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Henning Larsen Designs Active Community Hub as their First
London Project

Written by Dima Stouhi about 20 hours ago A Share

Located in the heart of Westminster, a short distance away from the Buckingham Palace, Henning
Larsen are building a community hub that reimagines traditional office and commercial spaces. 105
Victoria Street will be the architecture firm's first ever project in London, providing visitors with an
urban plaza that enables an active and social working environment both indoors and outdoors.
The project is being developed by BentallGreenOak and is designed in collaboration with Adamson

Associates Architects and KPF.

The 470,000 sq. ft. building is a mixed-use office building that aims to become an active urban hub
with recreational and leisure spaces. Instead of a typical reception area at the ground floor, the
architecture firm integrated the Village Square, a covered public plaza that transitions visitors from
outside to inside. The ground floor's open plan and flexibility provides a wide public space for

events and exhibitions, as well as a vibrant market hall that houses retail stores and coffee shops.

In addition to commercial and recreational spaces, health and wellness were also

key factors throughout the building's design process. The Village Square is connected to the
underground bicycle parking and workshop, gym, and multi-purpose hall, through a winding
staircase and bicycle ramp. The ramp and staircase are wrapped around a small element of indoor

greenery. Towards the 10th floor, a looped indoor and outdoor track connects the amenities with
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Henning Larsen Designs New Church in Hgjvangen, Denmark, the First to be Built in

Skanderborg Parish in Over 500 years Wood-based panels in

House in Ismaning|EGGER

Minimalist Window -
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¢ Sometimes the smallest things can have the biggest impact. When
designing Victoria Street, we thought not just about our goals for a
sustainable and active office building, but what stops people from
making those healthy choices now. By focusing on solving those

problems, we are giving agency to the tenants and community around

the building. -- Jacob Kurek, Partner-In-Charge ”

The project is designed to meet BREEAM ‘Outstanding’ standards and reach net zero embodied
carbon by 2026, putting environmental and human wellness at the forefront. The design team used
microclimate, wind, and acoustic analyses to create a comfortable and healthy environment for
both the employees and visitors. Construction of 105 Victoria Street is expected to begin in August

2022.

Henning Larsen have recently broken ground on their New School in Sundby, a historic project for
the country's sustainable educational-facility architecture. The primary school is set to be the
largest construction project in Guldborgsund Municipality that ensures high sustainability
parameters and community engagement, expected to open its doors at the end of summer 2022.
The firm has also won a competition to design Hgjvangen Church, the first to be built in

Skanderborg Parish in over 500 years.
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Perforated Architecture: 20 Projects that Bring Back the
Historic Musharrabiya
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Architecture: Community
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Development

There is often an intricate relationship between architecture and the environment. Each part of the

world has defined its own architectural techniques based on its unique climatic conditions. Is Apprenticeship the Way

That Architectural
Education Stays

However, environmental concerns in the 21st century provoked new techniques, implementing

solutions to preserve natural resources and provide thermal comfort. While some opted for a
Relevant?

futuristic approach with mechanical and technologically-advanced solutions, others decided to go
back in time and explore how civilizations protected their people, architecture, and environment More Articles »
when they had nothing else to resort to but the environment itself. In this article, we look at how

Musharrabiyas found their way back into modern-day architecture as significant vernacular

features.
MOST VISITED

The Mediterranean region's climate is characterized by a hot and often dry weather due to the fact & . =

5 Ways that Custom
Ceiling Features Can

that it is surrounded by deserts, whether it is the Sahara in North Africa, or the desert in the Arabian

gulf. Naturally, structures in ancient times were not equipped with mechanical ventilation systems, Enhance an Interior Space

so they were designed to tackle the natural conditions and optimize indoor thermal comfort by

relying on natural resources. The Musharrabiya, also known as Mashrabiya, was first introduced in

i . . . . . . Terrace House near
the Arabic regions of the Middle East and North Africa. It is believed that its name came from the K . .
Demachiyanagi / atelier

Arabic word “Sharab” which translates to “drink”, due to the fact that the Musharrabiya referred to Luke

a cool, shaded place where one can drink water from a clay pot. Others believe that the word was
derived from “Mashrafiya” which translates to “an observation place”, which is why it was often

