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It is fascinating to think how Scandinavia - such a small geographic region - has had such a strong
influence on design, starting in the middle of the 20th century and continuing into the present day,
globally. Scandinavian design is known for combining simplicity, craftsmanship, elegant

functionality and quality materials. Sophistication is present in its details and its furniture is
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information overload. In fact, there is even a Danish and Swedish term that defines this philosophy:

“hygge” refers to the coziness that provides a feeling of well being and contentment. But how can

we incorporate some lessons from Scandinavian design so that our interior projects can .
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become more cozy and comfortable?
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offers a hidden storage solution along with a lifting mechanism for the thin table tops to provide a C——— T mm——mm—————

better height for use.

Vera Solo | mmcité

Light Matters, whether Natural or Artificial

In Scandinavia, the angle of inclination of the sun is low due to its high latitude. This gives

the region, especially in summer, a soft, washed light, more white, often copied in filters

for photographs and videos. Buildings, in turn, are known for making the best use of this

natural lighting, with large window openings and skylights. It is impossible to replace the warmth
and brightness that an environment with good natural lighting has, and the way it interacts

with objects and materials. Taking advantage of natural lighting whenever possible will improve
your interiors, but for the nighttime, artificial lighting also plays a fundamental role, providing
coziness and calm to interiors. For the result to be as satisfactory as possible, it is essential that
the lighting is well thought out and calculated. Warmer lights, indirect lighting and

luminaires scattered throughout the environment are useful in creating a pleasant atmosphere in

interiors.
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Although there are several existing technologies used to replicate the aesthetics and even
the texture of natural materials, it is very difficult to compete with the particularities of a piece
of solid wood or even an oxidized steel sheet. Incorporating natural or exposed materials whenever

possible gives the space personality and more complex textures.

The Power of Colors

Sober colors often dominate Scandinavian design color palettes. But that's not to say there

isn't room for more open and fun color contrasts. Balance is the key to a good result. Another
striking component is the bold use of dark colors. By absorbing more light, black or other dark
tones bring warmth and, at the same time, sophistication to a space. Sobriety of finishes and
texture contrasts Anyone who thinks Scandinavian design is synonymous with coldness is wrong.
The careful treatment of each of the surfaces present in a project makes a significant difference in
how people will feel in the environment. Blending natural textures like leather and cotton with
metal, for example, can create sophistication and a pleasant contrast. Rugs and rough textures
can bring more warmth and comfort to homes but even to public interiors, such as shops or
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Versatility defines what Scandinavian-inspired interiors are all about. It is possible to use the same
pieces of furniture to create countless possibilities of interiors, changing finishes and combining
other surfaces and furniture arrangements. The sobriety of most of the pieces allows the designer

to play around, also including other items with bolder designs or different textures.

Discover more examples with the products of BoConcept, a Danish company that since 1952 has

sought to bring Scandinavian design to more people around the world.

Learn More About The Following Products

CHAIRS CARPETS BENCHES STANDING TABLES
BoConcept BoConcept BoConcept BoConcept
Chair - Mariposa Rug Underlay Bench - London Bar Table - Torino

Image gallery
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Following decades of ongoing socio-cultural and economic crises across the globe, the design
community has realized that it is time to “design like they give a damn”. And with that, they
embraced a movement that saw architects and designers use their acquired skills to develop
design-based solutions to humanitarian crises, ranging from building modular housing and
mapping landscapes, to developing mobile applications and documentaries, all from an altruistic
standpoint. But since pro bono work is not yet ingrained in the ethos of architecture, how have
architects broken out of the traditional model of “corporate” architecture and established a way to

ensure ethical responsibility for human welfare?

One of the greatest humanitarian challenges that the world faces today is providing permanent
shelter for all mankind. For refugees, being evicted from their homes automatically instigates
concerns of finding a safe and stable shelter to rest, eat, and sleep. Unfortunately, many find
themselves sleeping in tents, parking lots, abandoned buildings, or on the floor of their relatives if
they are lucky, which even then, they are still not safe. In 2016, clashes between police and
migrants took place in the French city Calais after authorities dismantled parts of the refugee camp
known as the Jungle, demolishing the homes of 200 people living in that camp and leaving them
displaced yet again, but this time by their host government. For those who are not homeless
because of war, they find themselves displaced and without permanent shelter due to overpriced

housing schemes and unfair living conditions.
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The shortcoming of governments created opportunities for architects to achieve impactful
solutions. Years of architectural training, along with the anthropological mindset and design
thinking strategies have created innovative approaches that meet the needs of the community and

respond to specific cultural and economic contexts.

