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Morphosis Launches DesignClass on Model Making,
Technology and Leadership

Written by Eric Baldwin 2daysago 4 Share

Morphosis has joined DesignClass, a growing collection of online classes featuring innovators from
architecture, design, and creative leadership. Each class aims to build "curious and creative
confidence" in future generations of creative professionals. Delving into design process, logic, and
architecture, the new class focuses on how to translate ideas into dynamic architecture with one of

the leading practices today.

As outlined by DesignClass, participants will explore the process, logic, and emotion behind
Morphosis architecture through the lens of the Dallas Perot Museum of Nature and Science as a
deep-dive case study. The class covers everything from hand-made models to advanced software,
and in turn, how to solve programmatic needs while responding to the client and a ever-evolving
urban context. DesignClass aims to grows into a unique platform where people from around the
world can learn from design leaders and each other, as well as encourage future generations to be

inspired by architecture.

Create Visionary Architecture with Morphosis | Official Trailer
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Terroxy Resin Systems in
Stadiums | Terrazzo &
Marble

Joshua Sanabria, CEO of DesignClass, touched on the importance of the newest addition to the
course offerings. "The collaboration with Morphosis has been a year in the making. It all stemmed
from the firm's desire to give back to the community and showcase a few rising leaders. When you
hear Morphosis you think of Thom Mayne, and while he certainly is the figurehead, there are many
other talented and driven leaders within the firm. Our collaboration focused on pulling back the
veil and revealing the design process of this amazing team and hopefully demystifying the firm a
little. My favorite section of this class is the model shop chapters. They explore how model making
has been an integral part of the Morphosis design process for 5 decades. You start to understand

that models are not precious objects but essential tools for achieving amazing spaces.”

The DesignClass has 3 distinct sections, each featuring a leader within the firm. Eric Meyer reveals
the in-depth model-making and study model process that helps designers and clients wrap their
minds around complex forms, construction, and design. Kerenza Harris explores how technology
has enabled the firm to turn visions into reality. She challenges participants to think differently
about technology and how they can understand the decision-making and rationale behind forms.
Finally, Arne Emerson shares how he works directly with designers and clients to make a building

work for everyone involved. Arne's focus is on leadership and bringing a project to life.
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When asked what advice Joshua would give for architects/designers looking to learn in different
formats, he noted that, "architecture is typically a very self-driven career that relies on each person
to pursue knowledge and expertise. The unfortunate thing is that access to this knowledge is still
very siloed and often locked away in the halls of elite architecture schools. One of the class leaders,
Kerenza Harris, is also a Sci-Arc professor and many of her lessons in this DesignClass take
inspiration from what she teaches her students. This class is part of a larger vision to foster curious

and creative confidence in a new generation of architects."

Find out more about the Morphosis DesignClass here.
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Calatrava's UAE Pavilion Through the Lens of Stephane
Aboudaram

MORE ARCHITECTURE NEWS

The Vanceva® World of
Color Awards™ 2020

Haworth and Healthy

Written by Christele Harrouk about22hoursago 4 Share Workspace Design

A"symbolic interpretation of the flow of movement", Calatrava’s design for the UAE Pavilion at the

2020 Expo Dubai is a 15,000 square meters immersive and multisensory experience. Images Nordic - Office of
Architecture Reveals the
Interior Design of
Jiangbei International

Terminal 3B

recently shot by Stephane Aboudaram highlight a structure of 28 automated cantilevered wings,

that open and rotate at a range of 110 and 125 degrees. Moreover, these photos also show a central

skylight, that mimics the logo of this year’s expo.
Designed by Santiago Calatrava, the UAE pavilion embodies the theme of "wings that depict the More Architecture News »
flow of movement". Integrated within a context of greenery, the project seeks to introduce visitors
to the history, culture, and innovations of the UAE.
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BIG, Lennar, and ICON are Building the World's Largest
Neighborhood of 3D-Printed Homes

Written by Dima Stouhi about 23 hours ago # Share

Homebuilding company Lennar and construction technologies company ICON are collaborating
with BIG-Bjarke Ingels Group to build the largest community of 3D-printed homes to date. The 100-
home neighborhood in Austin is expected to break ground in 2022 and will combine ICON’s

innovative robotics, software, and advanced materials with BIG's designs.

