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The Un-Habitat or the United Nations agency for human settlements and sustainable urban
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development, whose primary focus is to deal with the challenges of rapid urbanization, has been
developing innovative approaches in the urban design field, centered on the active participation of

the community. ArchDaily has teamed up with UN-Habitat to bring you weekly news, article, and

interviews that highlight this work, with content straight from the source, developed by our editors.
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As the fight against coronavirus keeps on bringing many cities around the world to a standstill, the

need to support urban entities and local governments is greater than ever. Although the pandemic

has drastically changed our relationship with the public realm, due to all the imposed but MOST VISITED

necessary restrictions, from physical distancing to limiting access, the demand for public space has
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not decreased. People still need to go outside, commute, work, study, play, socialize, and maintain
a healthy mental state. Discover in this article UN-Habitat’s key areas of focus for an effective urban

response for COVID-19 that local and national governments should focus on to prevent the spread

of the virus and to develop resilience to and preparedness for events of a similar nature.
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Impacting people’s quality of life, Covid-19 restrictions are “more disproportionately hurting the
urban poor, many of whom have lost their livelihoods, pushing them to the edge and threatening
the economy, safety, and security, peace and stability”, according to UN-Habitat’s annual report. Shape

Demonstrating how uneven public space is distributed, the pandemic has underlined the need to
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create more shared spaces in underprivileged neighborhoods, as a first priority. To rebuild trust

with citizens, both during and after the pandemic, UN-Habitat has drafted key messages on COVID-

19 and public space for local governments, focusing on accessibility, flexibility, design, ¥ iy "7.«.
management and maintenance, connectivity, and equitable distribution. Discover 12 principles for

short, medium, and long-term interventions, and their descriptions.
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Short-Term Interventions

1- Public Spaces Are an Important Asset in a Time of Crisis

Public spaces are essential in providing space for the swift and rapid establishment of temporary
and secondary facilities which may be used longer than originally expected so, therefore, need to
be flexible, multi-functional, and adaptable. Public spaces are a crucial asset in a time of crisis

supporting alternative mobility, providing such important opportunities for recreation and sport,

and for many poor people, a livelihood.

2- Well-Connected and Integrated System of Public Spaces Including Streets

Save
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With roughly half of the global population under a lockdown or coming out of lockdown, vehicle
traffic has reduced dramatically on our streets and public transit ridership has dropped by as much
as 80% in some cities. Cities are temporarily and some even permanently reallocating road space
from cars to provide more space for people to move around safely, creating a network throughout
the city, easing movement, and respecting physical distancing rules. Creating more walkable
streets and investing in greening the city results in reduced CO2 emissions and better air quality,

which also impacts people’s health and well-being and reduces COVID mortality.

3- Expand the Amount of Land Allocated To Public Space Including Streets

Physical distancing requires the possibility to leave adequate space between people when out in
public space. The amount of land in cities allocated to public space will have to be extended to be
able to create more resilient cities. The expansion of streets for active mobility is seen as an
impactful measure to make physical distancing possible on sidewalks, particularly in countries that
already have high shares of pedestrians walking on inadequate footpaths, such as in informal

settlements and slums.

4- Embrace Flexibility of Functions
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To be resilient in times of crisis, public spaces need to be multi-functional, flexible, and continually
adapt to the situation. We need to build resilience through agile adaptation, for example,
incorporate (temporary) food markets into neighborhood/community- spaces such as parking lots
or streets to decongest existing markets. Transform small neighborhood spaces into pop-up
community health centers, spaces for food distribution, or providing space for food gardens in
marginalized communities and slums where food is essential. Programming streets and spaces to
allow for organized street vending on select days or times of day, ensuring multi-use and shared
use of the spaces. Repurposing street space by expanding sidewalks to facilitate safe walking,

skating, and jogging, and introducing (temporary) bike lanes to enable safe mobility.

5- Public Space and Public Facilities Can Provide Essential Services
Required For Marginalized Communities during a Pandemic

Providing clean restroom facilities, water points, and/or appropriate cleaning products that can
help unhoused or poor people to protect themselves. Many open spaces in informal settlements

can offer handwashing facilities to ensure that families without running water stay safe.

6- For Many, Especially the Poor, Public Space Is Important For Their
Livelihoods
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Some of the most affected in the pandemic are poor families, many of whom depend on public
space for earning a living. Over 60% of urban employment in Africa is in the informal sector and
each group of informal workers produces goods or services that are essential to the functioning of
the economy. During a lock-down, it is therefore important to allow street vendors to continue to
operate and provide space for that. Streets can be adapted to provide space for vendors at
sufficient distance from each other to sell their wares and providing the street vendors with

protective gear to continue to earn a living.

