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“Architecture is a Captivating Journey Through the Revived
World of Drawing” In Conversation with Sergei Tchoban

MORE ARCHITECTURE NEWS

Tallinn Architecture
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Installation

Herzog & de Meuron
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Compilation of Three
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Sergei Tchoban (b. 1962, Saint Petersburg, Russia) graduated from the Repin Institute for Painting,
Stefano Boeri Architetti

Releases Video

Sculpture and Architecture at the Russian Academy of Arts in Saint Petersburg in 1986. He started

his practicing career in Russia but left for Germany in 1991, becoming a managing partner of nps .
Documentary on the First

Vertical Forest in Social
offices in Moscow. Apart from building his successful career of a practicing architect, he is a Housing

tchoban voss in Berlin in 1995. Since 2006, he also heads SPEECH, one of the leading architectural

collector of architectural drawings, publisher, and museum owner. More Architecture News »

The Tchoban Foundation was initiated in 2009 to celebrate the art of drawing through exhibitions

and publications. The Foundation’s Museum for Architectural Drawing was built in Berlin in 2013

around the architect’s life-long passion of drawing architecture. Tchoban’s architecture is guided by MOST VISITED

ise-en-scé i hath j in hisf . . .
urban mise-en-scéne settings that he enjoys and captures on paper in his frequent travels 10 Interior Design Trends

Explaining his preferences Tchoban has a straightforward attitude; he says, “I always ask one of 2021

simple question—would | want to draw one of my own projects or my colleagues’ projects?” In the
following interview conducted over Zoom we discussed drawings that Sergei Tchoban sees as the

key tool to understand architecture, his design process achieved through “a thinking hand,” the role
Back to Basics House /

OPEN ARCHITECTES

of materiality and details, understanding architecture of a city as its historical chronicle and,

therefore the need for cities to maintain a strong relationship with both history and modernity.

House SO / Finckh
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Vladimir Belogolovsky: | am intrigued by your phrase "My architecture arises from my

drawings." Let's talk about your drawings and how they influence your architecture.

Related Article

"We Still Have Not Built that City of the Future Where | Once Lived": In Conversation with
Nishan Kazazian

Sergei Tchoban: Drawings always serve as a starting point for me to think about a project. | come
up with my projects not so much analytically as directly, while drawing. | think with my hand. Itis
by drawing that I try to understand and feel the logic of the space that can arise in one place or
another. This mode of work is intuitive. For some, this approach may not seem conceptual enough.
But | came into architecture through drawing and this is how I think. It's natural for me to perceive a
city as a play, in which each building plays a role. This raises the following question—is it possible
to direct the development of a city? There are cities that grow quite spontaneously, like Shanghai,
Hong Kong, New York, or London. Each is like a wild, even if amazingly beautiful forest. These cities
have changed beyond recognition in a very short while and turned into picturesque man-made
jungles. Are these cities beautiful? Yes, they are beautiful without following any intentional
scenario. But | was born in Leningrad [now Saint Petersburg], where city-planning depended on the
creation of a series of interrelated mise-en-scenes; that’s how it was from day one. Therefore, | am

also interested in compositional ensembles.

For example, a building can be like a diamond in a neckless, i.e. an iconic object surrounded by
background buildings. By this analogy, Shanghai consists of diamonds of different sizes, while in
Saint Petersburg, as a rule, there is one diamond, around which a worthy neckless is formed. Berlin
is similarly planned. In such a city, it is important not to follow regulations too tightly to leave

opportunities for emotional outbursts.
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VB: Many of these ideas are illustrated by your drawings, which herald similar collisions in
various cities. And in this regard, | am interested in the very technique of drawing as a design

tool. As you noted, "Drawings are the key to understanding architecture."

ST: This is how I try to understand my own architecture, and the key to understanding any
architecture is explored through drawing. That is why | founded the Architectural Drawing
Foundation. It seems to me that people will be interested in looking at the drawings to understand
how the architects came up with this or that building. The distance from the viewer to the finished

building is immeasurably greater than the distance through a thinking hand, so to speak.

VB: Can you say about your Berlin museum that this is a concept building? Can we say that this

museum is a drawing that comes alive?