Perforated Architecture:
20 Projects that Bring
Back the Historic
Musharrabiya

associated to a small protruding wooden balcony in houses.
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Minimalist Window -
Turnable Corner|Vitrocsa

The Musharrabiya was first implemented as a traditional architectural element that covers
openings and windows not just for thermal purposes, but for cultural reasons as well. By definition,
itis a perforated screen made of wood, clay, or stone, that regulates light, heat, ventilation, and
humidity, and created a space of privacy that's not too obscure. Privacy was a very important factor
as it is one of the core distinctive value of Islam. Its perforation patterns were derived from Islamic
patterns and motifs, and each pattern uniquely served a specific purpose; detailed designs were
used for spaces that required more privacy, whereas as large geometric forms were used for more
public spaces that needed bigger air flow and light. The Musharrabiya became a prime example of

how aesthetics and functions can go hand in hand.

Although the Musharrabiya is of Arabic origins, it was used in Brazil during the Portuguese
colonization, under the name of Muxarabi. Its application has decreased throughout the years with
the emergence of new solar filtration resources, but it is still possible to find contemporary projects
in the country, and across the world, that use the architectural element. However, Musharrabiyas
were reimagined to fit modern day requirements, as they are considered an expensive feature in
terms of manufacturing and maintenance. Privacy is also no longer a crucial factor since the
architecture itself is now built to provide it. Regardless, the Musharrabiya witnessed an evolution of
its own in terms of its shape and materials, adapting to the architectural requirements of the 21st

century.
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Facade Elements

As previously stated, Islamic architecture was characterized by preserving privacy. Musharrabiyas
were used to block the vision of neighbors or people walking on the street, and prevent them from
looking through what is beyond the perforated walls. In countries were climate conditions were
extreme, facades were built entirely as Musharrabiyas to allow natural airflow and light diffusion
within all of the building's spaces, and maintain the residents' privacy. The most common used

materials were clay, brick, and stone.
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Bat Trang House / VTN Architects

Sengal House / Play/ Saketh Singh
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Maison A / Nghia-Architect

Lima Villa / Loci Architecture + Design
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Screens and Exterior Partitions

While Musharrabiyas were considered devices that separate between private and public spaces
visually, people often wanted more light or openness into certain areas of their spaces, so

they installed Musharrabiya screens that can be moved or opened to give the user the ability to
adjust according to his/her own needs. The most commonly used material for screens is wood, due

to the fact that it is lightweight and easily maneuvered.
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Casa FVB / Claudia Haguiara Arquitetura
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IN Terms oT INTerior parutons, Musnarranlyas were Instatled as a soTt INtervention tnat's NOt 100
imposing or disruptive to the space, opening two spaces together while maintaining their
respective boundaries. In addition to them being functional, they also added a decorative sense to
the interior space. Depending on the design concept, interior partitions were often made of wood

and clay, limiting the amount of weight being imposed on the floors.
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Abu Dhabi Central Market / Foster + Partners
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New Material

The 21st century saw an increase of high-rise glazed towers, which made it difficult to implement
traditional Musharrabiyas due to its manufacturing and maintenance cost, as well as efficiency in
such architectural typologies. However, these buildings required a frugal and efficient solution to
avoid the high expenses of energy consumption, which is why architects decided to return to the
historic techniques, but in a modernized context. Digital fabrication has allowed architects to
recreate the traditional Musharrabiya as a substitute to all-glass facades. Several projects adopted
the traditional architectural element as an integrated layer of the building's facade system, to make

use of its functions and aesthetics.
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Louvre Abu Dhabi / Ateliers Jean Nouvel

VOM House / Sanuki Daisuke architects

Home Projects Products Folders Feed

https://www.archdaily.com/963042/perforated-architecture-20-projects-that-bring-back-the-historic-musharrabiya 11/14


https://www.archdaily.com/883157/louvre-abu-dhabi-atelier-jean-nouvel
https://www.archdaily.com/948818/vom-house-sanuki-daisuke-architects
https://www.archdaily.com/963042/perforated-architecture-20-projects-that-bring-back-the-historic-musharrabiya/60bfaff1f91c81ec2b000011-perforated-architecture-20-projects-that-bring-back-the-historic-musharrabiya-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/963042/perforated-architecture-20-projects-that-bring-back-the-historic-musharrabiya/60bfafaff91c812a08000003-perforated-architecture-20-projects-that-bring-back-the-historic-musharrabiya-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/963042/perforated-architecture-20-projects-that-bring-back-the-historic-musharrabiya
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us

10.6.2021 Perforated Architecture: 20 Projects that Bring Back the Historic Musharrabiya | ArchDaily

Find more projects of Musharrabiyas in architecture and interior spaces in this My ArchDaily folder

created by the author.