7- Public Space Can Be a Platform for Sharing (Connecting Places and
People)

Public spaces that remain open for use provide opportunities to share information about
prevention measures such as the importance of physical distancing and hand-washing hygiene.
Government can provide clear and accessible information in these public spaces as there is a lot of
misinformation floating around. These spaces can also provide a platform for dialogue and
negotiation to enable the government and the poor and informal workers to discuss and jointly

come up with the relevant frameworks to prevent the spread of the Coronavirus.
Medium and Long-Term Interventions

8- Equitably Distribute Public Spaces across All Scales
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The pandemic has demonstrated how unevenly public space is distributed throughout many of our
cities, especially in poor neighborhoods, where there are few shared spaces such as parks, gardens,
and playgrounds within a 10-minute walk from home. Whilst parks, green areas, and playgrounds
are so important in contributing to reducing stress levels, improving mental health and wellbeing,
and contributing to children’s development, they are still considered a privilege. Local
governments need to ensure that open spaces are evenly distributed across the city, connected
through a web of streets promoting walking and cycling whilst embracing physical distancing and
guaranteeing the multi-functional, flexible use of public space and streets so as to reduce the

spread of the virus but still ensuring that we are not leaving anyone or place behind.

9- Plan for the Self-Sufficient Neighborhood or “15-Minute Compact City
Neighborhood”

With the pandemic and restrictions on movement, the self-sufficient and 15-minute compact city is
a model that could contain the spread of the virus as all residents can have all their needs met—be
they for work, school, shopping, health, leisure, or culture—within 15 minutes of their own
doorstep, not having to venture across the city. This can only function if there is an equitable

distribution of essential services, streets, and public space.

10- Design, Materials Used, Management, and Maintenance of Public
Space Are Key In Fighting the Spread of the Coronavirus
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The COVID-19 virus can linger in the air and on surfaces for extended periods of time. Public space
should be designed so as to allow for physical distancing and public space managers need to
ensure that these spaces can be cleaned frequently and thoroughly, particularly on high-touch

surfaces like doors, handles, and furniture.

11- Build “Social Resilience”

The COVID-19 virus has both negative and positive impacts on how people interact with each other
in public and as part of the social fabric. The pandemic and nature of the virus affect the way we
socialize, challenging existing cultural and familiar practices, which can create tensions in public
spaces. The social and connection elements of public spaces remain important and can serve to
strengthen resilience in communities, i.e. balconies above streets, where community members
gather to socialize with one another, neighborhood streets being transformed into cinemas,

theatres, or gym classes.

12- Systemic Change Doesn’t Happen Without Supportive Policy
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Finally, the experience from the COVID pandemic may lead to richer partnerships across sectors,
from health care to public housing authorities, to community development finance and
community-based organizations, to philanthropy and research which can influence policy. Creating
a shared policy agenda where urban planning, community development, architecture, green
building, public health — all have incentives to work toward better policies to reduce the spread of
the COVID virus.

Info Via UN-Habitat.
We invite you to check out ArchDaily's coverage related to COVID-19, read our tips and articles on
Productivity When Working from Home, and learn about technical recommendations for Healthy

Design in your future projects. Also, remember to review the latest advice and information on
COVID-19 from the World Health Organization (WHO) website.
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8 Livon Diramerian ¢ 19 hours ago

‘ We have been practicing inhumanity towards the poor & the environment for centuries &
these are the results we got being inhumane towards people & environment brings
disasters. These recommendations are theoretical & it wont solve the problems because
we haven't eliminated the real causes. Poor areas have no public spaces where they
should be approached by foot for safety & convenience because poor people don't have
the ability to travel far places. So it's the way of thinking that some elites have that caused
these problems.
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Koichi Takada Architects Designs Biophilic Marketplace Inspired by Shanghai's Forests | ArchDaily

Koichi Takada Architects Designs Biophilic Marketplace
Inspired by Shanghai's Forests

Written by Andreea Cutieru
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about 24 hours ago  Share Educates Awards 2021

For its latest design in China, the Australian firm Koichi Takada Architects takes inspiration from More Architecture News »

Shanghai's forest-rich landscape and creates a series of architectural "trees" that branch out,

forming a canopy above a new marketplace. Through its open, biophilic design, the Solar Trees

Marketplace will be an extension of the outdoor public space, reinterpreting the traditional Chinese

market as a community place.
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Engineering - Long-Span
Structures|StructureCraft

Located in the Minhang district, the project is part of the new Shanghai Tian An Caobao Road Area
Residential Masterplan and, once completed, will serve as a gateway for the development. The
project adheres to the goal of transforming one of the world's most polluted cities into a healthier
and more livable urban environment. As the team suggests, the idea of a forest within the urban

setting is also a reference to China's commitment to becoming carbon neutral by 2060.