ST: Yes, this building is a journey through drawings. On the one hand, it is a sculptural form. On the

other hand, it is a speaking form since the drawings are applied to the surfaces of the facades. This
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the ephemeral, devoid of visible materiality, upper volume. We rise from heavy, brutal forms and
textures to more refined and perfect lines and details. This is how architecture in different times
passed from one of these states to another. This change in trends has always existed in
architecture, and it is represented in the building itself. And the relationship of the Museum with
the surrounding residential buildings of the early 20th century and the proximity to the former

brewery of the 19th century create very unusual contrasting composition.

VB: There is a lot of attention devoted to details in your projects. You even noted: "There can be

no architecture without details."

ST: That’s correct—details can be scarce or minimalistic, but you cannot avoid thinking about
details. Especially if we are not talking about sculptural forms, but about ordinary buildings, where
you need to think over everything to the last cornice profile as thoroughly as possible. The simpler
the building, the greater the need to accompany it with details. Sculptural buildings are perceived
very differently. For example, Zuev Club in Moscow [llya Golosov, 1929] is mainly perceived by its
form. So, almost random arrangement of some of its windows or the negligence of some details
does not harm it at all, because the main thing in this object is its formal innovation, its
fundamental novelty. Golosov took a combination of a cylinder and a cube from the 12th century,
put them on top of each other, and this produced something completely new. Of course, all
buildings should be precise in their details, but this is especially true for ordinary buildings.
Therefore, | am fighting very hard for every detail. And there is a lot of resistance from clients and
those who would prefer to simplify solutions. Buildings’ surfaces must be precise in detail. Our eye

does not forgive inaccuracies.
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VB: You said: "The combination of different layers—both historical and modern—is the central
theme in architecture today." When did you first notice this? After all, this topic manifested itself

quite profoundly relatively recently.

ST: Contrasting combinations of buildings from different eras have always existed. And it would be
sad if similar buildings appeared in different times. Then there would be a feeling that our life
hasn’t been changing. But this is not so: it is enough to compare the rhythm and way of life of the
19th century to the modern one. | must say that in Leningrad [Saint Petersburg], in the years of my
youth, the feeling that life was not changing would come to mind quite often. And only rare inserts,
uncompromisingly modernist buildings of the 1970s, clearly demonstrated that each time brings
something of its own. But in Berlin, this interconnection of different eras is very clear. Walking
through Berlin, you can read the history of the late 19th century, before the war, postwar, and
identify the city that emerged after the unification. All this reads very clearly. This is not just a story,
but a story of intense clashes, disputes, and it is incredibly interesting. It was in Berlin that |
understood architecture of any city as its historical chronicle. And that is so fundamental that in
comparison the idea of whether a building is perceived to be beautiful or ugly is of no importance,
since ideas about beauty change, and, consequently, the perception of individual buildings also

changes.
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Another city in which different eras interact vividly is, of course, Moscow: there are churches of the
16th-17th centuries, buildings of all eras and styles are present— classicism, neo-gothic,
eclecticism, avant-garde, constructivism, neoclassicism, Soviet modernism, Post-Modernism,
contemporary architecture. All this is very valuable. Therefore, it is rational not to demolish
buildings, not only from the point of view of saving resources, but also to preserve the historical
chronicle of the city. Usefulness and sustainability are very important, but these concepts do not
exhaust the meaning of architecture. It is important to understand that the language of
architecture is constantly changing, and all variations of this change have the right to exist. It is in

the polyphony of the city, in all its incarnations, that its great value lies.

VB: | agree and just want to add that today's architecture shows an incredible degree of
tolerance towards earlier layers and, in recent years, such layering can often be found within the
same building, which is even more interesting. Take, for example, the reconstruction of Berlin’s
Reichstag by Norman Foster. Or, Garage Museum of Contemporary Art by Rem Koolhaas in
Moscow. The roots of this phenomenon can be traced back to reconstructions by Carlo Scarpa.
However, today this direction has turned into a trend. And if you deal with an existing building
on your site, even if it is not valuable, chances are, you will want to preserve it in one way or

another.

ST: That’s right. The most important value of any building is that it witnessed its time. Preserving
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VB: It should be added that the value of older structures also lies in the fact that today, either

because of the high cost, or because of the loss of technology, we can no longer reproduce it.

