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This article was originally published on Common Edge as "Five Women Architects Revitalize a Giant

Public-Housing Project in Rome."

Corviale is one of Italy’s biggest postwar public housing projects and, arguably, one of the most
controversial. Both revered and abhorred, the complex remains a pilgrimage site for architectural
schools from around the world. // Serpentone (The Big Snake), as it is affectionately called,
stretches nearly a kilometer in a straight line, a monolithic, brutalist building that hovers over the
countryside on the outskirts of Rome. But there is nothing sinuous about a construction made up of
750,000 square meters of reinforced concrete condensed into 60 hectares. This hulking horizontal
skyscraper is formed by twin structures, each 30 meters high, connected through labyrinths of
elongated hallways, external corridors, and inner courtyards. Divided into five housing units, each

with its own entrance and staircase, it contains 1,200 apartments and houses up to 6,000 people.
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The project was commissioned in 1972, with public funding from the Istituto Autonomo Case
Popolari (IACP; Autonomous Social Housing Institute), and was entrusted to a team of architects

led by Mario Fiorentino, who was influenced at the time, like many of his contemporaries, by Le
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schemes, and one that remained unheeded by Fiorentino and his team.

Thermowood

Related Article Facades|Lunawood

HerCity: Digital Toolbox for Sustainable, Equal and Inclusive Cities

Instead, Corviale was designed as an autonomous structure in which the fourth floor—the piano
libero (free floor)—would act as a communal high street, offering services and commercial facilities
for the entire collective. Construction began in 1975, but the first apartments were not occupied
until 1982, by which time the company managing the site had gone bankrupt. Work, particularly on
the fourth floor, was never completed, and so residents moved into a building deprived of basic
services, communal spaces, and adequate public transport. With the beginnings of neoliberalism in
the 1980s and a different sociopolitical climate, Corviale was abandoned by the public authorities,
its residents left to fend for themselves. Fiorentino died in 1982. Legend has it that he committed

suicide, believing that he had created a monster. In fact, he died of a heart attack.

Over time the infrastructure decayed, the designated piano libero was squatted by numerous
families, and the building became an emblem of social unrest and economic decline in the Roman
suburbs. Despite endless proposals for renovating Corviale, and some for demolishing it, it was
community action that helped to improve the building. A resilient community restored some
dignity and agency to the neighborhood by setting up residents’ associations to convince public
entities to fund services, amenities, and cultural and sports activities. The architectural collective
Stalker also brought new life to the building in 2004 with /mmaginare Corviale (Imagining Corviale),

ayear-long program of creative interventions and resident workshops.

In 2009, the owner of the building, ATER, backed with funding from the regional government, finally
launched a competition to renovate Corviale’s illegally occupied fourth floor. Guendalina Salimei,
director of the Roman practice T-Studio, won it with her project Chilometro Verde (Green
Kilometer). It is hard to imagine Salimei’s forceful presence passing unobserved, and yet she served
as the inspiration for a popular 2014 Italian film, Scusate se esisto! (Do You See Me?). Recounting
the challenges of working as a woman architect in Italy, the film drew much attention to Salimei’s
scheme for Corviale. Still, the plan was delayed by a myriad of political and financial hiccups, and

construction did not begin until 2019. Fortunately, the tenacious Salimei never gave up. And
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Notwithstanding decades of hardships, a real community has formed on the fourth floor, and more
than 100 families live there. Some spent considerable sums to construct new lodgings, while others
live in more precarious conditions, but together they have created and self-managed shared spaces
that have generated a feeling of belonging that Salimei’s design seeks to preserve and amplify. The
architect was not a newcomer to the building and had already met a number of residents when she
worked on renovating the school opposite Corviale in 2009. Her Green Kilometer scheme envisages
demolishing 130 illegal homes to construct 103 new sustainable structures of differing sizes that

will alternate at regular intervals with the communal spaces. Fiorentino’s original shared-use zones

have been included to help redevelop a sense of place.

