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ODA Designs New York's Largest Residential Cantilever in
Manhattan

Written by Dima Stouhi about 21 hours ago A Share

ODA New York have released images of their newest project "Era", Manhattan's largest residential
cantilever building. Located in the Upper West Side, the 20-storey condo features a striking 50-foot
cantilever structure and the neighborhood's only rooftop pool. The project’s unique cantilever
design allows for more expansive views as it ascends, wide common spaces, grand residences, and

a rooftop recreational space.

The building facade is clad with limestone, and is made of off-set geometries layered in three-floor
increments, giving off a triple-height frame. Most residential units have corner orientations,

providing panoramic views for each house.
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Related Article

ODA Imagines the Future of the Streets of New York, Introducing Public/Private Spaces and
a New Pedestrian Experience

Recently, ODA launched its latest project Beyond the street- Reimagining the flower district. It is an
urban vision for the future of the streets of New York, and proposes to transform a city block from
the outside in, altering the pedestrian experience and introducing new zoning changes that would
give landowners air rights or tax credits in exchange for handing over their inner courtyards to be

transformed into public/private spaces.
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The architecture firm has also designed the largest affordable housing project in NYC, titled
Hunter’s Point South. The master-planned, mixed-use and mixed-income community, park, school,
and playground, situated along the East River in Long Island City, Queens, brings 1,194 rental units

and a new park to Long Island City waterfront.

Image gallery
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IE School of Architecture and Design and CPA Tackle
Sustainability at the First International Talent Taskforce

Sponsored Content

about 22 hours ago A Share

The NextGen International Talent Taskforce is a collaboration between IE University’s School of
Architecture and Design and CPA NextGen to promote international talent exchange and foster

discussions related to the real estate industry. This “working group of NextGen professionals”—
which includes alumni from IE University—meets bimonthly to discuss important topics such as

sustainability, inclusivity, technology, cities and wellbeing.

Through these conversations, the overall goal is to “guide the future of cities and ensure they are
vibrant world-class places for business.” On June 22, the taskforce brought together 15
professionals from France, Spain, the UK, Belgium, the United Arab Emirates, Canada and South

Africa to talk about sustainability in urban settings.

Real Estate and Urban Design

With individuals representing a range of companies such as Hines, Gloval, Foster+ Partners, Martin
Lejarraga, Allies and Morrison, Gardiner and Theobald, Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners, Momentum
Transport and Selfmastered, to name a few, the discussion featured insights from a wide variety of

perspectives and touched on some of the sector’s most pressing issues.

Transport was another popular focus, with Fatima Abel from Allies and Morrison highlighting the
use of scooters and bikes. Amélie Cossé from Momentum, however, chose to approach transport
from a more logistical perspective, talking about a shift in deliveries, which should be “planned in a

more forward-thinking way.”

After the introduction, the discussion moved on to a number of challenges and emerging solutions
within real estate. Keeping with the topic of sustainability, the popularity of material upcycling in
construction sites is increasing, with Theo Pagnon and Hamish Crockett from Rogers Stirk Harbour
+ Partners noting that they managed to use secondhand materials in raised access floors.
Technology could be a key factor in promoting this business model, with blockchain cited as a
potential tool to “issue and track bonds and forecast the upcoming stock of materials.” Long-life
Products
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Technology and Information

The theme of technology came up throughout the meeting, with the group talking about creating a
digital twin of a building as a way to monitor surplus materials. The consensus among the
members was that this method, feeding on the building information modeling (BIM), even though
promising for the industry does not yet meet operational needs. One of the explanations is due to a
lack of software being able to translate the information created during the construction phase, and
stored in the BIM Model, into proper operational data to then be re-used by the building teams. As
new technologies are being developed to help connect the dots, the building ecosystem of tenants,
asset managers, property managers, and facility managers will soon be able to overlay additional
layers of information (such as sensor data or material passports) to it and will start viewing the

digital twin concept as a more viable solution going forward."