ST: Of course. Maybe we can build better, but not the way we could in the past. Techniques change,
structures are created differently, the attitudes towards the craft change, the attitude towards

working conditions change as well, and so on.

VB: The following words are often used when you describe your work: context, urban mise-en-
scenes, beautiful aging, hierarchy of roles, contrasting harmony, harmonization, richness of
details, refinement of the surface, and a doorknob. What other words or phrases can describe

your buildings or the architecture you are striving to achieve?

ST: The main thing is a conscious attitude toward materiality. It is materiality that effects a
building’s volume, surface relief, texture, the ratio of open versus opaque surfaces, and so on.
Material is the most important component of a building. It is not always possible to achieve very
interesting spaces, since architects are often limited by the most rigid framework, although we
must try to overcome them. It happens that even making a double-height space is impossible. But

materiality is always with you. Therefore, a caring attitude toward materiality is the most important
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attention to the buildings and details of three architects— Otto Wagner, Louis Kahn and Paul
Rudolph.
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Ceramiche Refin designs porcelain tiles that take cues from
traditional frescos

000 00

Dezeen staff | 17 December 2021

Dezeen promotion: Italian ceramic brand Ceramiche Refin has launched
a collection of porcelain tiles that reference the textured surfaces and rich
colours of traditional frescos.

The collection called Affrescati is informed by the appearance of
traditional Italian frescos, which refers to a mural painting technique
where dry-powder pigment is painted onto wet plaster.

"The story of Affrescati started long ago, from powerful suggestions linked
to the fascination of the frescos of Pompeii to the colours of the Amalfi
Cathedral and the starry vault of the Scrovegni Chapel,” said Ceramiche
Refin.
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Coopworth residence is a modern
take on a traditional Tasmanian
farmhouse

Giotto star-shaped decorations are available to embellish the tiles

In the making of the Affrescati collection, Ceramiche Refin’s design team
replicated authentic fresco paintings in its laboratory using traditional
pigments and lime.

The team studied fresco’s heritage and artistry then "brought it back to life”
in a ceramic tile. The result is a tile with an almost three-dimensional

surface, where the fresco characteristics were replicated with "every detail, Marazzi showcases handmade
to value all the charm of a millenarian heritage”.

ceramic and porcelain tiles on
Dezeen Showroom
T2 1

"This craft-based approach is the result of experiments conducted in our
lab which, backed by impressive production expertise and state-of-the-art
technologies, translates its creativity to an exclusive ceramic tile product,”
said Ceramiche Refin.

The Affrescati collection is informed by traditional frescos

The Affrescati collection is available in five different colours and four sizes.
Each colour option combines swirling shades of porcelain that take cues
from the pigments used in traditional frescos.

Ombra is a shadow-like mix of greys, while Lapis features moody shades of Subscribe

blue.

Ocra uses various yellow and cream tones, which contrasts with Calce, an Su b scC ri b e t o
eclectic combination of white tones. Finally, Terra is a warm, neutral mix of Linan

/nttps://www.dezeen.com/2021/12/17/ceramiche-refin-designs-porcelain-tiles-that-take-cues-from-traditional-frescos  2/5


https://www.dezeen.com/2021/04/16/depa-architects-traditional-home-green-tiles-portugal/?li_source=LI&li_medium=rhs_block_1
https://www.dezeen.com/2021/07/05/coopworth-farmhouse-fmd-architects-tasmania-architecture/?li_source=LI&li_medium=rhs_block_1
https://www.dezeen.com/2021/05/20/marazzi-tiles-porcelain-ceramic-wall-coverings-flooring-dezeen-showroom/?li_source=LI&li_medium=rhs_block_1
https://static.dezeen.com/uploads/2021/12/ceramiche-refin-affrescati-tiles-promotion_dezeen_2364_col_7.jpg
https://static.dezeen.com/uploads/2021/12/ceramiche-refin-affrescati-tiles-promotion_dezeen_2364_col_15.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=507209817137444&href=https://www.dezeen.com/2021/12/17/ceramiche-refin-designs-porcelain-tiles-that-take-cues-from-traditional-frescos/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?via=dezeen&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dezeen.com%2F2021%2F12%2F17%2Fceramiche-refin-designs-porcelain-tiles-that-take-cues-from-traditional-frescos%2F&text=Ceramiche%20Refin%20designs%20porcelain%20tiles%20that%20take%20cues%20from%20traditional%20frescos
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.dezeen.com/2021/12/17/ceramiche-refin-designs-porcelain-tiles-that-take-cues-from-traditional-frescos/&title=Ceramiche%20Refin%20designs%20porcelain%20tiles%20that%20take%20cues%20from%20traditional%20frescos
http://tumblr.com/widgets/share/photo?canonicalUrl=https://www.dezeen.com/2021/12/17/ceramiche-refin-designs-porcelain-tiles-that-take-cues-from-traditional-frescos/&title=Ceramiche+Refin+designs+porcelain+tiles+that+take+cues+from+traditional+frescos

