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Aedas Reveals Mixed-Use Urban Development in Shenzhen

Written by Dima Stouhi about 20 hours ago A Share

Aedas has unveiled Shenzhen C FutureCity, a two-phase project in Futian's Shangsha Village,
Shenzhen. The design highlights how we "converse with the future and render a unique shopping
experience that advances the development of the city" by creating an urban lifestyle center nestled

between residential and corporate towers.

The first phase of the project includes high-rise twin office towers and residential towers to form a
live-work complex, while the second phase includes residential, retail, recreation, cultural, and
exhibition facilities with three overarching themes: nature, technology, and art. The design merges
two different styles together in one homogeneous master plan, maintaining the village folk

identity while revitalizing the area through its corporate identity.
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Phase 2 features organic-shaped low-rise buildings wrapped with lush greenery, glass facades, and
balconies. The public plaza features wide-span platforms for social gatherings, along with water
fixtures, terraces, and miniature gardens. The twin tower offices in Phase 1 have already topped out

and entered the curtain wall installation phase, while the second phase is still under construction.

Related Article

Aedas Designs Mixed-Use Development in Shenzhen

Aedas has recently revealed its design for Shirble — The Prime, a new mixed-use development that
would revitalize the Ba Gua Ling industrial zone, a central area of Shenzhen. The design features a
retail podium from which one office tower and three residential ones of various heights rise,
connected by a sky-park at 150 meters above the ground. The high-density development aims to
respond to the city’s demand for housing while bringing multiple aspects of urban life into one

building.
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Peruvian architectural firm leonmarcial arquitectos has been invited to take part of the 17th Venice
Architecture Biennale with an installation at the Arsenale as part of the "As New Households”
exhibition space. Titled /nterwoven, the installation encourages the action of sharing and

MOST VISITED
celebrates the exchange between homes and their environments through architecture.

Naia House / Studio Saxe
Under the theme "How Will We Live Together?" the 17th International Architecture Exhibition
opened its doors on May 22 (remaining open to the public until November 21), with the
participation of 46 countries from different parts of the globe. The United Arab Emirates was

awarded with the Golden Lion for Best National Participation, with its contribution Wetland i i i
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curated by Wael Al Awar and Kenichi Teramoto. Selected by a jury that consists of Kazuyo Sejima Center / SHAU Indonesia

(president-Japan), Sandra Barclay (Peru), Lamia Joreige (Lebanon), Lesley Lokko (Ghana-
Scotland), and Luca Molinari (Italy), the winning contribution at the 17th Venice Architecture

Biennale explores the local geography of the United Arab Emirates to find alternatives to cement,
House O/
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one of the key emitters of the world's carbon dioxide.
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Facade Panels - Dietfurt
Limestone|Franken-
Schotter

Interwoven is the result of a collective dialogue between public and private environmental
institutions, Amazonian families who control and manage the Peruvian rainforests on a daily basis,
artisans, carpenters, and architects. The installation poses the question of how can we interweave
and integrate social transitions and interactions by dissolving the boundaries between exterior-

interior, between public and private?

A fabric made of 2000 mobile Panguana blocks and metal poles converses with the scale of the
building, establishing a new dialogue with the context of the Arsenale. Interwoven changes and
adapts through the rotation of its blocks creating a new model of spatial contract, reshaping the
way we interact and coexist. The installation encourages visitors to touch and play with its blocks
to create new configurations and perhaps envision new and more equitable possibilities for

community life in the future.
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o leonmarcial arquitectos: Alexia Ledn and Lucho Marcial.