Related Article

Cities and Conflict: Exploring Urban Adaptive Reuse

For decades, individuals and organizations have been putting an effort into improving human
welfare, whether it being in the fields of educational, health, or human rights. Architecture firms,
both small and well established, have found ways to contribute to the community through the built
environment, whether it be building schools and camps from the ground up, or aiding in renovating
existing ones, pro bono. After a fire destroyed parts of Camp Lakota’s structure in Greater Los
Angeles, Perkins+Will built a 9,000-square-foot dining hall and 36 insulated A-frame cabins free of
charge with the aim of supporting the Girl Scouts’ mission of empowering girls and young women.
Skid Row Housing Trust constructed three apartment buildings that offer permanent housing to
formerly homeless citizens. OMA designed the master plan of the Lusanga International Research
Centre for Art and Economic Inequality, a museum space in an old palm oil plantation in Congo.
Locals are able to generate income from selling local-made art to international buyers, and then
buying back the plantations once owned by international corporations to transform them into sites
for ecological farming. The project “supports a more egalitarian art economy where value produced
by Congolese laborers is retained in the community, rather than being channeled through

international corporations into an art market beyond the local labors’ reach”.
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In 2010, the American Institute of Architects (AIA) published “guidelines” for pro bono work to
systemize the process, and then partnered with social impact design movement Public Architecture
ayear later to further promote it across practices. The latter established a program that provides
the necessary knowledge to use the design of the built environment as a tool for the “public good”

by acting as a matchmaker between nonprofit organizations and pro bono design practices.

To further reflect on the topic of design and its impact on the social sector, organizations,
foundations, and design firms have put together initiatives that present solutions that inspire
action, such as IDEO’s "Design Thinking for the Social Sector” and Change By Design. Architectures
of Displacement brought together experts in forced displacement, archeology, and architecture to
evaluate the overall experience and living conditions of shelters in the Middle East and Europe. The
project focused on four main aims: to record and categorize the different emergency
accommodations of forced migration, to evaluate the socio-cultural and legal impact of these
shelters, to produce detailed imagery of them through essays and film, and to present successful
policies and designs of emergency shelters through discussions with humanitarian and

governmental agencies.
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In terms of legal and political processes, Forensic Architecture was founded to investigate cases of
corporate or human rights violations and environmental demolitions across the globe, and present
them as study cases for future projects. Using digital and physical models, animation, cartography,
and VR, the team uses the generated media to locate, analyze, and potentially reconstruct areas
that have been subject to violent events. As a response to the global refugee crisis, the Museum of
Modern Art held an exhibition titled “Insecurities: Tracing Displacement and Shelter in 2016, which
showcases solutions put together by organizations and design firms. One of the projects on display
was Better Shelter, a collaboration between IKEA and the United Nations Human Rights Council
that provides modular shelters made from an adjustable frame and tarpaulin sheets for refugee

camps across Africa, Europe, Asia, and the Middle East.

Other action plans focused on bringing people together through talks to discuss innovative ideas
and solutions on the role of architecture in designing a more sustainable future, such as in RIBA +
VitrA’s fourth Architects Beyond Architecture talk, which featured four award-winning experts that
looked at architecture beyond its traditional boundaries to develop socially-oriented projects. The
speakers included Emmy nominee Mark E Breeze, architect-turned-filmmaker known for his
upcoming feature Shelter without Shelter, a six-part documentary that investigates how forced
migrants from Syria were sheltered across Europe and the Middle East, Kishan San, architectural
researcher at Forensic Architecture, Lindsay Bremner, research architect who focuses on "human-
more-than-human entanglements", and Chris Hildrey, an award-winning architect and developer of

ProxyAddress, and initiative that tackles systemic issues faced by homeless individuals.
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The question of how to build “great” yet effective architecture remains on the table. Although
“public interest architects” have pushed the boundaries of the discipline and embraced a new set
of responsibilities working not only as designers, but as policymakers and planners that create a
“ripple effect” within the community, their impact is not yet extensive. Many justify the lack of pro
bono projects as a shortage of funding from architecture committees or syndicates, if there are any.
Others explain that architecture is a practice that requires several external factors, notably
construction material. So while the design services can be provided without compensation, the
actual construction of the project is where the funding is needed, especially if it’s a small or newly-
established firm. And with that, architecture’s reality remains ambiguous; have architects lost
touch with those who benefit the most from what they have to offer or have they prioritized the

approval of their precedents over serving the community?

