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Casa Atibaia designed to be "ideal modernist jungle home"
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Natasha Levy | 13 August 2020 | 17 comments

Creatives Charlotte Taylor and Nicholas Préaud took cues from the
modernist architecture of Lina Bo Bardi to dream up these renderings of
Casa Atibaia, an imaginary home that hides in a Sdo Paulo forest.

In a series of ultra-realistic renderings, the pair have envisioned Casa
Atibaia to be nestled amongst the forested banks of the Atibaia river in Sdo
Paulo.

This is the first collaborative project between Préaud, who is co-founder of
3D visualisation practice Ni.acki, and Taylor, who runs Maison de Sable, a
studio that works with a range of visual artists to create fictional spaces.
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The imaginary home was informed by Casa de Vidro, or Glass House, which
Italian-born Brazilian architect Lina Bo Bardi designed in 1951 for herself
and her husband, writer and curator Pietro Maria Bardi.

Comprising a concrete and glass volume supported by slim pilotis, the
house is considered a significant example of Brazilian modernism - an
architectural movement that both Taylor and Préaud have come to admire
during their careers.
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"Lina Bo Bari has been a huge inspiration for the most part of my career,”
Taylor told Dezeen.

"Discovering Nicholas had an equal passion and excitement towards
Brazilian modernism was a perfect match, something we had to explore.”

"Having lived and studied architecture in Brazil, I was overwhelmed by the
presence and national pride around modernist jewels such as Casa de Vidro
or Casa das Canoas by Oscar Niemeyer,” continued Préaud.

"These homes have become landmarks not only for their style and modern
construction methods at the time, but also because of the simplicity of the
lifestyle they implemented.”

Like Bo Bardi’s Casa de Vidro, the imaginary Casa Atibaia features a white-
concrete framework and expansive glass windows.

However, instead of pilotis, this house would instead be elevated by huge
jagged boulders that jut out from the terrain below.
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Taylor and Préaud’s creation would also be much more sinuous in shape,
with the river-facing elevation winding inwards to form a courtyard around
a cluster of existing palm trees.

This courtyard would help loosely separate the private and communal
quarters of the home.

"Lina Bo Bardi’s Casa de Vidro was an inspiration mostly in terms of this
ethereal feeling of a delicately suspended home... gentle curves, extended
raw concrete slabs and a primal relationship with the elements are our
tribute to Brazilian modernism,” the pair explained.

Some of the boulders propping up the home would pierce through the
interior and be adapted into functional elements like bookcases, a bed
headboard, or craggy plinths for displaying earth-tone vases.

Related story
Casa Plenaire is an imaginary holiday home
for lockdown escapism

In the living room, a curving cream-coloured sofa is accompanied by a
couple of sloping armchairs and a floor lamp with a concertina-fold shade.

‘Wooden high-back chairs surround the stone breakfast island in the
adjacent kitchen.
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The home would otherwise be dressed with a blend of contemporary and
antique decorative pieces, ideally from the likes of French designers like
Charlotte Perriand and Pierre Chapo.

"It would definitely be a dream home for us in another life,” added Taylor
and Préaud.

"Casa Atibaia is a design experiment in which we combined both our
impressions and aspirations of the ideal modernist jungle home,” the pair
continued.

"Through this experiment we sought to squeeze out the essence of what
Brazilian modernism means to us, blurring the boundaries between inside
and out while maintaining a cosy, homey feeling.”
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Charlotte Taylor was one of nine individuals to feature in Dezeen'’s
roundup of 3D designers, visualisers and image-makers.

She said the recent rise of dreamy renderings coming from the likes of her
and Préaud may be down to the fact that, in light of the global coronavirus
lockdowns, the appetite for escapism is "at an all-time high”.

Earlier this year, in response to the pandemic, Child Studio designed Casa
Plenaire - a fictitious seaside villa where those stuck at home could
imagine having the "perfect holiday”.