¢ In collaboration with: Alex Cuadra & Gustavo Reyna with Luis Falen, Sandro Casanova, Alberto
Bautista, Henry Villalta, Marisol Michilot y Arturo Pereda; GCAQ engineers: Carlos Casabonne;
Arquitecma Peru: Fernando Flores Pefia, David Flores Santillan and Fernando Flores Santillan
with the carpenter team: Fidencio Flores Chipana, Luis Guardia Lozano, Aurelio Pacheco
Mariano, Santiago Benito Coscco, Gian Marcos Romero Romero, José Enero Aquino and the
metal working team: José Alcalde Carrera and Gilberto Borja Calderdn. Our gratitude to the
Amazonian textile weaver Charo Rodriguez and mestizo and native families of Lamas, San
Martin for sharing their household-forestry management knowledge. Interwoven was in part
made possible with the additional support of Rafael Osterling, Arquitecma Peru, Thermia

Barcelona and Illusione.

We invite you to check out ArchDaily's comprehensive coverage of the Venice Architecture Biennale
2021, and watch our official playlist on Youtube featuring exclusive interviews with architects and

curators of the Biennale.

Image gallery
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Santiago Calatrava Reveals Design of the UAE Pavilion for the
Expo 2020 Dubai
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Spanish architect and engineer Santiago Calatrava has unveiled the design of the UAE Pavilion at The Audrey Irmas

Pavilion, OMA New York’s
First Cultural Building in
California Nears

Expo 2020 in Dubai, UAE. The 15,000 square meters pavilion stands as a "symbolic interpretation of

the flow of movement", designed with carefully curated lines and spaces that blend with its

surroundings of greenery, shaded arcades, and cantilevered wings. The national monument is set

. . . . - . . Completion
to create an immersive, multisensory experience for visitors from both an architectural standpoint,
. . . . . . L. More Architecture News »
as well as integrated cinematic features, introducing them to the history, culture, and futuristic

innovations of the UAE.

To translate the pavilion's central theme of "wings that depict the flow of movement", the roof MOST VISITED
structure consists of a hybrid system between a shell and a portal frame, composed of 28 wings.
The wings can be opened within 3 minutes, covering a range of 110 and 125 degrees. In terms of Naia House / Studio Saxe
mechanism, 46 hydraulic actuators activate the rotation of the wings, functioning as pistons. Once
activated, hydraulic oil is pushed through these actuators, extending the pistons to open the wings
to their full capacity.
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aesthetically appealing once integrated with the opened wings, the latter also serve as protection
from rain and sandstorms when they are closed, and absorb sunlight to harvest energy once
opened. Facade Panels - Dietfurt
Limestone|Franken-

Schotter

Related Article

UAE / Wetland Wins the Golden Lion for Best National Participation at the 2021 Venice
Biennale

“ We are committed to ensure that the leading practices of environmental
sustainability are embedded at the heart of the design process.
Accordingly, the UAE Pavilion is energy-conscious and integrates a range

of elements and qualities of sustainable design, ensuring the longevity

of the structure, to withstand the test of time. -- Santiago Calatrava 7

Another architectural feature in the structure is the Oculus skylight, integrated within the roof of
the UAE Pavilion. The element is placed at a height of 27.8 meters, and mirrors the form of the Expo
2020 logo. In addition to providing natural daylight into the space, the Oculus is also surrounded
with grilles that open on case of accidental fires. At the heart of the pavilion is a faceted sphere-like
space that houses an auditorium with a lifting platform. The platform supports the interior seating

and transports the audience from one floor to another during their audio-visual experience.
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The Spanish architect and engineer has also unveiled the design of the Qatar Pavilion at Expo 2020
in Dubai, UAE. The design is inspired by the four elements represented on the Coat of Arms of Qatar
and will include two main galleries and exhibition spaces, providing visitors with engaging,

inclusive, and interactive environments.
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This is why us plebs have to stop using plastic bags, so that elites like this can continue to
make immense temporary follies like this

Why, it has nothing to do with plastic bags, it's just an architectural concept
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He's implying that this hyper expensive structure is designed so poorly that

it won't last long term and it's therefore hypocritical that the common folks
can't use single use plastic bags. Its such a gorgeous structure and | am
such a fan of Calatrava that | am admittedly memorized into disagreeing

with Stanley. One wrong does not justify another.
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Solar Panels in Residential Projects: Efficiency Without
Compromising the Aesthetics

Written by Camilla Ghisleni | Translated by Tarsila Duduch about 22 hours ago A Share

Including sustainable strategies in architectural projects is not just a trend, it is a necessity. Each
day we become more aware of the importance of responsibly managing natural resources and

understanding the environmental factors involved in designing a project.

