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“People Have a Strong Demand for a New Proximity with
Nature”: In Conversation with Stefano Boeri

Written by Christele Harrouk about 23 hours ago A Share

“Designing a house for trees”, as he puts it, Stefano Boeri is working across the planet, exporting his
approach with trees from Mexico to Shenzhen. Building a whole ecosystem, rather than just a green
facade, the architect understands the need to redefine our relationship with nature, especially in

cities.

ArchDaily’s Christele Harrouk had the chance to interview the architect in Eindhoven, during the
inauguration of the Trudo Tower, Stefano Boeri’s first social housing project, in collaboration with
Francesca Cesa Bianchi, his partner at Stefano Boeri Architetti, Laura Gatti, botanist and plantation
consultant, and Paolo Russo, Project leader. Discussing mainly his approach with nature, the
environmental quality, and his exported perspective around the world, the conversation also
tackled the 4 ongoing vertical forests in West Europe: A first that has just started in Utrecht, a

second in Brussels, a ready to go building in Eindhoven and a last one in Antwerp.

ArchDaily (Christele Harrouk): First, can you tell us about your approach to forests? How did this

become your signature move?

Related Article

On Salone del Mobile 2021, the Democratization of Design and Environmental Qualities: In
Conversation with Stefano Boeri

Stefano Boeri: It's not easy to go back to a specific moment when | started to cultivate this kind of
, forests, and cities. Basically, | have always

X Google nawn mygnxa ArchDaily 9% 70710 S X o

population of individuals that we don’t know

. . air intelligence or their capacity to involve

W PRy e

Lishka@iocea.org.il = fimplicitin my personal background and my

n 20 years ago, in Milano, with a project that
?°3¥ 9X N2 a )
bateltzv@gmail.com he city.

Home Projects Products

https://www.archdaily.com/969614/people-have-a-strong-demand-for-a-new-proximity-with-nature-in-conversation-with-stefano-boeri

MORE ARTICLES

A Futuristic Amusement
Park and an Ecological
Power Plant: 16 Unbuilt
Competition-Winning
Projects Submitted to
ArchDaily

How Architecture
Depends on Photography

Is There a Solution to
Inequality in Latin
American Cities?

More Articles »

MOST VISITED

~ +f[|  AreLiving Rooms Still
F{ = Relevant? 16 Projects that
. . l Explore how these Private
- ;{‘a Gathering Spaces Adapt
to Contemporary
Architecture