The project comes after labor and material shortages, which have made home ownership out of
reach for many American families, with almost 5.5 million shortage of single family homes across
the country. 3D printing technology produced by ICON offer durable and energy-efficient homes
that can be constructed faster than conventional building methods and result in less waste. The
modules will be designed and engineered from the ground up using ICON’s Vulcan construction
system, a technique that delivers homes and structures up to 3,000 square feet and features wall
systems and advanced materials that are stronger and longer-lasting than traditional building

materials, withstanding extreme weather conditions.

Designed by BIG, the houses will feature diverse contemporary living spaces, modernizing
traditional suburban homes and taking on a variety of distinctive spatial concepts. The design
freedom offered by 3D-printing creates homes that are both aesthetically and physically unique,

providing unique design elements such as texture and form for each space.
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Terroxy Resin Systems in
€ ICON exists as a response to the global housing crisis and to put our B Wy  Stadiums|Terrazzo &
technology in service to the world. Construction-scale 3D printing not Marble
only delivers higher-quality homes faster and more affordably, but fleets
of printers can change the way that entire communities are built for the
better. The United States faces a deficit of approximately 5 million new
homes, so there is a profound need to swiftly increase supply without
compromising quality, beauty, or sustainability and that is exactly the
strength of our technology. It is an honor and a huge milestone for ICON
to partner with Lennar, an elite top-tier homebuilder with a commitment
to innovation. We believe this will be a watershed moment in the history
of community-scale development and the future breaking into the

present. -- Jason Ballard, co-founder and CEO of ICON 7

Featured on Times’ Next 100, as one of the 100 emerging leaders who are shaping the future, Jason
Ballard, CEO and Co-Founder of ICON spoke to ArchDaily about the inception of the company,
worldwide housing challenges, his ever-evolving 3D printing technology, and process, his

partnership with BIG, and the future of the construction field on earth and in space.
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prominent journalist who opened a famous bookstore Librairie Orientale in Paris near Sorbonne;

unfortunately, this popular gathering place closed permanently a few years ago. Terroxy Resin Systems in

Stadiums | Terrazzo &

My mother’s aunt ended up in Boston; she was a close friend of Arshile Gorky’s sister. Other Marble

relatives went to Baghdad, Syria, and even as far away as Brazil. We used to receive postcards and ‘.
letters from all these places. And my great uncle used to come to Beirut from Paris to give lectures.
So, my mother’s side had many intellectuals and my father’s side was a business-oriented family. It
was my father’s mother who assumed the role of our matriarch. She built the house where | was
born. Now it is called Badguer House. The person who purchased it from our family turned it into
an Armenian cultural center. When | was little, my father built another house for our immediate
family where | lived with my parents and my two younger brothers. It is a four-story building with a
factory on the ground floor and three residential floors with two large apartments per floor. | am
now working on a plan to turn the second floor of our building into a museum to celebrate local
families’ history of resilience. What always amazed me about my relatives was their strong spirit of
survival, rejuvenation, endurance, and perseverance. It was always about building something new
and positive. Of course, the current situation there is very sad, but it will pass. So, my family’s story

is about being scattered and coming back together—separation and connection.

VB: What kind of factory did your father operate and did it make a particular impact on you as far

as wanting to make art objects early on?