This article is part of the ArchDaily Topics: Architecture Without Buildings. Every month we explore
a topic in-depth through articles, interviews, news, and projects. Learn more about our ArchDaily
topics. As always, at ArchDaily we welcome the contributions of our readers; if you want to submit

an article or project, contact us.
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&l In order to build a better environment, architects should work with the local natural
resources which means that people participate in the design & implementation process
while using the local natural resources to meet the needs of the people. All our problems is
due to greed so we should address the causes of greed to build a better environment.
Architects should act on all levels in order to establish a better environment.
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The new biennial event Architekturwoche Basel (AWB) will debut this May as a platform for Quality in Architecture

discussing architecture and urban development through the lens of sustainable construction and

the circular economy. The inaugural edition also marks the launch of the first Basel Pavilion, a .
Bernard Tschumi

temporary structure meant to showcase new possibilities for environmentally-friendly building Architects Designs New
Addition for Parc de la

Villette

practices. The winning design, “Loggia Basileana”, created by architecture practice isla, is made of

reused building components and features a series of modules that form a continuous pedestrian

passageway along the train tracks on the Dreispitz site. More Architecture News »
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Under the theme “Reale Raume” (Real Spaces), AWB will examine local urban transformation

processes and how “digitalization, migration, climate change and the pandemic” changed public
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spaces. Featuring lectures, guided tours, workshops, exhibitions, films, concerts and performances,
the programme is aimed at a broad audience, with the scope of promoting a dialogue between Bedside Table -
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Mallorca-based architecture practice Isla, co-founded by Marta Colén de Carvajal and Juan
Palencia, won a two-stage international competition for the first Basel Pavilion. The design and
building processes had to be based on an online catalogue of available reused building
components from Basel and the surrounding region. The architects proposed a series of modules
made of different reusable components grouped under a pitched roof. “The linear public space of
the pavilion has a direct relationship with the imaginary of the city of Basel on the east bank of the
Rhine, where all the inhabitants and social strata of the city intermingle during the spring and

summer months”, explain the architects.

Related Article

Giving Demolished Building Materials a New Life through Recycling

The pavilion is the initiative of the Architektur Basel collective and planning office Zirkular, which
specializes in the circular economy and reuse within the construction sector, was responsible for
creating the component catalogue featuring materials from regional deconstruction sites. The

pavilion will be made available to the public on May 10 as the venue for Architekturwoche Basel.
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After 2 weeks of voting in our 13th edition of the Building of the Year Awards, our readers, with over are Taking Over From

. . s . Image and Video
110,000 votes, have narrowed down over 4,500 projects to just 75 finalists, representing the best Renderi
enderings

architecture published on ArchDaily. With finalists from five continents, this award developed in

partnership with Dornbracht demonstrates that the trust placed in us by our readers to reflect Winy Maas and Theobert

architectural trends from regions around the whole world creates challenges that we are eager to van Boven Lead the

rise to. Transformation of Their
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Now that the finalists have been selected, the second stage of the Award is now underway to More Architecture News »

narrow down these 75 projects to just 15 winners, the best of each category.
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RCC Headquarters / Foster + Partners

Humboldt Forum / Franco Stella

Commercial Architecture

Dolce & Gabbana Store Seoul / Ateliers Jean Nouvel
Shaoxing Rice Wine Town Reception Room / gad

Bridge Gallery / Atelier Lai

Louis Vuitton Ginza Namiki / AS Co. + Peter Marino Architect

Miyashita Park / Nikken Sekkei
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Chapel of Sound / OPEN Architecture

Neue Nationalgalerie / David Chipperfield Architects

Ice Cubes Cultural Tourist Center / Zone of Utopia + Mathieu Forest Architecte

La Bourse de Commerce / Tadao Ando Architect & Associates + NeM Architectes + Pierre-Antoine
Gatier

MKM Museum Kiippersmihle Extension / Herzog & de Meuron

Educational Architecture

INES Innovation Center / Pezo von Ellrichshausen

Thapar University Learning Laboratory / Mccullough Mulvin Architects + Designplus Associates
Services