Read more: Architecture | Interiors | Residential | Renderings | Brazil |
S3o Paulo | Houses | Brazilian houses | Virtual architecture and design |
Charlotte Taylor | Highlights | Instagram
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setting in Tulum splits in two around Desert Retreat by home in the

giant oak tree Aidlin Darling Design Cambridgeshire Fens
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Text description provided by the architects. The Xinxiang Cultural Tourism Center is the
architectural icon of the new tourism district, which will be dedicated to winter sports, including
the presence of the future indoor ski slope. The ambition of the project is to create a strong urban
indicator that unites the whole district. The project does not look like a classic building. Itis a
sculpture out of scale, a pure and monumental volume.
Simplicity / Complexity. There are nine ice cubes superposed and offset from each other,
representing the general theme of the leisure district. This simple appearance becomes subtle and
complex as one approaches - The texture of the glass facades is composed of a multitude of tangled
translucent ice crystals that filter the light and the vision from the interior. It is a question of hiding -
whilst showing - to provoke mystery and the desire to approach. The ice crystals capture the light
and give it back. The building thus seems to emit the light it receives like a mass of inhabited ice.
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Fragility / Solidity. This massive appearance is made exclusively of printed glass and steel. No
supporting structure is visible. The glass panels of the facades are suspended by stainless steel

cables and minimal steel connections.

Instant / Eternity. The facades capture the light of the sky, which varies according to the time of day,
the season, and the weather. Sometimes bright white, under the sun; the building becomes
vaporous by cloudy weather, frosted even under certain lights, it reflects the sun and the clouds
which become visible on the texture of frost. The building continually changes its appearance with

time.

Home Projects Products Folders Feed

...es-cultural-tourist-center-zone-of-utopia-plus-mathieu-forest-architecte ?ad_content=972937&ad_medium=widget&ad_name=featured_loop_main 3/7


https://www.archdaily.com/972937/ice-cubes-cultural-tourist-center-zone-of-utopia-plus-mathieu-forest-architecte/61a99d44abf50f016456fbf5-ice-cubes-cultural-tourist-center-zone-of-utopia-plus-mathieu-forest-architecte-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/972937/ice-cubes-cultural-tourist-center-zone-of-utopia-plus-mathieu-forest-architecte/61a99d52abf50f2dd2853238-ice-cubes-cultural-tourist-center-zone-of-utopia-plus-mathieu-forest-architecte-section
https://www.archdaily.com/972937/ice-cubes-cultural-tourist-center-zone-of-utopia-plus-mathieu-forest-architecte
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects
https://www.archdaily.com/search/products

14:45 ,9.12.2021 Ice Cubes Cultural Tourist Center / Zone of Utopia + Mathieu Forest Architecte | ArchDaily

Kinetic. It is a sculpture conceived according to each angle of discovery. An assembly of superposed
cubes, each one of about 17 meters in height, is never perceived in the same way depending on
where the visitor is standing. From the commercial street to the west, the upper cube shifts to the
side, cantilevering 34m above the ground to mark the end of the perspective. From the south, the
composition is more balanced, to face the calmness of the lake. From the north, which is the main
pedestrian access, the cubes come closer together to form a 34-meter vertical gap that invites the
visitor to enter inside. The upper cube, more transparent, is a transparent crystal and houses a

place of contemplation and relaxation, suspended in the sky.
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fully illuminated and light up the surroundings. The building radiates a uniform glow that

irresistibly catches the eye and prevents a direct view of the interior life. At the top, the Sky Lounge
allows observing the landscape in 360 degrees.

Presence of Water. It is also the continuity of the presence of water and the lake, on which the

building seems to float. A metaphoric work of ice cubes transformed into a liquid state creates a
pleasant and serene environment.
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Project location

Address: Xinxiang, Henan, China
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Location to be used only as a reference. It could indicate city/country but not exact address.
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RCR Arquitectes unveils luxury villa at Portugal's Palmares
resort

000 00

Amy Frearson | 8 December 2021 | 4 comments

Catalonian studio RCR Arquitectes has completed the first of eight luxury
red concrete villas it has designed for the Palmares Ocean Living & Golf
resort in the Algarve.

