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A Light in the Dark: How to Fill Outdoor Spaces With Light
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Modern interior living environments’ fine-tuned lightscapes feature a delicate mix of ambient, task,
and accent lighting to perfectly balance performance and pleasure. But one area of a home’s

visibility that’s still so easily overlooked is the exterior.

Hardwearing and weatherproof exterior light manufacturers like Platek offer many different
solutions that bring, function, safety, and security to exterior spaces, including using standing
lights as buoy-like waypoints, allowing residents and visitors to find their way in dark and
unfamiliar surroundings; projecting lights either in the format of subtle recessed versions or high-
powered, cannon-like contraptions that highlight a building’s architectural features like it’s
attending a film premiere; and homely, comforting lights that give all the design cues of a warm,
cozy living space, only with extra durability for a long life left out in the elements once users retire

inside.

Here are six useful reasons why the right combination of exterior lighting is more necessity than

luxury.

Keep reading 'A Light in the Dark: How to Fill Outdoor Spaces With Light'on
Architonic.
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While exterior doors can define first impressions and provide a sense of security, interior doors are

capable of generating privacy, buffering noise, separating rooms and enhancing a room’s Setting the Table: From
: the Ordinary Table to the

Extraordinary Table

architecture. Therefore, in order to fulfill these needs - and considering that they are used multiple

times a day - interior doors must be durable and timeless without sacrificing beauty and style.

Among all the options that meet these criteria, pivot doors stand out because of their elegant
movement, aesthetics and versatility. With a sleek contemporary design that exceeds the regular More Articles »
function of a traditional door, these swinging doors rotate on a vertical axis with nearly invisible

hardware, taking on any type of décor, use and measurement with endless creative possibilities.
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Whether by making a bold statement or seamlessly blending in, pivot doors have become ideal and

functional design elements for interiors. As a result, it is not surprising that they have become a Building the Future: Cross

powerful design trend in contemporary homes. But because of their adaptability and high design Laminated Timber
flexibility, their location and purpose can vary endlessly. So, where do pivot doors work best inside

the house?
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homeowners and architects, below we present some notable examples of pivot doors with

FritsJurgens hinge systems that are creatively integrated in these 5 locations. F: r Specification Tool - Price
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Ahallis a space through which you move to another room, making it ideal for the elegant motion of
a pivot door; which swings in both directions thanks to a high-quality hardware mechanism. By
adding a smooth and controlled movement in the hallway, a simple passage is transformed into a
warm welcome. Therefore, whether placed in the entrance hall or in another walk-through location,
integrating a pivot door can ultimately create a cohesive indoor environment. And with a wide
array of colors and textures, it can also adopt many distinct styles that set the tone for the rest of

the interior: from a rustic aesthetic with a wooden board, to a sleek look with a glass door.
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Living room: balancing openness and privacy

In modern architecture, the kitchen and living room tend to be directly connected to each other in
an open plan. While this creates a spacious, flexible and illuminated space, the costs are less
privacy, cooking smells, and less coziness. However, by implementing pivot doors, these
disadvantages can be eliminated without losing the openness of the room (and with the added
benefit of keeping heat inside). Especially with glass surfaces, light can continue to flow
uninterrupted even if the door remains closed. In this way, according to the desired ambiance, the
user can determine if the pivot door stays open or closed and in which hold position it stands,

having complete control over the spatial layout.
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Pantry: almost invisible

Because the pantry or cupboard is often not a place that homeowners look to emphasize, it is also
an ideal location for a pivot door. In contrast to regular hinged doors, every FritsJurgens pivot hinge
is hidden in the door, meaning that all that is visible is a small floor and ceiling plate. If this is
complemented by using a frameless door that matches the same material and height of the

surrounding wall, the result is a practically invisible pantry.
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Home office: a functional division

As the pandemic continues and the home office concept becomes the new norm, more people are
choosing to replace the typical small cornered desk with a bigger and more appealing space to
work in. In this sense, the pivot door becomes an attractive option with its ability to create a more
dynamic and interesting atmosphere that is separated, yet not isolated from other rooms. Besides
being a unique and creative addition, it can also fulfill a double function; for example, acting as a

bookcase, television panel or storage unit.
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Room divider: beautiful pivoting walls

Essentially, pivot doors can function as space dividers in any room, but they work particularly well
in large and high interiors — which is possible because of their dimension and weight flexibility. In
fact, FritsJurgens pivot hinges can support up to 500 kg, enabling the installation of oversized,
floor-to-ceiling pivoting walls. When it comes to materials, glass and steel are especially suitable for
these heavy doors, creating open spaces that transmit natural light. In addition, another advantage
of these separating pivoting walls is that they can be used without frames, meaning that the panels
can rotate 360 degrees and thus allow designers to play with different colors and materials in each

side.
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Regardless of the placement of an interior pivot door in any of these 5 ideal locations, it is also

important to optimize the use of space in a doorway.

So, how to maximize the use of available space?

With this question in mind, FritsJurgens has developed new top pivots (TP-40, TP-70 and TP-
Reversed) that decrease the minimum distance between the pivot point and the wall, hence

maximizing the use of doorway space.