“ We want to humanise buildings in the district, to be more engaging to
the public and contribute to the regeneration of communities and their
neighbourhoods. We want architecture to celebrate cultural identity,

along with encouraging pedestrian activities and a more walkable and

liveable city. - Koichi Takada 7

Related Article

Koichi Takada Unveils World’s Most Dense Vertical Gardens, for a Mixed-Use Highrise in
Brisbane, Australia

The marketplace will feature modular stalls, reminiscent of the traditional marketplaces. The
design makes use of sustainable features such as natural ventilation and solar panels. The pillars
that branch out to form a timber canopy are a nod to Shanghai's forests, while the biophilic design
echoes the green spine unfolding within the residential masterplan. The latter features trees and
shrubs native to Shanghai, creating a new park. The project is currently under construction and is

due to be completed in early 2022.
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The Solar Trees Marketplace is the latest in a series of projects where the Sydney-based practice
draws inspiration from nature and works with sustainable design principles, with the aim of
creating a more liveable urban environment. These series of designs include the Urban Forest in
Brisbane, a 30-story mixed-use residential high-rise with one of the world’s most densely forested
vertical gardens, or the Sky Trees project in downtown Los Angeles. The work of Koichi Takada
Architects spans multiple programs and scales, ranging from interior design to single-family houses
to large scale mixed-use developments. The studio's projects include Infinity Residential Building,

the ARC, or interiors of the National Museum of Qatar.
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Largo Fiber Cement Panel - Planea from Swisspearl

ArchDaily =~ Products = Fiber Cements /Cements = Largo Fib

Largo Fiber Cement Panel -
Planea | Swisspearl

Save Share

+ 15

Use Facade cladding and interior

application
Applications Residential, corporate,
commercial, public

Characteristics  Grey-based, smooth finish,

matte color, custom colors,

opaque coating, intense

colors, good performance in

extreme weather

Sizes Maximum usable finished

panel size: 3050 x 1250mm |

Thickness: 12mm, 8mm. Can

be cut as required.
Certification

Environmental Product

Declaration according to ISO

14025 and EN 15804

Guarantee 20-years

5 Supplementary Files

More about this product

Largo fiber cement panels from Swisspearlimpart
texture, color, and character to fagades and provide

a highly effective protective layer. Swisspearl panels

offer an extensive selection of surface options,
joints/fastenings, and freely selectable panel

formats within the maximum size.

Swisspearl Planea Finish

Projects

Fire classification: A2-s1, dO0,

SWISS
peart.

MESSAGE THE MANUFACTURER

Name

Email
Country/Region
City

Branch

Architecture Interior Design
End User Contractor / House Builder
Other

Type of request

Price/Quote Catalog Information

Message

Let Swisspearl know about your specific
requirements such as quantity, size, color or
delivery times.

Hello Swisspearl,
I'm interested to know more info about
Price/Quote.

SEND MESSAGE

Representatives from Swisspearl will respond to you via e-
mail. By sending this message you agree to the T&C

(D
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allows the creation of rich colors but also protects
the panels giving reliable performance against
extreme weather conditions. Planea panels can be
used to create an intense colored yet natural,

strong, and lasting building envelope.

Panel Specifications

Base panel Grey based
Top layer Opaque
Colors

The Planea color spectrum includes 10 tones and
additional custom colors. Planea panels can be
specified in custom colors of choice (RAL, NCS,

Pantone etc).

Installation

Planea is easy to use and can be installed as either
flush or lapped cladding. It can be mounted by using

either visible or concealed fasteners.

Material

The fiber cement panels are made from a blend of
cement, wood pulp, reinforcing fibers, and water,
the mix is then processed and colored to form the
cladding panels. The Swisspearl panels have
delicate surface texture, a natural appearance and

feel, and a carefully matched full-body color.
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Application and use in Construction

Facades, Exterior / Outdoor

Format
Slabs/ Plates / Panels

RELATED PRODUCTS

Largo Fiber Cement Largo Fiber Cement
Panel - Incora Finish

Swisspearl

Panel - Vintago-Reflex
Swisspearl

Largo Fiber Cement Fiber Cement
Panels - Vintago Finish

Swisspearl

Cladding Panels in
Swisspearl

Largo Fiber Cement

Panel - Avera Finish
Swisspearl

Swisspearl Modula

Fiber Cement Panels
Swisspearl
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Largo Fiber Cement
Panel - Texial Finish
Swisspearl

Largo Fiber Cement

Panel - Nobilis Finish
Swisspearl
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