NK: My father was a mechanic and he built his metalwork factory manufacturing things like burners
and Primus stoves, and he distributed them throughout the Middle East. He also helped factories in
Beirut that brought him broken pieces of machinery, which he replaced with his own designs.
Interestingly, he designed our building, its facades, and even fabricated all the metalwork for
balcony railings and so on. And my mother’s colorful embroideries throughout the house also had
an impact on my imagination. So, both of my parents were very influential on my choice of
becoming an artist and architect. Nevertheless, when my father asked me to take over the family
business, | said: “No way!” [Laughs.] It then passed to my middle brother who is still running it and
our youngest brother lives in Greece. So, again, this notion of separation and connection has

become a recurring theme in our family.
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VB: Speaking of your memories of Beirut of the 1960s and early 70s, you said, it was the city of

the future. How do you remember Beirut of your childhood?

NK: I was lucky to grow up in Beirut at the time of its golden age. It was wonderful. There was such
arich cross-cultural layering. For example, | would often go to Byblos, one of the oldest cities in the
world, just 40 kilometers north of Beirut, where there were traces from different civilizations since
the Bronze age—Egyptian, Assyrian, Persian, Hellenistic, Roman, Ottoman, and so on—everything
mixed together. And in Beirut, | would go from one neighborhood to another, walking along
archeological sites right next to contemporary buildings. There were fruit markets next to brothels,
next to a church, next to a mosque, next to a synagogue. Everything was this wonderful and vibrant
mix. As early as kindergarten, | studied three different alphabets. In elementary school, we studied
in four languages, and now | speak five. | experienced this very rich life with people from all
backgrounds, religions, ethnicities, and different languages mixed all the time. So, it was this

wonderful city of the future, but | am not sure this kind of mix can be achieved ever again.

VB: After receiving your Bachelor of Fine Arts from the American University of Beirut in 1971, you
left Lebanon the following year to study art education and eventually architecture, both at

Columbia University. You left Lebanon three years before the Civil War broke out there, which is
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and, in fact, I was in Beirut at the time when the war started. | finished my first Master of Arts in Art
Education in 1973, and at that point, Architecture School at Columbia was accepting people who
did not have previous science degrees. | applied right away because ever since high school | was
interested in architecture and this interest carried through my studies. By the time | graduated with
my Master of Architecture in 1976, it was the worst time during the war with tremendous
destruction. It was not possible to go back. So, I started working at SOM in New York and the office

helped me get my Green Card.

VB: How was your experience at Columbia?

NK: I would single out the influence on me of Professor Klaus Herdeg who was Swiss and educated
at Cornell. He traveled extensively in India, Iran, Uzbekistan, and throughout the Middle East, which
he knew better than | did, including intricacies about its politics. He wrote a book about the city of
Isfahan and another one about Indian step-wells. He was fascinating in his vast knowledge. He was
able to mix different cultures and identify their most precious characteristics. He was loved by all
students. Klaus was my thesis advisor. He was a real inspiration to me. So, | chose to design my
thesis project in the Armenian Quarter of Isfahan, which | eventually visited. | love studying building
traditions of different cultures and how they left a particular mark. Zoroastrian water and wind
towers, which | visited in Yazd in Iran are a precursor of modern-day concepts of sustainability. It is
very fascinating, and everyone should look at their design because so many forms that we think are

symbolic of their religious significance began, in fact, as functional forms.
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VB: Apart from SOM that you mentioned earlier, where else did you work before starting your

current A&A Design Group?

NK: | worked at several much smaller firms in New York, Boston, and a bit in Paris at one of my

relative’s ateliers. In Boston, for a while, | worked at a firm, for which | was selecting works of art for
various projects, and at the same office, | worked on a mosque’s interior artworks in Saudi Arabia. |
was fully responsible for that project and went there to present it. It was in 1983 when | opened my
current practice with two partners who are no longer with me. We did house additions, stores,

apartment renovations, and we also worked on art projects and installations. So, | kept working on
architecture and art in parallel all these years. Then, one of my partners died. The other one moved

to Boston, and | stayed in New York on my own. | kept the name of the studio.