This balance between a digital ideal and materialized reality turned into a broader discussion,
leading to the challenges of futuristic cities, spearheaded by Alphabet. Here, the issue involves data
protection, data privacy and other innovation-based obstacles. In the case of Imperial College
London, their efforts to innovate with the smart White City Campus faced regulatory issues. The
argument was put forward that the boundaries of regulation need to be pushed—especially with

regard to providing gas supply.

Another important topic addressed in the meeting was the ability to leverage information. In
general, the handover of information is seen as difficult, with some suggesting a gamified approach
alongside the digital book. As the discussion drew to a close, the group decided upon a number of
next steps to raise awareness of the taskforce, including a 30-minute podcast, articles and
interviews. For the next meeting, participants agreed to continue with the topic of sustainability,

with specific subtopics determined by the team organizers.
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From Hidden Backrooms to Storage Units, Foreign Domestic
Workers and the Evolution of their Living Space

-y — -

Written by Dima Stouhi about 20 hours ago A Share

Looking through interior images of houses, we often see grand bedrooms with an influx of natural
lighting. We see inviting open-space living rooms, lush terraces, and kitchens with high-

end equipment and refined finishes. But what we don't see is that behind these sleek walls are
small neglected bedrooms without proper ventilation, natural lighting, or space to move

around, dedicated to those who cater to the entire household.

The disparate spatial configuration and "colonial" approach to the living conditions of servants and
foreign laborers have existed long before the rise of congested cities and micro-apartments.
Household owners, or at least a good sum of them, have always felt that domestic workers needed
and deserved less space to reside in, not just in terms of spatial area, but in terms of necessary

living conditions for a better, more comfortable life.

As with most historic architectures, not many clear photographs or construction plans have
remained for us to know the accurate living conditions of domestic workers. However, movies and
TV series have given us a sneak peek into their world and their relationship with the space they live
and work in. In historic films and TV shows, we often see them going up and down hidden
staircases that lead to the kitchens, pantries, and stables, but rarely do we get access to how their
quarters looked like and where were they located with respect to the rest of the bedrooms and

facilities, unless the storyline revolves around these workers specifically.
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During the 19th century, houses and palaces in European countries allocated "servant" quarters in
the basement, an entire floor plan with rooms and services, away from the sight of residents and
their visitors. Their bedrooms were put beneath their private staircases, which they used instead of
the main staircase of the house. Since maids were expected to work invisibly, their quarters were
often completely secluded and detached from the main residential areas. They also had their own
entrance to the house, often through a small door below street level if it was a townhouse, or
through a private back door in the courtyard if it was a country house. In addition to their
bedrooms, the servant quarters included a servant’s hall, a common room where the staff ate,
gathered, and performed small daily tasks, which included a long table and natural lighting from

skylights or elevated windows.

Mid-19th century residential buildings in France allocated maid's rooms, called Chambres de
Bonne, on the roof. The rooms were built without bathrooms, had a separate entrance, and
covered a floorspace of approximately 7 sqm, a number considered illegal in today's construction
laws of residential spaces. However, these rooms are now being rented as temporary bedrooms for
foreign travelers on a low budget.
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In South Africa during the 1950's, Africans of the lower-class were enduring crises of residential
shortage, poverty, and starvation, which forced women to work as live-in housekeepers and
caregivers for middle-class families. These workers resided in a space called the "backroom", a
small detached unit - averaging at 2.5 x 3 meters - located in the backyard alongside other service
facilities. The units were constructed with brick and concrete floors, and did not have a ceiling nor
electricity. It is believed that backrooms were hidden behind trees and bushes in the backyard to

avoid any physical or visual presence.

With respect to high-density suburbs with large apartment buildings, live-in domestic workers
resided either in basements or on roofs. The rooms were built in a corridor-like layout and only had
enough space for a bed and closet, forcing the workers to share a communal bathroom. In the case
of roof-placed rooms, workers were not permitted to use the elevator, so they accessed

their bedrooms through separate entrances and external staircases. Similar to backrooms, these
units did not have a ceiling as well, which made it difficult for workers to sleep at night due to

external light sources from the street, neighboring buildings, or the moon.