The Pritzer Prize-winning studio has designed all of the buildings for the Top architecture stories

seaside resort, including villas, hotels and a clubhouse building that opened
in late 2020.
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under the title Signature Villas. This one, called Villa 19, is the first of those
eight to complete.

What sets the Signature Villas apart is their size. Each one boasts four
bedrooms and bathrooms, sea views, a large private swimming pool and a
sizeable garden.

A Al Bayt Stadium in giant tent
RCRArquitectesiysésrdidénorete

to build P4lAféres Clubhouse in the
Alga

€ Java Architecture extends
.\':_

The building is constructed from red pigmented concrete

As with the other buildings at the Palmares resort, these villas are primarily
formed of overlapping planes of red pigmented concrete.

‘Wall surfaces are angular rather than curvy, yet they still have an organic
feel. Rooms are designed to fan out from one other, so there is no clear
front or back to the building.

House on the Hill by Alison Brooks
named RIBA House of the Year
2021

Overhanging roofs offer natural sun shading

Java Architecture extends Parisian
home with polycarbonate-clad
tower

"We have created the homes at Palmares not as objects implanted into the
environment, but as spaces embedded into the topography, framing the
landscape,” explained Rafael Aranda, one of the three co-founders of RCR
Arquitectes.

"The Signature Villas were developed with a unique relationship with the
external natural environment, creating a feeling of privilege in this
exceptional setting,” he continued.
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Read:

RCR Arquitectes uses red concrete to build
Palmares Clubhouse in the Algarve

"It's a feeling that flows throughout each home, connecting people to the
place in a very special way.”

The first of the homes, the two-storey Villa 19, is organised around nine
terraces so that indoor activities can spill outdoors.

The villa is organised around nine terraces

On the ground floor, the kitchen, dining room and living room are arranged
in sequence along the first three of these terraces.

The swimming pool creates a nature divide between these more social
spaces and a ground-floor bedroom, which opens out onto three further
stepped terraces.

The Dezeen guide to biomaterials in
architecture, design and interiors
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The concrete surfaces are exposed both inside and out

Upstairs, the remaining three bedrooms each have a terrace of their own.

The villa’s other features include minimal floor-to-ceiling glazing,
contemporary kitchens and overhanging roofs that offer natural sun
shading.

Popular Featured
jobs jobs
The contemporary kitchen features a large island

Palmares Ocean Living & Golf is backed by developer Kronos Homes. The
resort centres around a 27-hole course designed by golf architect Robert
Trent Jones Jr.

Each of the resort’s Signature Villas will boast a slightly different design,
developed in response to the unique conditions of each site.

There are four bedrooms, each with their own terrace

RCR has also developed a standard design for Signature Apartments, which
will be delivered in a later phase of the project.

Founded in 1988, RCR Arquitectes is led by Aranda alongside Carme Pigem
and Ramon Vilalta, and is based in their home town of Olot, Catalonia.

Design director at Zenda

Key projects from the studio include a “serene and restrained” Dubai

apartment building and a steel-clad museum in France. Architect,/Part 2 at Nicholas

Read more: Architecture | Portugal | Concrete | Houses | Hare Architects
Portuguese houses | Coloured concrete | RCR Arquitectes | villas |
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dvbga - 17 hours ago « edited

Never understood the pritzker for these guys... It seems so clumsily modelled and chunky. It seems like
many architects of little stature could come up with and execute a design like this. I compare this
unfavorably to say Zumthors Chivelstone house, which just to me feels more elegant and mature in its
sensibility and execution.
~ | Vv < Reply + Share>

apsco radiales - a day ago - edited

It's a nice building even though it looks awkward from some angles, but the biggest issue I have with it
is that it certainly does not look like a "home". It looks more like a public library from the outside, and a
doctor's office lobby on the inside.

Perhaps the owner(s) will make it look more like a home over time.
2 A | Vv . Reply ¢ Share>

Stef - a day ago - edited

I feel Flintstones vibes in RCR work lately?

2 A~ | Vv . Reply « Share>

DY A Stef « a day ago + edited

I was thinking the exact same thing!

~ | v « Reply ¢ Share>
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