With the fixed pivot point at 40 mm, the TP-40 is as close as possible to the side of the door, offering
maximum clear width and hardly any unused space. On the other hand, the all-rounder TP-70 can
be placed in any position between 70 mm and the center of the door, also reducing unused space
while retaining the distinctive door movement. Available from March 2022 and with an adjustable
point from 130 mm, the TP-Reversed can be installed in the head jamb or the ceiling, allowing the
installation of pivot doors with smaller frames and large glass openings. In addition, the cable

grommet variant is still available, being especiallv designed to facilitate the passage of cables
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Certainly, with their versatility, elegant movement and contemporary aesthetic, interior pivot doors
will continue to take over modern homes. But, according to their specific placement, it is crucial to

choose the right type of pivot hinge system to ensure durability and function.

For more information on innovative pivot hinge systems, visit this website.
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Thatched Roofs: History, Performance and Possibilities in
Architecture
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At first glance, Dorte Mandrup's design for the Wadden Sea Center seems to mimic the landscape.

from Recycling in Buenos
Its low height, its horizontal lines and, above all, its materiality make it a modern building in perfect A ycling

ires
harmony with the local nature. But its connection also encompasses the built heritage of the

region, more specifically because of its covering with straw, harvested and dried close to the land. Functional and Creative
Ways to Integrate Interior

Pivot Doors in the Home

This is an extremely traditional and historic building technique, but which is rarely attributed to

contemporary buildings. In this article we will rescue some of the history of this natural material, its

constructive characteristics and some examples of use.
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Researching the history of the use of thatched roofing is quite challenging. As it is a natural and

biodegradable material, there are very few traces of its use in old constructions, unlike stone

Functional and Creative
Ways to Integrate Interior
Pivot Doors in the Home

structures or even rudimentary cements, for example. However, researchers point out that the
thatched structures date from the time when humans stopped being nomads and dedicated

themselves to agriculture. There are indications of their use in the Aztec empires and in the first

buildings of what we now call Europe, as well as research on its use in Europe, the UK and Mexico,

among many others.

Thatched roofing is a traditional method that involves using dry fibers such as straw, reeds, palm

PRODUCTS
trees and other natural fibers to create a roof covering. These are grouped and interwoven with a
certain tension to form a surface, which through successive overlaps becomes impermeable and & ~ Chipboard - Air | L
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Because it is flexible, organic shapes can be easily achieved, as is the case with The Nest, by Porky fyaciiut | Lanepex

Hefer Design, in which the material surrounds the roofs and most of the walls. Design

l- -— = r Specification Tool - Price
‘m \ I and Spec

App | Sculptform

The material composition, due to the multiple voids and surface irregularities, provides excellent
insulation when dry and compact. When applied correctly, straw also has very good wind
resistance. Thatch is also relatively light, which means the roof support structure can be less
robust. One issue that must be taken into account is its behavior in the event of a fire. As a dry and
highly flammable material, precautions must be taken to prevent combustion and control flames
as quickly as possible. Currently there are some companies that work with synthetic fibers with

flame retardants, for example.

As it is an inexpensive and relatively simple construction, its application is usually concentrated in
rural areas. In other words, we will hardly see thatched roofs in Manhattan or downtown Sao Paulo,
since the incorporation of this constructive technique is especially interesting when materials and

labor are available to do so. This is the case of Studio Anna Heringer's project for a kindergarten in
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local conditions, buildings, unless constructed of glass and steel, will not last forever, but it is
essential that the know-how to maintain and rebuild them is kept alive and passed on to
succeeding generations. (...) That's why we see this project primarily as training in advanced
building techniques with existing materials that can then become compost from the kindergarten's
fields.”

At Studio Morison's Mother Pavilion, the approach was similar. “The shape is an interpretation of
the remarkable hayricks that dotted this countryside. (...) The walls and roof are made of local
straw, the roofing of which was made in the traditional style by a master craftsman, whose first job

as an apprentice was to harvest a haystack on this very spot.”

In this house in India, the traditional technique was incorporated with more dynamic forms, to
bring a primary function to the roof, which is to collect rainwater. "The thatched roof is shaped like
an inverted pyramid that descends inwards towards the courtyard. Not only focused as the central

concentration, the courtyard also doubles as a rainwater catchment."
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As previously mentioned, the ridge is the most worrying point of a straw roof (in fact, these are
important parts of all roofs ). In the Facts Takern Visitor Center project, Wingardh Arkitektkontor AB
solved this by incorporating a skylight. As the architects point out: “The building is clad in straw,
camouflaged like a birdwatcher's curtain, hiding its contents from the natural world around it. The
steep tone gives them longevity. The gable, where a thatched roof is most vulnerable, is

transformed into a glazed skylight.”

Straw can also work to create a contrast between modernity and tradition. At Sandellsandberg's
Synvillan Eriksberg Hotel & Nature Reserve, the thatched roof contrasts with the straight shapes
and polished metallic cladding, whose reflective properties aim to give the illusion of a house

dissolved into the landscape.
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Find more examples of projects that use thatched roofs in this My ArchDaily folder.
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