Fast forward to the 21st century where people are more aware of social injustice, living conditions
of foreign domestic workers have seen an unprecedented decline, depriving them of basic human
rights. Instead of a private bedroom, some domestic workers are now sleeping on mattresses or
foldable beds in laundry rooms, storage areas, or walk-in closets. Many justify this configuration as

a result of congested, high-priced cities with smaller scale houses.

M
1

72
|
A survey conducted by the Humanitarian Organization for Migration Economics (HOME) showed Save
that EQ04 Af livia_in Aamactic winrlzare had na nriviamvuwhatenavuar IN04 had ciinuaillanca famarac
Home Projects Products Folders Feed

https://www.archdaily.com/965321/from-hidden-backrooms-to-storage-units-foreign-domestic-workers-and-the-evolution-of-their-living-space  3/7


https://www.jstor.org/stable/3514408?utm_medium=website&utm_source=archdaily.com
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3514408?utm_medium=website&utm_source=archdaily.com
https://www.home.org.sg/our-updates/2017/11/30/no-privacy-no-space-domestic-workers-endure-poor-living-conditions?utm_medium=website&utm_source=archdaily.com
https://www.archdaily.com/965321/from-hidden-backrooms-to-storage-units-foreign-domestic-workers-and-the-evolution-of-their-living-space/60f6acdef91c81990e00006b-from-hidden-backrooms-to-storage-units-foreign-domestic-workers-and-the-evolution-of-their-living-space-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/965321/from-hidden-backrooms-to-storage-units-foreign-domestic-workers-and-the-evolution-of-their-living-space/60f6efeaf91c81fa7e000005-from-hidden-backrooms-to-storage-units-foreign-domestic-workers-and-the-evolution-of-their-living-space-image
https://www.archdaily.com/965321/from-hidden-backrooms-to-storage-units-foreign-domestic-workers-and-the-evolution-of-their-living-space/60f6ed4ff91c813d0e000003-from-hidden-backrooms-to-storage-units-foreign-domestic-workers-and-the-evolution-of-their-living-space-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/965321/from-hidden-backrooms-to-storage-units-foreign-domestic-workers-and-the-evolution-of-their-living-space
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects
https://www.archdaily.com/search/products

22.7.2021 From Hidden Backrooms to Storage Units, Foreign Domestic Workers and the Evolution of their Living Space | ArchDaily

accommodation upon arrival, that was rarely the case. The NGO Mission for Migrant Workers
(MFMW) drew the attention on the living conditions of domestic workers in some countries in the
Far East of Asia, highlighting the importance of prompt reforms on international labor and

construction laws.
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The same living conditions are found in countries in the Middle East, where it is considered normal
for a middle-to-upper class household to have a live-in domestic worker. Workers employed in an
apartment are given, if they are lucky, a small private bedroom that does not exceed 10 sqm (some
maids have been given a 5 sqm bedroom). These rooms are always accessed through the kitchen,
away from the other bedrooms and bathrooms. In cases where the worker is not given a private
bedroom, she sleeps on a mattress in the kitchen, the living room, or shares a bedroom with the
youngest child of the house (the pronoun 'she' was used because only females work as live-in

domestic workers in the Middle East).
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While awareness on the discriminatory living conditions of live-in domestic workers has been
raised in several countries around the world, no definitive laws have been put in place yet. The
problem could lie in the initial architectural layout of houses, the mindset of house owners, or the
tenacious grasping of cultural norms. Is there truly a need for a live-in domestic worker if the house
is not equipped to provide him/her with adequate living conditions? Is it a matter of

"racial architecture" or a derogatory outlook on the type of work itself? Are house owners willing to
dedicate a space of the house and transform it into a fully-equipped private bedroom and

bathroom or do they expect the architect to do that for them beforehand?

This article is part of the ArchDaily Topic: Migration. Every month we explore a topic in-depth

through articles, interviews, news, and projects. Learn more about our monthly topics. As always,
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