Sensory Design:
Architecture for a Full

Spectrum of Senses

Peek House / Kuzman
Architecture

PRODUCTS

Thin Rrirlke - Madarn

[

Folders Feed

1/10


https://www.archdaily.com/office/stefano-boeri-architetti
https://www.archdaily.com/777498/bosco-verticale-stefano-boeri-architetti
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/eindhoven
https://www.trudo.nl/trudo-toren?utm_medium=website&utm_source=archdaily.com
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/stefano-boeri
https://www.stefanoboeriarchitetti.net/notizie/nuovi-partner-dello-studio-stefano-boeri-architetti/?utm_medium=website&utm_source=archdaily.com
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/stefano-boeri
http://areademo.net/lauragatti/?lang=en&utm_medium=website&utm_source=archdaily.com
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/utrecht
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/brussels
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/eindhoven
https://www.archdaily.com/968524/on-salone-del-mobile-2021-the-democratization-of-design-and-environmental-qualities-in-conversation-with-stefano-boeri?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=related-article&ad_content=969614
https://www.archdaily.com/969614/people-have-a-strong-demand-for-a-new-proximity-with-nature-in-conversation-with-stefano-boeri/615c3205f91c81d707000085-people-have-a-strong-demand-for-a-new-proximity-with-nature-in-conversation-with-stefano-boeri-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/author/christele-harrouk
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=C21HQo8VeYY-ECK70xgL4hpnoAd-9gdJl2rfu-MIOvsTShIYCEAEglI75JGD5qvSDnBCgAbH6_-oCyAEJqAMBqgTwAU_QfDGDwFeA6MTZYRPDwyDuyW4miDMWsGbdRdHKFY8KO-b2DMZ6-xc6Xi0zS2cNqoBHKgmoWhlKafv_8KbGVmpfE5aoQ2TisndITRJFrzfQ5AQECXC9tiYP-zPGtY5aKYGFl9bsiwyeLJNxQ-rWrputvnao8DyeokoUj8-zMatRv26K3Qj2AL6vrrRUuv5kb2fBU2WgSMl0T6cnjYKby2NkDDYYP54sRrPkj-5hdVqO8KzxycSkSs1-Kjw4OexwdTlkq9lPwUA8PYgiewcpBDcAOLz6it9Da2g7FMrPMs1p800OTUULpN4MpPnUrR6eIsAE5KiUwtoC4AQDkAYBoAZNgAe3hYCVAYgHAZAHAqgH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggGCAAQAhgNgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBygwLCIjFjY7gzOLcqwGwE6Tg7gzQEwDYEw3YFAHQFQGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh34eHxdL2K1RjY0Me22lEcJoyHQhat_k0lKK0w8zBu__1ilNZeXamz0ve4E-W9sbv7jsRQZCXuNxAqzvtRjQe62Q73rd_JlERN5zf7VDoHLJM-Io8dF4wHOyNVeLT8KvIagK9aPSnAb9Qr1XwthiBzo0nJ7_A&sig=AOD64_2HnkAM-6qVlcf4SA9YRNCiWpunBA&client=ca-pub-7945815694959600&dbm_c=AKAmf-AtCTdK_5lcHp3fgnIijCV07qjh0ococxY1rhPI2sfUNEUFzFA8o8HHH3t4AOWSjCpVadSxRBCniPdjV2utdS6vm2LvV5hFejLlk5dQx3v30VQIttQXFdlUhtDLmTE9LNDxAPqHTkkyLuu_2qbPwMv99gZioA&cry=1&dbm_d=AKAmf-C1jMxhDUZbcGbGmVoqWji11JWjUHjBcuMdu2jDmIj1vBucoDHTSuBXHUvKaLC3r0LQ-t6W10zcMSxIn2dd7382QK-URriDHV2cXXyTdaLgpU84EDR4FfNQyvppelEJBnydbayQR9JvAcWozQOwRA7e12NGtGgpqJUvwnuSMXe4x6qoru3oA82sweL0rAH-Dexw7iMpDfvz_erg6c3vTWWWmYa_UkD2TRpEsVVCVAxO1BiWwsnnVONQ6LR32im9N3SxwYVYxfVG4sBQW57i5IKrFTcd1tdvdf2XO4J2vG1AABEV_swLe4w3iBAs5G-mWJ5-Zt8Npt3y-Egxm72eYXXyMf56xl_MUfZph070eotXPAxbojFHOFDsxmjwjem6zYpZDxLSsX1BY1rl26r74y53EHJVMxW05YjKsCxcQyiLn4IX28bQ5ihBN6ttUlL7Uz0TXUym15OckqGN3lmU0uG3o_yKkJBGCCgWpxowq_8yTg8B2MslMRtrZtTpITv8D6Jx_vD4-p_dFHOw0P-z94afIl0T-2vEaonCPma4W6h_DhIwiwPfCuNFJT0VPr2O0wPDnNfEYFA2WvFWLw5dBqvIkf_-RA&adurl=https://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/8/115845;4231560;3596220;211;0/?ft_impID=996AFE43-F63E-3DB1-022F-8D734E8949B0&us_privacy=!!US_PRIVACY!&g=405205534E843A&random=956600339&ft_width=300&ft_height=250&url=https://www.adobe.com/il_en/creativecloud/plans.html?plan=individual&locale=il?sdid=GZKZY1B7&mv=display
https://www.flashtalking.com/consumer-privacy
https://www.flashtalking.com/consumer-privacy
https://www.archdaily.com/articles
https://www.archdaily.com/963396/a-futuristic-amusement-park-and-an-ecological-power-plant-16-unbuilt-competition-winning-projects-submitted-to-archdaily?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=articles-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/963396/a-futuristic-amusement-park-and-an-ecological-power-plant-16-unbuilt-competition-winning-projects-submitted-to-archdaily?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=articles-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/969419/how-architecture-depends-on-photography?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=articles-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/969419/how-architecture-depends-on-photography?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=articles-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/969538/is-there-a-solution-to-inequality-in-latin-american-cities?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=articles-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/969538/is-there-a-solution-to-inequality-in-latin-american-cities?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=articles-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/969304/are-living-rooms-still-relevant-16-projects-that-explore-how-these-private-gathering-spaces-adapt-to-contemporary-architecture?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-index
https://www.archdaily.com/969304/are-living-rooms-still-relevant-16-projects-that-explore-how-these-private-gathering-spaces-adapt-to-contemporary-architecture?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-index
https://www.archdaily.com/969493/sensory-design-architecture-for-a-full-spectrum-of-senses?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-index
https://www.archdaily.com/969493/sensory-design-architecture-for-a-full-spectrum-of-senses?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-index
https://www.archdaily.com/969612/peek-house-kuzman-architecture?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-index
https://www.archdaily.com/969612/peek-house-kuzman-architecture?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-index
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us/products/23412/thin-bricks-modern-waterstruck-vario-feldhaus-klinker?ad_source=nimrod&ad_medium=widget&ad_content=shorthead_products
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us/products/23412/thin-bricks-modern-waterstruck-vario-feldhaus-klinker?ad_source=nimrod&ad_medium=widget&ad_content=shorthead_products
https://www.archdaily.com/969614/people-have-a-strong-demand-for-a-new-proximity-with-nature-in-conversation-with-stefano-boeri
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects
https://www.archdaily.com/search/products

