting picture of the post-apocalyptic world where the human species have
been wiped off of the face of the earth while others presented a hopeful future where humans have

evolved to adapt to the changing climate.

This article is part of the ArchDaily Topics: The Future of Architectural Visualizations, proudly
presented by Enscape, the most intuitive real-time rendering and virtual reality plugin for Revit,
SketchUp, Rhino, Archicad, and Vectorworks. Enscape plugs directly into your modeling software,
giving you an integrated visualization and design workflow. Every month we explore a topic in-
depth through articles, interviews, news, and projects. Learn more about our ArchDaily topics. As
always, at ArchDaily we welcome the contributions of our readers; if you want to submit an article

or project, contact us.
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We highly appreciate the input from our readers and are always happy to see more projects
designed by them. If you have an Unbuilt project to submit, click here and follow the guidelines.

Our curators will review your submission and get back to you in case it is selected for a feature.

Image gallery
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Architecture in Animation: Exploring Hayao Miyazaki’s
Fictional Worlds
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Writers in film and animation, specifically pertaining to the genre of anime, endeavor to incorporate

varied architectural backdrops to assist them in telling their stories, with influences ranging from
medieval villages to futuristic metropolises. Architecture as a subject includes a wide array of More Articles »
elements to study, with each architectural era further inferring its context and history through its
design alone. However, in film and anime, all of the contexts behind a building’s design can be
condensed into a single frame, powerful enough to tell a thousand stories.

MOST VISITED
Hayao Miyazaki, one of Japan’s greatest animated filmmakers, authors, manga artists, and co- The 2022 World's Best

Cities To Live In: Discover
the Top 20

founder of Studio Ghibli has since been inspiring an entire generation, narrating the evolution of

Japanese society within animation, focusing on two primary themes: urbanism and nature. The

complexity of Miyazaki’s mind is reflected in his films, a medium he used to expose how

insignificant and small we as humans are, compared to the encompassing magnitude of nature .
. Daylight Helps Transform
surrounding us.

a Once Victorian Prison
into a Luxurious Hotel

Studio Ghibli was founded in Tokyo, Japan (1985) to produce films to act as a narrative to paint the

themes of pacifism, ecology, and explore the ins and outs of Japanese mythology and urban
JF House / Rocco
Arquitetos

legends. The architecture used by Miyazaki in his films recalls his vision of the modern world,
increasingly affected by advanced technology and a continuous detachment from the natural

environment.
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¢ “Miyazaki places his narratives in natural and architectural contexts
characterized by impressive graphic richness, the complexity of textures,
and scrupulous attention to the smallest detail. The studio bases its
ideas on real things and environments, but with fantastic skin. Beams
and pillars unite fantasy and reality, making the structural details very

precise and of great artistic and sentimental value.” - Dani Cavallaro

Through watching his films, it is clear to see how Miyazaki considers nature and man to be united,
as his architectural vision is strongly influenced by and reminiscent of his travels around the world,
as well as his burning desire to explore the growing themes of technology and destruction.
Miyazaki’s films excel in the mastery of technique, and the wealth of details present within every
scene invites the viewer to become part of the reality of these worlds and feel as though they can

locate themselves spatially within them.
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In an age of ever-advancing technology, Miyazaki’s animated films are radical in their repudiation of
it. From ‘My Neighbor Totoro’ (1988), with its vision of gentle friendship between two children and
an enormous growling forest creature whom only they can see, to the dreamlike fable ‘Spirited
Away’ (2001), in which a timid girl must acquire the courage to save her foolish parents by working
at a bathhouse that caters to an inharmonious array of gods, to ‘Howl’s Moving Castle’ (2004), in
which a young woman cursed into an old woman’s body by a spiteful witch’s only chance of
breaking the spell lies within seeking out a self-indulgent yet insecure young wizard and his
companions in his legged, walking castle, Miyazaki renders the wildest reaches of imagination and

the maddest swirls of motion.
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Miyazaki intends to mirror the characters, themes, and places he constructs and creates in a cynical
manner by portraying the realities of the impoverishment of the environment, the horrors of water,
the loss of innocence, and the cultivation of the values of loyalty, gratitude, courage, sacrifice, and
love. A handful of these themes are especially notable in ‘Howl’s Moving Castle’ (2004), featuring
animation that is a perfect blend of steampunk, whimsy, and misty aesthetic portrayal, with a plot
revolving around love, loyalty, accompanied by an underlying anti-war subplot. Colmar, France acts
as the primary setting for the film, depicting a hybrid of German and French architecture best

recognized by cobblestone streets, storefronts, alleyways, and astonishing landscapes.
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The architecture within Miyazaki’s works is not a matter secondary to the narrative, but an integral
part of it, and as Studio Ghibli films increasingly acquire Western influences, its challenge is to
preserve and reinterpret traditional Japanese conceptions in new trajectories. Miyazaki’s films have
long since been deeply woven into the fabric of Japan’s national identity, deeply touching people’s
hearts and capturing the imagination of cross-generational fans from all over the country, as well
as the world.

This article is part of the ArchDaily Topics: The Future of Architectural Visualizations, proudly
presented by Enscape, the most intuitive real-time rendering and virtual reality plugin for Revit,
SketchUp, Rhino, Archicad, and Vectorworks. Enscape plugs directly into your modeling software,

giving you an integrated visualization and design workflow.