Fiorentino designed the fourth floor to break the fagade, dividing the flats with external walkways
from those without them. Salimei has reinterpreted the original idea by devising what she calls “a
sort of abstract hanging garden,” a reference to the configuration of the Roman aqueducts in the
landscape that apparently inspired Fiorentino. Different shades of green paint are being applied to
the protruding ceilings and the facade of the fourth floor, while a green frieze, composed of
organically shaped, perforated metal panels, will run across the horizontal line, replacing the
original, somewhat ungainly metal grids that residents had altered themselves over the years. The
frieze will serve not only as a decorative device and support for an indoor garden, but also as

protection from the sun during the torrid Roman summers, and a filter from the wind in the winter.

Moving is usually a painful experience, regardless of circumstance. Corviale’s fourth-floor residents
will have to contend with living on a building site, as new flats are constructed while old ones are
destroyed. Not only will they relinquish the homes they have built and inhabited, but they will also
witness their demolition by the same authorities that they have long distrusted. Although no one
will be made homeless, more than half of the inhabitants will be relocated to property owned by
ATER in other neighborhoods. The rest, those who successfully answered the public call, will move
into Salimei’s newly designed flats. It is a potentially explosive scenario, and one that is being
defused by the Laboratorio Citta Corviale (Laboratory Citta Corviale). Set up by the architecture
faculty at Roma Tre University in 2018, it is coordinated by Giovanni Caudo and Francesco Carieri

(co-founder of Stalker), and funded by the Regione Lazio and the university.

From their headquarters on the ground floor of the building, architects Sara Braschi and Sofia
Sebastianelli head the Laboratory’s program of Accompagnamento Sociale (Social
Accompaniment), meeting with residents almost daily to establish trust. Having compiled a

database of each family, their objective is to help fourth-floor occupants navigate the process of
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they are now being asked for advice by residents throughout the building.

Demolishing a home obliterates both individual and collective memories. For many, a process of
mourning follows. To this end, the Laboratory has also set up the Progetto della Memoria (Memory
Project) in collaboration with Careri’s course on architecture and urban design. Architect Maria
Rocco, together with residents, is photographing and drawing up plans of every home to be
demolished, as well as recording oral histories, so that memories can be preserved and passed on
to future generations. All of it is a testament to the ingenious ways that residents have designed

their way around the building to go about daily life.

Hopefully, the Green Kilometre will be just the start. In 2015, ATER, financed by the Regione Lazio,
launched Regenerare Corviale (Regenerating Corviale), a competition to restructure the ground
floor, won by another woman architect, Laura Peretti. That scheme focuses on renovating public
spaces, increasing the number of entrances, and reconnecting the building to the surrounding
neighborhood. Peretti’s project has not yet begun, but work on the Green Kilometer is ongoing,

despite stringent lockdown measures. Currently, 21 families have moved into new flats.

The debate on demolishing vs. restoring postwar public-housing projects has raged for years. It’s a
debate that is likely to heat up in our post-pandemic, carbon-footprint-anxious age. Now that
Lacaton & Vassal are Pritzker Prize winners, perhaps their operating dictum will carry increasing
weight: “Never demolish, never remove or replace, only add, transform, and reuse.” Certainly, the
Laboratorio Citta Corviale indicates a new path forward, encouraging universities to take an active
role—together with citizens— in urban regeneration by setting up shop in town. The stakes are high

at Corviale, but for now, the Green Kilometer, illuminated at night, signals some hope for the future.
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The legacy of the Modernist movement is a complicated one. Spanning a diverse assortment of

fiercely debated sub-categories and styles, the Modernist style has established its presence in Asia

virtually every continent. Although the movement’s origins may be rooted in Europe and the U.S,
outside of the Eurocentric canon architects have redefined and re-established what the definition More Articles »
of a “Modernist” building is. In Sri Lanka, for example, architect Geoffrey Bawa’s sensitive, nature-

inspired architectural responses gave rise to the “Tropical Modernism” label. Over in the African

continent, it is in the East-African country of Tanzania that some highly unique examples of MOST VISITED

Modernist architecture are found - headed by architects Anthony Almeida and Beda Amuli.
All Good Architecture

Of Goan origin, Anthony Almeida was born in and raised in Tanzania’s commercial hub of Dar es Leaks: A Five Point Guide

Salaam. Going on to study architecture at the prestigious Sir J.J School of Architecture in Mumbai,

Modernist figures such as Le Corbusier, Frank Lloyd Wright, and Alvar Aalto figured heavily in his

university education, providing a framework within which he built his own architectural principles. 7-Eleven Offices /

Concluding his architectural education in 1948, Almeida headed back to Dar es Salaam, where in a GroupGSA

few years, he was able to start his own architecture firm.