13:02,7.10.2021

a tall building with trees and probably -but this is my, let's say post-explanation, it was also this

paradoxical eruption of glass facades everywhere in the desert that provoked the vision of L AR8800 | HOPPE

something totally different.

After that trip, when | came back to Milano, | was first approached to design a middle-sized system
in Isola, one of the three parts of the Porta Nuova project, now completely developed. After thinking
it through, | came back to the developers saying that | would love to do a highrise with trees. Of
course, they told me that | was crazy and that it was impossible to grow trees at that height, that it
would be very costly and that putting together the layouts of apartments would be pretty
complicated. They gave me a list of very strong and technical questions to see if | am in a position

to answer.

¢ Well, this was a dream, but why not? 7

| started working promptly with a botanist, structural engineers, etc. and we filled the list with very
convincing answers that permitted us to start. That was the beginning of the vertical forest. The
whole idea is based on considering the plants as a component of our buildings rather than a

decoration.

Right at the beginning, there were too many technical troubles. First, it was the wind, then
irrigation, the selection of plants, maintenance, etc. but step by step, we tried to solve each and
every challenge. Then, there was also the financial crisis that hit, in 2008. The construction
company in charge of the project collapsed at that time. We restarted the works in 2012, at that
time, the first plants started to be moved from the Botanic garden to the construction, although the

ans that we have almost 10 years of
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AD: A lot of skepticism roams around your approach. What can you tell us about this?

SB: After the first Bosco Verticale was ready, we started to study and monitor the structure. IIT
Chicago was the first center to research the production and emission of CO2, after that, a lot of
other centers participated, from all over the world. It’s true that there was extreme skepticism
around us. People claimed that in 2 years, 80% of the plants will be dead, the roots will completely
destroy the concrete, that we will have humidity problems and that these trees will attract too
many insects. Also, people talked about vertigo, and that it was impossible to have balconies at a
height of 50, 55, and 60 meters. In reality, trees gave off a sense of calm and serenity. With Laura

Gatti, we had selected specific types of plants, so we didn’t have any insect-related issues.

¢ | pretty much think that in 50 years, it will become a jungle. Nature will

. oy, »
progressively take over the building. It’s not so bad, no?
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AD: How did environmental quality become an integral part of your work and where did you find

inspiration?

SB: Honestly, the awareness of the necessity to make our city greener, came a bit later. People ask
me about where the initial inspiration came from. For me, inspiration is everywhere. | can recall
Italo Calvino’s 1957 “Baron in the trees”, Joseph Beuys who planted 7000 oak trees over the city and
changed the space, and Friedensreich Hundertwasser who came to Milano in 1972, walked the

streets saying “trees are our partners”.

AD: From Mexico to Shenzhen, people are seeking your proposals. How do you explain the

success of this approach and also its universality?