Every month we explore a topic in-depth through articles, interviews, news, and projects. Learn
more about our ArchDaily topics. As always, at ArchDaily we welcome the contributions of our

readers; if you want to submit an article or project, contact us.

Image gallery
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Metaverse vs. Sustainability: How can the Metaverse Help us
Deliver Better Designs?

Written by Sara Kolata about 11 hours ago A Share

With the recent Metaverse hype, let's address the elephant in the room! As more and more people
dance around the subject of weather or not it is harmful for sustainably-conscious architecture
designers to utilize the Metaverse, | decided to interview Oliver Lowrie, a Director at Ackroyd
Lowrie, an award-winning London-based architecture practice dedicated to building the cities of

the future, who is already using this technology to enhance Ackroyd Lowrie’s low-energy designs.

One of the biggest challenges the Metaverse is bringing upon us, as architects, is the topic of
sustainability. We are only a few years away from 2030, the year by which globally, we are called to
reach sustainability goals designed to make us better occupants of this planet. If you are serving
clients in bigger urban areas | am sure you notice that a great number of them are only shopping
around for low carbon or net-zero investments. How do we remain grounded in our vision of
making this world a better place but also staying at the forefront of innovation and technological

advancement?

T,
EA -1

As much as the words “Metaverse” and “Sustainability” together sound contradictory, Ackroyd
Lowrie decided to fuse as much of their design approach as possible using the right technology

towards an enhancement of a more sustainable solution.
Sara: How did your journey into the metaverse begin?

Oliver: My “journey into the metaverse” began six years ago at the one-year anniversary party of

the formation of Ackroyd Lowrie, the company | set up with my friend Jon.
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industry. We had a CNC machine fabricating building elements, a 3D printer whirring away printing m
out a scale model of one of our projects and in one corner we had a rigged virtual reality set up. =

Room Temperature
We bought a VR headset second-hand along with an Xbox controller plugged into a desktop Controller | GIRA
computer. We hung the headset in the corner of the room, and projected a user walking around one

of our projects (a new Film and Photographic Studio) up onto the wall at the back of the

warehouse.

At one point we looked over and saw the client from the project queuing up to have a go on the VR.
We were terrified about what his reaction would be, but when he emerged from the headset he had
tears in his eyes. “Why have you never shown me this? It’s like you’ve made real the thing that |
have been dreaming about for the past three years. And now that I’'ve seen it | have so many

changes that | want to make!”

S: This is pretty great, and as a business minded person | can see how offering this kind of

experience to potential clients can be an unforgettable added value.

I am curious to understand how you still manage to keep your projects sustainable, while

simultaneously exploring the technology from VR, AR to now the metaverse.

0: Jon and | first worked together on a school project whilst we were at Architype, a pioneering
sustainable Architect studio. Jon undertook a two-year post occupancy evaluation on the project,
and it scored very highly in terms of its user satisfaction. However, as with many school projects,
the sign off process involved multiple different stakeholders and some of the feedback made it
clear that whilst plans had been approved the reality was that the stakeholders did not fully
understand the design based on 2D drawings only. The same was true with our clients in the
photographic studio many years later. However, by using the virtual reality experience, we were

able to implement changes before we got on site.

The most sustainable thing that we can possibly do is to build buildings correctly the first time. This
is sustainable because the buildings are likely to end up being kept in the current form, rather than
being altered or demolished because they do not work properly. The more people test out the

design in VR, the more likely it is that it will work when you build it.

S: So we have come to understand how VR can improve the design process, but this still isn’t the

Metaverse...
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meetings within the model that we were designing. This was in fact our very own small metaverse.

In years to come people will look back on the words the metaverse and cringe in the same way that
they do when we hear our parents talking about surfing the Internet. For us as designers working in
three-dimensional spaces online is already the norm and we currently do this via Archicad. All of
our models are stored on the cloud and accessed by multiple users from multiple offices and
shared with other consultants. We are also then very easily able to access the same model via

virtual reality headsets in our office and at home.

S: Your main design focus is on cities, how do you think this will make a difference to the design of

future urban landscapes?

0: The reason that | get so excited about the application of the metaverse to the design process is
because | don’t want to limit the feedback that we gain as architects to only the clients and
stakeholders that we design for. We are building a company that designs the cities of the future,

and therefore to make great cities, they must be tested by as many people as possible.

Public consultation events are currently exercises in building support rather than testing a design.
Only the best views are shown, whereas | want every person to experience every part of the cities

that we are designing to make sure that they are as good as they can be.

No one experiences a City in a two-dimensional plan form, they experience it by walking the streets,
and the best way we can road test a city without building it is via VR. The Metaverse is a 3D
interactive public consultation tool that, if used well, can help us road test the cities we want to
inhabit in the real world. If we get it right, we only have to build it once, and that’s why the

Metaverse can be a tool to achieve sustainability.

The topic of the metaverse is being explored by architects, globally. This spring 1-5th of May brings
you Disrupt Symposium, the first of its kind Business of Architecture event designed to inspire and
educate in matters of business and practice operations. At this event we welcome to stage Patrick
Schumacher, Director of Zaha Hadid Architects with a keynote on the topic of: “Opportunities in the
metaverse” and disclose advice and step-by-step strategies architect entrepreneurs can implement

today to better strategize for success as designers for the metaverse.

Other event topics include business strategy, business development, client acquisition, financial
management, sales, marketing, communications, branding, social media, public relations, the
business of expertise, expert positioning, publishing online and in print, leadership, team building,
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