Plaza of Kanagawa Institute of Technology / junya ishigami + associates

Children’s Community Centre The Playscape / waa

Beloit College Powerhouse / Studio Gang

Healthcare Architecture
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Villa M / Triptyque Architecture

Sora No Mori Healthcare Center / Tezuka Architects

PAMS Healthcare Hub, Newman / Kaunitz Yeung Architecture
Hospital Nova / JKMM Architects

Primary Healthcare Center - UBS Parque do Riacho / Saboia+Ruiz Arquitetos

Hospitality Architecture

50% Cloud Artists Lounge Restaurant / Luo Xu + CCD
Sforza House / Taller de Arquitectura X / Alberto Kalach
Ten Walls / Atelier LAl

Casamia Community House / VTN Architects

La Loica and La Tagua Cabins / Croxatto y Opazo Arquitectos

Houses
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Ca'n Terra House / ENSAMBLE STUDIO

TECLA Technology and Clay 3D Printed House / Mario Cucinella Architects
House in Kanazawa / Shota Nakanishi Architects + Ohno Japan

Tower House / Albor Arquitectos

PowerHYDE / billionBricks Homes / billionBricks + Architecture BRIO

Housing

MahaNakhon Tower / Biiro Ole Scheeren
Co-Housing Denver / PRODUCTORA

Ilot Queyries Apartment Building / MVRDV
Las Americas Housing Complex / SO-IL

Betonhaus Neu-Ulm Apartments / Fink+Jocher Architekten und Stadtplaner

Industrial Architecture
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(Re)forming Duichuan Tea Yards / O-office Architects

SWALES JST Harrisburg Production Engineering Center / Ryuichi Ashizawa Architects & Associates
in collaboration with Arcari + lovino Architects

Winery VV / Vincent Van Duysen Architects

Hazel Hare Center for Plant Science / 180 Degrees Design + Build + colab studio

The Chuan Malt Whisky Distillery / Neri&Hu Design and Research Office

Interior Architecture

Zolaism Café / B.L.U.E. Architecture Studio

The Brick Bond Showroom / RENESA Architecture Design Interiors Studio
X11 Global Flagship Store / BloomDesign

Second Home Holland Park / Selgascano

Courthouse Amsterdam / KAAN Architecten

Offices
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Ko-Bogen Il Office Building / ingenhoven architects

18 Robinson / KPF

Le Monde Office Building / Snghetta + SRA Architects
Nordeste Curuguaty Offices / Minimo Comun Arquitectura

Law Firm Headquarters / BLOCO Arquitetos + Renata Dutra Arquitetura

Public & Landscape Architecture

Palacio Pereira / Cecilia Puga + Paula Velasco + Alberto Moletto
Eleftheria Square / Zaha Hadid Architects

Little Island Park / Heatherwick Studio + MNLA

Taiyuan Botanical Garden / Delugan Meissl| Associated Architects

“Heart of Yongan” Community Center / TJAD

Religious Architecture
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Audrey Irmas Pavilion / OMA

Hunting Grounds Pet Crematorium / Petr Hajek Architekti
Niijima Gakuen Junior College Hall & Chapel / Tezuka Architects
Mosque of Mohamed Abdulkhaliq Gargash / Dabbagh Architects

San Juan de Ruesta Chapel Restoration / Sebastian Arquitectos

Small Scale & Installations

Atelier Hawkesbury / Leopold Banchini Architects

Portal at the Stadtschloss / Helga Blocksdorf Architektur

Tea Room / Natura Futura Arquitectura

Types of Spaces Installation at CONCENTRICO Festival / Palma + HANGHAR

Urban Park Micro Renovation / Atelier cnS + School of Architecture, South China University of

Technology
Sports Architecture
Q) (3 n
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The Arc at Green School / IBUKU

Japan National Stadium / Taisei Corporation + AZUSA SEKKEI + Kengo Kuma & Associates
Stade de Luxembourg Football and Rugby Stadium / gmp Architects

Bro Park Horse Racing Venue / APPELL arkitektkontor

Camp del Ferro Sports Center / AIA + Barcel6 Balanz6 Arquitectes + Gustau Gili Galfetti

You can vote for your favorite projects from now until February 17th at 00:01 EST (read the

complete rules). The winners will be announced on the morning of February 17th, 2022.

VOTE HERE

Image gallery
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