~m e 0 e e ' N
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It's amazing that in the last centuries we have treated nature as something that was just outside of
us, outside of our bodies, outside of our houses, and suddenly we understood that there was a
microorganism inside of us. That has probably created a strong collective shock. Our relation with
nature needed to be completely redefined. This demand for proximity with nature is also a reaction

to that.

AD: About your process of work, how do you tackle each and every project? You mentioned that

you start from the tree/ context rather than the architecture. Can you tell us more about that?

SB: Yes we start from the tree, but for the very simple reason that, since we have this green facade
where every species has its habitat, everything needs to be related to the needs of these specific
species of plants. That means that the selection of plants and trees is a basic, or let's say, the main
reference for our design. Of course, the selection of plants is conditioned by the climate, so | would
say conditions and context, as the first step. The second step involves the selection of greenery and
trees, with the help of botanists. At that very moment, we start thinking about colors,

compositions, etc.

€ A lot of critics say that we are hiding the building because we are

covering it with greenery. But for me, plants are part of it, not some sort

. b4
of decoration that you can use to camouflage.
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AD: After 6 years of Milano’s Bosco, what did you learn from this experience and what are you

changing in new projects?

SB: Every single building is different. It’s true that we have to also answer the specific requests of
the client, but every time we try to take a step forward, learn from the mistakes and think of new

solutions.

Now if you go into an apartment, you notice that the level of the soil is different. Sometimes you
have the trunks starting from lower levels, sometimes you have the pods in direct connection with
the window, etc. There are around three or four different ways to be in proximity with plants. In
Milano, when we first started, we only had two configurations. The variety of approaches creates a
much richer relationship with plants. On another hand, we have recently developed a system of
prefabrication for our project in Eindhoven that could be considered a very useful reference, for

other developers and architects when creating green social housing buildings, everywhere in the

world.
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you are part of something more, a whole ecosystem. People who live there, in proximity with
plants, also get to see their city in a different way, through this green filter of leaves. It's so unusual,

and it changes your perspective.

¢ | think we have done a lot in those 20 years to understand how to design
and produce technical devices that help us emit less CO2. Nevertheless,
if we want to absorb the CO2 that we are already producing, we need

plants and photosynthesis, and that’s a great reason to multiply the

. L. ”
number of forests in our cities.

AD: Going back to the projects, you have just inaugurated your first social housing project in
Eindhoven- the Trudo vertical forest. How did this venture start? How is this project contributing

to the city of Eindhoven?

SB: It started with a meeting with Jack Hopkins, a visionary person, who was already present in
Eindhoven at the beginning of the regeneration of this powerful industrial center, once home to the
Philips industry. Phillips is part of the history of Europe, in the last century, and what we have
around Eindhoven is at the same time the concentration of the soul of the ancient settlement and
the total reclamation of space and lifestyle. It is an amazing example of regeneration, and | was
extremely attracted by the idea to do a social housing vertical forest here. The cultural and physical

context is very dynamic.
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AD: How different was it to create affordable housing from creating a luxury vertical residential

building in Milano? How did you manage to basically lower the cost?

SB: That became my obsession. How to make your ideas really efficient, in a moment where
everybody was asking for this. Basically, it was the selection and use of materials, a very articulate
and profound study on prefabrication, and the cutting of maintenance cost with approaches such

as the flying gardeners.

AD: For Antwerp, what are the particularities of the vertical forest? What makes it special and
different? Also In Utrecht, you have started building your first mixed-use vertical forest
Wonderwoods. The program is changing and adapting, how is the design transforming

accordingly?

SB: We have four projects in this part of Europe, in this very close environment, where it’s so easy to
commute from one city to another. In Eindhoven, we have created our first social housing. In
Antwerp, we have a very simple L-shape building, where we had the opportunity to work on the

> have quite a large number of trees, like 80
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Flat Roof Exit Comfort Square | LAMILUX
LAMILUX
MESSAGE THE MANUFACTURER
Save Share
Name
Email

Country/Region

Israel X

City

+ 1 Branch

Architecture Interior Design

End User Contractor / House Builder

Use Roof exit hatch, skylight

Applications Roofs Other
Characteristics ~ Hydraulic drives open the 4 m?