14:28 ,21.12.2021 Ceramiche Refin designs tiles that take cues from traditional frescos

dezeen Q
Share: 00@ 00

The collection is also informed by the textured appearance of frescos,
which are defined by spatula marks and imperfections.

However, Affrescati tiles are finished in smooth porcelain that gives them a
modern twist, which also makes the tiles suitable for both wall and floor
coverage.

"The colours take on a particular 'vintage’ appearance emphasised by signs
and marks: a distinguishing feature due to the reaction between the lime of
the background and the pigments utilised, which attenuates the colours
and makes it possible to obtain a symphony of hues, with a gently
dilapidated result,” said the brand.

There are five colours to choose from in the Iatest range

"The multifaceted qualities of stoneware have made it possible, for the first
time, to convey the charm of the fresco to floors,” said Ceramiche Refin.

Featured
Each coloured tile in the collection can also be adorned with Giotto star- jobs

shapes, which refers to the Florentine painter and architect Giotto di
Bondone’s comet-like stars found across his murals.

To view more about the Affrescati collection visit Ceramiche Refin’s
website.

Partnership content

This article was written by Dezeen for Ceramiche Refin as part of a
partnership. Find out more about Dezeen partnership content here.
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At the end of yet another big year for Chinese architecture, Dezeen’s China
editor Christina Yao continues our review of 2021 by picking out 10 of the
most impressive projects completed in the past 12 months.
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structure as a nod to the surrounding landscape.

Find out more about Hometown Moon »

Photography is by Zhang Chao

Peach Hut, Henan Province, by Atelier Xi

Named Peach Hut, this tinted concrete community pavilion and bar was
designed by Atelier Xi to overlook a field of peach trees in Henan Province.

The building is the first of seven small pavilions that are being built in the
region as small community centres.

Find out more about Peach Hut »

Subscribe
Photo is by Jin Weiqi
Yang Liping Performing Arts Centre, Dali, by Studio Zhu-Pei Subscribe tOI
This performing arts building, designed by Studio Zhu-Pei, has a our nhewsletter SI
rectangular roof that spans a landscape of free-flowing indoor and outdoor ext

spaces.
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Chapel of Sound, Beijing, by OPEN Architecture

This monolithic open-air concert hall was built entirely from concrete to
resemble a piece of natural rock. It was designed by OPEN Architecture to
blend into the surrounding mountainous landscape.

The structure is composed of a series of layers, each of which cantilevers
out from the previous layer to create an inverted cone shape, with the
studio claiming that the resulting good acoustics omits the need for
additional sound-absorbing materials.

Find out more about Chapel of Sound »

Popular Featured
jobs jobs
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Photo is by ArchExist

Shanghai Astronomy Museum, Shanghai, by Ennead Architects

Designed to reflect the shapes and geometry of outer space, the world’s
largest astronomy museum in Shanghai has no straight lines or right
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Find out more about Shanghai Astronomy Museum >
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Hare Architects
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Cloudscape library, Haikou, by MAD

Cast in seamless white concrete, the structure of this library has a unique
amorphous, flowing form. The building’s interior and exterior were cast as
one vessel, without any right angles.

Large curved cut-outs on the building, which was designed by MAD, frame
the surrounding sea views.

Find out more about Cloudscape library »
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1nstead ot containing all of 1ts learning spaces 1n a single bullding, tne
Qingpu Pinghe school features a variety of unusual structures, including a
theatre and library known as “the blue whale” (above).