Solar energy is one of the most commonly employed strategies in residential architecture, both
active and passive. Many countries around the world offer incentives to encourage the use of solar
systems, and the benefits of installing these systems can be seen in a short period of time, with a
reduction of up to 95% in the monthly energy expenses, which makes this strategy one of the most
attractive of all sustainable solutions. Furthermore, the average lifespan of a solar panel is 25 years,

operating entirely on its own and requiring only basic cleaning once a year.

However, despite the popularization of solar systems in architecture due to their many undeniable
advantages, their impact on aesthetics is still an obstacle for architects and clients. The biggest
challenge seems to be integrating them into the architecture from the beginning of the design

process and not just adding them on top of the finished project.

Nowadays, some alternatives allow better integration of this technology into architecture since the
newest photovoltaic panels can also be used as cladding in flat or sloped roofs, facades, or even in

shading structures such as pergolas, sun baffles, verandas, etc.

e Related articles
How Does Photovoltaic Energy Work?

What are 'The Good, the Bad, & the Ugly' of Rooftop Solar Photovoltaic Systems?

With this in mind, projects such as the Yin Yang House, built in California, incorporate solar panels
into the design from the very start. The system developed by students at the US Department of
Energy elegantly combines engineering technology with the aesthetics of good residential
architecture. The bifacial photovoltaic panels can absorb solar energy from sunlight on the front
surface and by reflected light on the rear, maximizing the amount of energy produced per square
meter. In addition, they are visually appealing and create an interesting composition when applied

to balconies, as seen here.
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Similarly, the Bundeena Beach House features a sixteen-panel photovoltaic system and Tesla
battery, seen as a linear reflection pond within the roof garden design that provides all the owner’s
electricity needs. It was important that the PV panels thoroughly integrated into the house and roof
garden design, serving as an example of how environmental features can enhance, rather than

detract, from a design.

Itis impossible to talk about innovations in residential solar systems without mentioning the Solar
Decathlon student competition. Known as the "Olympics of Sustainable Architecture," the Solar
Decathlon is a biannual design competition that challenges 20 teams of students to design, build,

and operate affordable and appealing off-grid solar homes. Among the many projects that are built
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The panels can be retracted in the winter to allow the sun to passively heat and light the home
through the southern glass wall. A creative approach that can lead to interesting and versatile

compositions.

However, it is also worth mentioning some projects with more conventional solutions but also very
careful and elegant nonetheless, such as the Jenson-DeLeeuw NZE House. This house in the United
States is a 200-square-meter home that generates enough renewable energy to service the home’s
energy needs as well as fully power an electric car. The roof was designed in the perfect position
and slope to accommodate 56 photovoltaic panels, creating a single, remarkable surface. The dark
color also dialogues with the material palette used in the house. The Passive House also features

this same strategy, adding the panels over the sloping bamboo roof structure.
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The Newhall South Chase houses also use this strategy, each house featuring 5.4 sqm of
photovoltaic roof tiling. Although much more modest than the previous example in terms of scale,
the addition of the panel over the sloping roof, which is clad in gray stone, is discreet but also very

efficient.

However, this solution doesn't always have to be discreet or invisible, photovoltaic panels can be
used to create contrast and different compositions resulting in a distinctive architectural feature.
The CO2 Saver House is a good example of this by positioning the solar panels on the main facade

in alignment with the glazed roof to emphasize the projecting structure.
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Although there are still very limited options available on the market today, especially in terms of
aesthetics, sustainable technology is improving every day, with solar panels being produced from
food waste that can harvest power from invisible UV rays to generate electricity and solar tiles that
are completely camouflaged on the roof. But while this technology is not yet available to everyone,

we can continue to find creative ways of balancing functionality and aesthetics in our projects.
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