o Type of request
glass surface up to 70° within

45 seconds, self-cleaning, Catalog Information

stepless opening through Message
hydraulic cylinder Let LAMILUX know about your specific

Col Vari f col di requirements such as quantity, size, color or

olors ariety of colors according to delivery times.
RAL card
e s . . Hello LAMILUX,
Certification Resistance to external fire L )
I'm interested to know more info about

exposure from flying sparks Price/Quote.

and radiant heat with
classification Proof(t1)
according to DIN EN 13501-5

2 Supplementary Files - | want to receive a sample

SEND MESSAGE

More about this product Representatives from LAMILUX will respond to you via e-

mail. By sending this message you agree to the T&C

With this roof hatch, hydraulic drives open the 4 m?
glass surface up to 70° within 45 seconds. Due to the
square shape, spiral or platform staircases can be
used, which especially meets purist design
standards. To configure BIM-, CAD- and product data
for this product according to your individual

requirements click here.
Design & Comfort

o Winner of the Red Dot Design Award 2021 in
the category Product Design
e Maximum daylight incidence with 4m” glass

area

™
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platform stairs (on-site)

¢ Optimum fit for your roof terrace, access can
be realized via all three open sides

o Flat roof exit opens up 70° in approx. 45
seconds

o Folding mechanism provides more space on
the roof terrace

o Self-cleaning due to inclined upstand and
level transition from frame to glazing

¢ Stepless opening through hydraulic cylinder

o Variety of colors according to RAL card (edging
profiles and reveal surface)

o Leaf system, motor opener and top element

are completely pre-assembled at the factory

Safety

o Emergency stop function during closing
process monitored by light barrier

¢ Closing and opening of the element via key
switch

e Can be opened or closed during a power
failure by manual operation with a hand lever

e Compliance with DIN 18234 without
additional measures (prevention of fire
expansion on the flat roof)

o Fall-through-proof according to DIN 18008-6

o As astandard: Outer pane TSG, inner pane LSG

¢ Resistance to external fire exposure from
flying sparks and radiant heat with
classification Proof(t1) according to DIN EN
13501-5

Energy Efficiency

e Complete construction without thermal
bridges

o Completely thermally insulated upstand

e Can be equipped with the highest quality
functional glass

e Minimized risk of condensation

Opening Drive

An infinitely variable opening takes place over the
entire leaf by means of one hydraulic cylinder each,
which is operated by an electrically powered
hydraulic unit (230 V). The LAMILUX Flat Roof Exit
Comfort Square has a limit switch as opening
monitoring, as well as a light barrier for monitoring
the exit area of the element. To open the element,
the hydraulic unit is controlled via a key-switch with

dead man's switch.

Top Element
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The top element (top roof edge dimension
200x200 cm) forms the base for the construction.
It provides the ideal thermal connection to the
building structure, consists of a steel construction
and is insulated throughout with mineral wool.
The inside is covered with a coated aluminum
sheet available in all RAL Classic colours and the
outside with white pigmented GRP. The top
element complies with DIN 18234 - prevention of
fire expansion on the roof without additional
measures. The height is 51 cm on the eaves side
and 68 cm on the opposite long side. The
inclination of the surface is 5°, which supports an
ideal self-cleaning of the element.

The LAMILUX Flat Roof
Exit Comfort Square

g has optimal isothermal
curves and thus a
minimized
condensation risk. The
flat roof exit also has
high thermal insulation
in the joint area.

LAMILUX

RELATED PRODUCTS

Flat Roof Exit Comfort  Glass Skylight FE Continuous Rooflight Continuous Rooflight
Swing LAMILUX B Passivhaus B
LAMILUX LAMILUX LAMILUX
Glass Skylight FE Glass Skylight FE Flat Roof Exit Comfort  Rooflight F100
Pyramid/Hipped Circular Solo Circular
LAMILUX LAMILUX LAMILUX LAMILUX
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Meet the 6 Finalists of the Architecture-in-Development
Global Challenge 2021

Written by Diego Hernandez

about 13 hours ago

# Share

Architecture-in-Development (A--D) is proud to announce the six finalists of the 2021 Global
Challenge. A--D will partner with these six teams in a 6-month accelerator programme aiming to
match potential partners, collaborators and resources to each project’s critical needs - giving the

teams the opportunity to build the necessary capacity to bring their projects to life.