Both of my former partners had been licensed, but | wasn’t. At that point, | decided to get licensed. |
didn’t want to be dependent on other architects. In 1997, | became licensed in New York State and
remained solo, only hiring part-time staff for special projects. | also became more critical in my
work and stopped taking projects that were not challenging creatively and professionally. That’s
how | focused on experimental work, consciously blurring the boundaries between art and
architecture. | wanted to demonstrate how architecture and art can intersect, not just in theory but
in practice. For me, art was emotional, architecture was functional, and | wanted to explore how
they mutually feed and benefit each other. | also did video animations, art installations, and when
there were opportunities to do architectural projects, | did those as well. Being licensed gave me
confidence and it opened new opportunities, but it never closed the door to continuing my art

explorations.
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VB: Here is one of your quotes: “In many of my works, the act of breaking the pieces and then
putting them back together refers to the personal experience of falling and getting back up, as
well as to spatial, social, and individual transformation.” Could you give an example of how you
break things and put them together in new ways? And what is the main reason for doing that?

How did you start doing that? Do you remember, or was that by accident?

NK: No, it was not by accident. First, although I’m not sure it’s the source of the idea, | used to
collect broken, antique ceramics on the beach at Tyre that were washed to the shore by the
Mediterranean. These pieces intrigued me. | first experimented with this idea of breaking the pieces
and putting them together while a student at the American University of Beirut, when | did my
ceramic pieces series in 1970. Then | did a series of sculptures split into two, playing with shadows.
The idea of separation is intriguing to me —belonging and not belonging, being a part of something
and not being a part of something. This originates in social, political, and environmental situations.
We are all a part of something, or we are not. We are either accepted by someone or we are not. So,
breaking and putting things together is about fulfilling a desire to come together after a long
separation. Itis about a desire to reconnect, rejuvenate, to recreate, and to make something out of
nothing, as was the case with my family—my grandmother building her house and my father
building his house and factory. So, there is an element of this idea of reconnecting in all my works
both in art and architecture. And there is space for displacement, passage, transformation, and new

beginnings.
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provocative, poetic, and ironic.” Perhaps we could speak of some examples of your work that
better illustrate this aspiration. One work that I am thinking of is your Wood Constructions of

1982. Could you talk about those pieces?

NK: They first came from leftovers at the model shop at SOM, where | worked at the time. | would
make cuts and bends to bring openings and shadows. | called them /ron Nerves, Floating Altars,
which later became a show in Nantucket. And | later played with colors and directions of the wood
grain, and so on. | even combined wood planes with plexiglass planes, | keep bringing new ideas to
those original pieces. They were never meant to be a finished series; they continue to be explored
and | go back to them from time to time. In a way, the original idea was just the initial impulse. In
my mind an idea never dies, it keeps regenerating itself. So, going back to your question about
words - transformation, adaptation, taking a new life and new form have always been my
preoccupation. These pieces were never specific, in a way, they are scaleless. They could be art
pieces on a desk, or they could be skyscrapers. In fact, those explorations led to a project, Arizona
House that | designed in 1994, which was commissioned, but unfortunately, the house was never
built.

VB: When you look at buildings that surround us, built in recent times, what would you say is

missing?

NK: Overall, | am very critical of what is being built in recent years. So many of these projects target
tourists exclusively. Many neighborhoods have become gentrified, displacing working-class
residents to the outskirts. Take Hudson Yards, for example, here in New York. Let’s say some of the
buildings are quite grand and they succeed as a destination for visitors. But the neighborhood is
not a real neighborhood. And only the rich can afford to live there. The street life is not vibrant, it is
a tourist attraction. You asked me about Beirut of my childhood, and | described to you the most
wonderful memories. | don’t see any of that in Hudson Yards. | think what architecture can do is to
create meaningful living environments for all kinds of people to enjoy. So, we still have not built
that city of the future where | once lived. Architecture and art are about generating ideas. That’s
what | want to do. Whether these projects are realized or not. | like when ideas travel and take new

lives. That’s what keeps me going.
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