The aim, according to OPEN Architecture, was to find an alternative to the
"school-as-megastructure” model. The studio explained that this design
concept was informed by the African proverb, "it takes a village to raise a
child”.

Find out more about Shanghai Qingpu Pinghe International School »

Photo is courtesy of Aogvision

Cofco Cultural and Health Center, Shanghai, by Steven Holl

Sat among rows of identical apartments blocks, this “social condenser”
created by Steven Holl was intended to bring the community together by
providing a new public space.

The cultural and health centre comprises a pair of concrete buildings
punctured by irregular openings.

Holl explained that the use of green space, fresh air and natural light was an
attempt to respond to health concerns raised during the Covid-19
pandemic.

Find out more about Cofco Cultural and Health Center »

Dezeen's top 10 Chinese architecture projects of 2021

/https://www.dezeen.com/2021/12/17/chinese-architecture-review-2021

5/8


https://www.dezeen.com/2021/05/19/open-architecture-shanghai-qingpu-pinghe-international-school/
https://www.dezeen.com/2021/05/19/open-architecture-shanghai-qingpu-pinghe-international-school/
https://www.dezeen.com/2021/10/29/steven-holl-cofco-cultural-health-center-shanghai/
https://www.dezeen.com/tag/steven-holl/
https://www.dezeen.com/2021/10/29/steven-holl-cofco-cultural-health-center-shanghai/
https://www.dezeen.com/2021/10/29/steven-holl-cofco-cultural-health-center-shanghai/
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=507209817137444&href=https://www.dezeen.com/2021/12/17/chinese-architecture-review-2021/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?via=dezeen&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dezeen.com%2F2021%2F12%2F17%2Fchinese-architecture-review-2021%2F&text=Dezeen%27s%20top%2010%20Chinese%20architecture%20projects%20of%202021
http://reddit.com/submit?url=https://www.dezeen.com/2021/12/17/chinese-architecture-review-2021/&title=Dezeen%27s+top+10+Chinese+architecture+projects+of+2021
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.dezeen.com/2021/12/17/chinese-architecture-review-2021/&title=Dezeen%27s%20top%2010%20Chinese%20architecture%20projects%20of%202021
http://tumblr.com/widgets/share/photo?canonicalUrl=https://www.dezeen.com/2021/12/17/chinese-architecture-review-2021/&title=Dezeen%27s+top+10+Chinese+architecture+projects+of+2021

14:28 ,21.12.2021 Dezeen's top 10 Chinese architecture projects of 2021

dezeen Q
Share: 0 0@ @O

Photo is by 10 Studio

Henderson CIFI Tiandi, Shanghai, by Jean Nouvel

Architect Jean Nouvel designed this colourful, covered shopping street
with rows of potted plants, linking two main roads at either end.

The thoroughfare references traditional Chinese shopping streets and is
punctuated by pedestrian bridges.

Find out more about Henderson CIFI Tiandi »

Photo is by Chen Hao

Shan-Shui whisky distillery, Mount Emei, by Neri&Hu

Neri&Hu used a modern interpretation of Chinese vernacular architecture
for this whisky distillery.

With Mount Emei as a backdrop, its design is intended to celebrate the
rural setting and represent the Chinese notion of the duality of natural
elements.

Concrete and stone were used throughout the site, while materials like
wood and copper pay homage to the history of whisky production.

Find out more about Shan-Shui whisky distillery >
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BaronetUptonVonOligarch ¢ 20 minutes ago « edited
Audacious.
~ | Vv < Reply - Share>

Eugene Ely - 3 days ago * edited

It'll be interesting to see if the governmental tightening of the reins on social and economic activity
translates into artistic endeavors like architecture.
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FCSBist din 1986 - 3 days ago * edited
Crazy people.
~ | Vv . Reply - Share>

Fran~Kki~gio - 3 days ago * edited

Chinese design is quite extreme as reflection of the fast evolution the young generation is experiencing.
Having limitless resources and opportunities, the doors of experimentation are very open. Also we are
witnessing an unexpected increase of quality in both thinking and final product.
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CrankyFranky - 3 days ago - edited
Some nice flow there.
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