This article is part of an ArchDaily series that explores features of interior architecture, from our
own data base of projects. Every month, we will highlight how architects and designers are utilizing
new elements, new characteristics and new signatures in interior spaces around the world. As
always, at ArchDaily, we highly appreciate the input of our readers. If you think we should mention

specific ideas, please submit your suggestions.
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The 20th Serpentine Pavilion Designed by Counterspace, to
Open on June 11th 2021
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The 20th Serpentine Pavilion, designed by Johannesburg-based practice Counterspace, directed by Skanderborg Parish in

Sumayya Vally, will finally open on 11 June 2021. After its 1-year postponement due to the global Over 500 years

pandemic, the temporary pavilion will stay on display until 17 October 2021, on the Serpentine X X "
"Dissecting the Politics

Gallery’s lawn in Kensington Gardens. and Mechanics of

m Institutions": In

While Counterspace is the 20th practice to accept the invitation to design the Serpentine pavilion, @ 2 M Conversation with

Vally, a TIME100 Next List honoree, is the youngest architect to be commissioned for this Russian Pavilion Curator
Ippolito Pestellini
Laparelli at the 2021
Venice Biennale

internationally renowned architecture program. Supported by Goldman Sachs, this year’s

intervention is “based on past and present places of meeting, organizing and belonging across

London”. As a result of abstracting, superimposing, and splicing architectural elements, the forms
More Architecture News »

in the pavilion vary in the scale of intimacy. A specially commissioned sound program for the

Pavilion, Listening to the City, will feature work by artists including Ain Bailey and Jay Barnard,

connecting visitors to the stories and sounds of lost spaces across London.
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histories; with an interest in themes of identity, community, belonging

and gathering. The past year has drawn these themes sharply into Wood-based panels in

focus and has allowed me the space to reflect on the incredible House in Ismaning|EGGER

generosity of the communities that have been integral to this Pavilion.

This has given rise to several initiatives that extend the duration, scale
d hof th ilion b di hysical lif . £ Minimalist Window -
and reach of the Pavilion beyond its physical lifespan. In a time o Turnable Corner|Vitrocsa

isolation, these initiatives have deepened the Pavilion’s intents toward

sustained collaboration, and | am excited to continue this engagement
with the Serpentine’s civic and education teams and our partners over

the summer and beyond.-- Sumayya Vally of Counterspace. 7

Related Article

Serpentine Pavilion Postponed to 2021

Set to open on 11 June 2021, the project translates the shapes of London into the structure,
referencing the architecture of places of worship, markets, restaurants, bookshops, and local
cultural institutions that are particularly relevant to migrant communities in neighborhoods such
as Brixton, Hoxton, Hackney, Tower Hamlets, Edgware Road, Barking and Dagenham, Peckham and
Notting Hill, among others. In fact, during summer, fragments of the intervention will be installed in
neighborhoods across the city, to support and facilitate gatherings and impromptu interactions, to
honor the history of places that have held communities over time. "A specially commissioned
programme for the Pavilion, Listening to the City, will feature work by artists including Ain

Bailey and Jay Bernard, connecting visitors to the stories and sounds of lost spaces across London".

¢ We look forward with great excitement to welcoming London to this
remarkable space this June. Our deepest appreciation goes to Sumayya
Vally and to all our supporters and contractors for their enduring
commitment to the Serpentine Pavilion. The spirit of community that
has carried us as an institution throughout such a challenging year is the

same that we hope to enliven this project. Here’s to a new chapter. --
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Counterspace is a Johannesburg-based collaborative architectural studio, directed by Sumayya
Vally, founded in Johannesburg in 2015. Much of their work emerges from research and
interdisciplinary arts-based projects, undertaking predominantly architectural projects,
community engagement, exhibition, and installation conceptualization, and urban research,
design, and intervention. Their work is concerned with inclusivity, otherness, and future; and often

intersects with other creative disciplines to form innovative approaches to design challenges.

News via Serpentine Galleries.
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