What is the A--D Global Challenge?

The A--D Global Challenge is not your usual competition. The Global Challenge recognises the most
impactful community initiatives and helps accelerate their development. It celebrates the ongoing
efforts of self-built, community-led initiatives world-wide and offers them the stage they deserve,
promoting them amongst our global network of partners and connecting them through meaningful
collaborations. Among 202 submissions, we have selected 56 longlisted projects, now published on

our website.

THE FINALISTS
Cocina ColLaboratorio, México

Early 2018, at the border of the diminishing Lacandona Rainforest, a group of farmers, researchers,
chefs and creatives sat around a kitchen table to exchange knowledge. After years of testing out

racinac far climata-racilient fand custame tha cammunity has sketched up a plan to develop a
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Taller Tropical Moravia 2.0, Colombia

The community center is dedicated to cultural activities and environmental education. It was
developed in co-production among the local community of Moravia, Medellin, and architects from
Berlin. A small-scale prototype ran successfully from 2018-2021, hosting a multitude of events with
over 10.000 visitors. The new project will upscale the concept combining a cooking school, a

recycling FabLab, artists residencies, and a multi-use roof terrace.

A School Built By the People, For The People, India

The tea-plantations of Assam are facing an unprecedented socio-economic crisis, fueled in large

parts by disesmpowerment of its 1.2 million labourers with access to even the basic freedoms. A
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Community Kickstarter: Ger District Viewing Deck, Mongolia

There is no word for “community” in Mongolian. The project is to kickstart the process of

community building by creating a viewing deck and neighborhood resource in the ger districts of
Ulaanbaatar: settlements that lack infrastructure, decent homes, or any social gathering spaces.
The project reveals the history of the city and future challenges it will face and creates spaces for

the community to develop.

Jaragud 160, Brazil

We want to transform the status of shared spaces for tenements families, from lack of choice into
choice: Jaragual160 is a house in a fast gentrifying district, where 3 migrant families of the garment
inductruminrliare [rieennth araaniznd in ~ cannarative) will live, 2 of them led by single mothers.
X Google nawn mysnxa ArchDaily x 1013 (& [l be transformed to match their needs,
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Rebuilding the Haadibadi Community library, India

Haadibadi community library strives to uplift the children from marginalised communities by
providing a safe space for them to access books. It also encourages children to participate in a
range of activities that will widen their horizons outside the classroom. It is located in the backyard
of Bengaluru's IT hub, where urban dualism is prominent and inequalities between the affluent

class and the underprivileged are starkly visible.

Among them, two projects will each receive a €3,000.- prize:

Although A--D can only partner with these six teams, we consider all the published entries as
winners as they aspire to resolve some of the most pressing issues of today and demonstrate the

importance of local, global cooperation in architecture. All published entries can continue using the
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to discuss the most relevant entries in respect to our submission & assessment criteria.
Our jury members include our advisory board, alliance partners and renown community architects:

Ole Bouman, Cameron Sinclair, Anna Heringer, Johann Baar, Kira Intrapor, David Basulto, Luisa

Pastore, David Cole, David Barragan, Pelayo Achondo and Swati Janu.
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The New Kremlin Museum Nestles a Contemporary Design
Within a Historic Monument
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The new Kremlin museum set within the UNESCO protected museum ensemble in Red Square Carlo Ratti Associati and

nestles a contemporary structure within the vast courtyard of a 19th-century building. Designed by Italo Rota Experiment
with Circular Economy at
Expo 2020 Dubai Italian

Pavilion

Moscow-based practices NOWADAYS office and Meganom, the project will house the vast Armory

collection, of which only 30% is currently available to the public with the Kremlin walls. The

refurbishment of the historic Middle Trading Rows building, together with the new extension,

. . . More Architecture News »
complement each other, creating a diverse and complex museum experience.
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The project uses the sequence of spaces to establish an exhibition narrative through contrasting
architectures. The Middle Trading Rows building and its succession of vaulted halls are
accompanied by the single exhibition space of the new building. The latter adopts a neutral
aesthetic, featuring a stone facade with expansive windows. The project was first announced in
2016 and is set to be completed in 2024.
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