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New Green Spaces Don’t Have to Lead to Gentrification

Written by Jared Green adayago 4 Share

Decades of redlining and urban renewal, rooted in racist planning and design policies, created the
conditions for gentrification to occur in American cities. But the primary concern with gentrification
today is displacement, which primarily impacts marginalized communities shaped by a history of
being denied access to mortgages. At the ASLA 2021 Conference on Landscape Architecture in
Nashville, Matthew Williams, ASLA, with the City of Detroit’s planning department, said in his city
there are concerns that new green spaces will increase the market value of homes and “price out
marginalized communities.” But investment in green space doesn’t necessarily need to lead to

displacement. If these projects are led by marginalized communities, they can be embraced.

THE DIRT
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For example, efforts to enhance the Dequindre Cut in Detroit by transforming it into a 2-mile-long
greenway were rooted in community needs and therefore have been supported. While the planning
and design work by SmithGroup on the greenway corridor has led to positive economic impact,
including growing nearby entrepreneurship and visitor engagement, it also expanded open space,
expanded community development, and lifted up local graffiti artists. “We allowed the graffiti to
stay and created canvases for more to come. It’s an avant-garde form of historic preservation, and a

way to activate a latent, forgotten place.”
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Another project is Ella Fitzgerald Park, in the Fitzgerald community, one of 10 key neighborhoods
where the planning department has focused housing, park, and economic development
investment. Given the neighborhood is experiencing high levels of bankruptcies and foreclosures,
many remaining homeowners in the neighborhood can’t sell their homes. Instead of seeing a new
community park and greenway designed by landscape architecture firm Spackman, Mossop, and
Michaels and built by the city as a gentrifying force, it was welcomed as a safe place for children to

play. “It was a needed change,” Williams said.

Related Article

The Incredible Opportunity of Community Schoolyards
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green reparation,” Williams argued. The city has overlaid where redlining had the most destructive
impact in Detroit and surrounding communities and has used green amenities to undo part of the
damage. “We can focus on those red areas on the redlining maps, transforming them into
productive, innovative, and ecological areas.” Planning and design efforts with

SmithGroup included significant community engagement. Strategic green spaces, rooted in

community desires, are one of “our best tools to address the mistakes of the past.”

Diane Jones Allen, FASLA, director and professor of landscape architecture at the University of
Texas at Arlington and current fellow at Dumbarton Oaks, received a 2020 research prize from the
SOM Foundation for her work, Reclaiming Black Settlements: A Design Playbook for Historic
Communities in the Shadow of Sprawl. Her research has involved mapping Black Freedmen’s
communities across Texas and included seven research projects in the Dallas / Ft. Worth area.
Along the Trinity River, Allen has been immersing herself in “the bottom lands, the industrial lands”
where many Black communities made their home. Despite the long-term environmental justice
issues, these communities are still facing displacement pressures. “Riverfronts are hot right now,

the place to be,” she said.

The existing community isn’t reacting negatively to Harold Simmons Park, a park planned on the
Trinity River by Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates because it would create “healthy social spaces
along the river.” To ensure housing prices in Black communities near the park don’t go up, a
development corporation linked with a local church is “getting ahead of the curve and stabilizing

and renovating homes.”
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Another community down river, the Garden of Eden, founded by a Black family in 1881, has been
impacted by concrete companies that dug industrial gravel pits along the river. Once leases on the
land ended, the companies were supposed to fill in those gravel pits but never did. So the

community is “reclaiming those pits through green infrastructure, creating recreational spaces.”

And at the last of the seven sites studied along the river, Joppa, a historic Freedmen’s town, there is
the Joppee Lakes project, the site of a railroad and concrete plant which is being re-imagined as a
stormwater solution for downtown Dallas. The Army Corps of Engineers turned the site over to the
City of Dallas, which is in turn working with Black community there to revamp the Honey Springs
Branch Park surrounding the lake as a community hub with green infrastructure that can handle

both sewage treatment and provide recreation.

To avoid green gentrification, Allen said it’s key to “understand the history of each place. Design has
to be grounded, and history is really powerful.” Black Freedmen’s communities along the Trinity
River have created a community roundtable and are “envisioning the future together.” They are
sharing “funding and grant sources, and talking about the issues.” Freedmen’s town groups are also
“linking green spaces, creating a trail that will connect them all.” They are “very smart about the
politics and policy and the air quality issues around transportation and cement plants.” Landscape
architects can work with communities like these to help them “articulate the issues” and “promote

and enhance connections with each other.”
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Boston has invested $5 million to re-imagine Frederick Law Olmsted’s Franklin Park in Boston’s
Dorchester, Jamaica Plains, and Roxbury neighborhoods. A team led by landscape architecture firm
Reed Hilderbrand is spearheading the action plan effort and includes MASS Design Group, which is
focusing on the “city edge’s and neighborhood connections,” and Agency Landscape + Planning,
which is focusing on public engagement, planning, and programming. According to Sierra
Bainbridge, ASLA, a landscape architect and senior principal with MASS Design Group, her
organization is seeking to answer questions like: “Can we connect present and future generations
to the park? Can the surrounding neighborhoods benefit from the procurement process for a

redesigned park?”

Bainbridge argued that park’s ill-conceived boundaries are keeping many people out. The edges,
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While planning and zoning changes need to happen to grow local business presence around the
park, Bainbridge said procurement is also a powerful tool for increasing community engagement
with the revamped Olmsted park. Looking to MASS Design Group’s work in Rwanda as a model, she
said training and hiring local artists, masons, and workers was key to creating a sense of ownership
around the organization’s community healthcare projects. “The question for many was ‘who is this
project for?; we showed them that it is for them.” As a result, community members who worked on

the project began to trust in the mission and started going to the care center and hospitals.

In the same vein, Franklin Park can create opportunities for local artists and workers. There is some
flexibility in Boston’s procurement procedures if the amounts are under $10,000. “There is
potentially a way to also phase larger projects in smaller amounts” to give more local businesses
and artists chances to bid. As part of the project, the team is also training small minority- and
women-owned businesses to take advantage of these opportunities. “Training costs less than 10
percent of the project, but the impact is multiplied throughout the community. Training is

embedded in the plan.”

This article was originally published on The Dirt.
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Written by Diego Hernandez 5 days ago A Share

All buildings move — of course, some more than others. There are a host of design considerations
that architects keep in mind that allow for, or even promote movement in almost every building.
But some architects fall back on their training as broad-based thinkers and problem solvers to
devise solutions that literally roam the earth. From tiny homes on wheels, to train-based
educational institutions, to design programs in a truck, sometimes buildings and architecture need
to travel to the people it serves or to other environments. This video features a few examples on
this spectrum, beginning with how architects typically deal with movement in structures and
foundations, to Cedric Price’s Potteries Thinkbelt, and finally Chicago Mobile Makers, a traveling

maker workshop for children founded by Maya Bird Murphy.

Why It's Important Architects Make Things Move

Architecture with Stewart is a YouTube journey exploring architecture’s deep and enduring stories

in all their bewildering glory. Weekly videos and occasional live events breakdown a wide range of
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Stewart Hicks is an architectural design educator that leads studios and lecture courses as an Sofas - Actiflex Wave Soft
Associate Professor in the School of Architecture at the University of Illinois at Chicago. He also
serves as an Associate Dean in the College of Architecture, Design, and the Arts and is the co- —

founder of the practice Design With Company. His work has earned awards such as the Architecture

Seating | Federico Giner

Record Design Vanguard Award or the Young Architect’s Forum Award and has been featured in
exhibitions such as the Chicago Architecture Biennial and Design Miami, as well as at the V&A
Museum and Tate Modern in London. His writings can be found in the co-authored book Misguided
Tactics for Propriety Calibration, published with the Graham Foundation, as well as essays in MONU
magazine, the AIA Journal Manifest, Log, bracket, and the guest-edited issue of MAS Context on the

topic of character architecture.
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Zaha Hadid Architects Begins Construction on Dnipro Metro
Stations

Written by Dima Stouhi about 24 hours ago A Share

Following excavation and engineering works on Dnipro’s metro line in 2016, Zaha Hadid Architects
has begun construction on three new metro stations. The Teatralna, Tsentalna, and Muzeina
stations, all designed by the renowned architecture firm, will connect the residential, commercial,
cultural, and academic institutions in Dnipro’s eastern districts with the city center and the Dnipro-

Holovnyi railway station.

The new metro line extension aims to reduce traffic congestion in central Dnipro, and provide the
area's public attractions, such as the parks, beaches, and recreational facilities on the banks of the
Dnipro River, with easy access from the city center. The interiors are designed to facilitate
circulation and navigate passengers in an intuitive manner, enhancing their experience to ensure

safe and comfortable transport across the city.

The design of the stations honors the city's rich traditions of craftsmanship, metallurgy, and
manufacturing through the welded steel entrance pavilions. These sculpted entrances comprise of

thin structural shells made from recycled steel from Dnipro’s local foundries. Each pavilion is

situated within a new public plaza, providing an easily recognizable landmark that marks an access

to the city’s metro. To further enhance the station's strong identity, the design of the ticket halls
uniquely compliment each station while the interior concourses, corridors, and platforms that

share a cohesive formal and spatial logic.
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All of Dnipro’s three stations are expected to provide passengers with complete services in 2025.

In September of last year, Zaha Hadid Architects ranked first in a design competition for the
redevelopment of the Vilnius railway station complex and surrounding area in Lithuania, with its
‘Green Connect’ proposal. Prioritizing pedestrians and cyclists, the selected proposal upgrades the
Vilnius railway station by incorporating a new public bridge over the railway tracks to connect the

Naujininkai district to the south with the city center and Vilnius old town.
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