Almeida’s “breakthrough” came in 1955 when Almeida got an offer from the Goan community to
Paris XIl Apartments /

design a co-educational primary school for 500 students. Approval for the scheme had to come .
MARS Architectes

from the British colonial government - meaning that Almeida had to show his proposed scheme to

the Director of Education of the colonial administration. The British planning bureaucracy,

however, was quite conservative, and Almeida had to defend his ‘very Modern’ and ‘radical’ scheme

for the school. Known as St. Xavier’s Primary School, it exemplified Almeida’s climate-

responsiveness and modern functionalism, featuring elevated classrooms held up by structural

columns and a muted palette of materials. The distinctive shape of the floor plan, with washrooms MOST VISITED PRODUCTS

placed away from the main building - reminded the Director overseeing his design of ‘an airplane’.
Curtain Walls|Reynaers

Aluminium Save

Home Projects Products Folders Feed

https://www.archdaily.com/960564/the-global-legacy-of-modernism-in-tanzania?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=articles-article-show 1/8


https://www.archdaily.com/tag/modernism
https://www.archdaily.com/country/sri-lanka
https://www.archdaily.com/770481/spotlight-geoffrey-bawa
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/tropical-modernism
https://www.archdaily.com/country/tanzania
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/anthony-almeida
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/anthony-almeida
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/tanzania
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/dar-es-salaam
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/architecture
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/mumbai
https://www.archdaily.com/931129/12-important-modernist-styles-explained?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=related-article&ad_content=960564
https://www.archdaily.com/960564/the-global-legacy-of-modernism-in-tanzania/6082a004f91c813357000197-the-global-legacy-of-modernism-in-tanzania-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/author/matthew-maganga
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv-Fe_f5NurMfT1DBaU_-pj47W0CEnYsxtoXsVSifjep8_cXmjGNlO0ZX_9kC_1Voy4v8DLLCMqnshCM2tAFRUdPbUB4eWtRdSSTQzRBtbAeML_UaNzZ1UsAX-dlIoHAbYIUudpUk0wDH39MAR8Rws8mmI6dmcQA9we2GDg0xuVLrbFsaRfotXEBMMQY9mcXWBMAqxCT_I-G__nfSzq0gNhInS6ipBUlOk_vas0QpVpcqREfrzg_CQshwpCrwzEj3sV5kwTktZDSFEmVU-qVgsSCivytgGLPYSDSGIYzLgHoD7PDfUDkkECLvrw3mY5AV2rhoIIwbSNeDgCzqsiy3qrrAJ9iu5eCEW-37t8iGtmRSpUnWebZO9aiE05Q941RCsN0IC8tcV1ADLkXr-GFb3tLY6iYpkzS1FRyjvHG6p3_rLUJMgAaB92MGNhuOeW9TJPcMW3yFnmVFePVq0W7N4ofJfvDCRke4DRQ3J6Jt-PtQSegz9S-1sr2xrG-1XxuTwiAeB9CjHhMkTw1t_TMRE7Ji1fLogIZTXsTsX5_bjSpwbDCi07BxorlD835xrCl7_TfMEZGSLAR_MON9Fp2gC8bqfPemshDPyL2SMMPi34HDfNL3XSlNYBIvpYQt-zfTVZYE1DNfR1a1F5Bf3gAjDisSIktPc1OFRwJXBU13TwnULa7gXPTWeMxfHl8_dGeZOEu1ujnz3gFjKK1E37dQMQoqogYqYXBCIm_n82E4FtP1opgj0BXPFNsJJ1g8vONg04RlaQsw8kr_SqAn_1jqAOHxqoOg1yEbGoITa0oU4wiYppqI5cJyDj9-B5qmktobUkPZqZGjnuaWNKvV86NTj6DtVR7sFn-BmA6CJMyJuUFy5YP9cvQ64Tajv5UzLEAH5fgBvcx1PHDeKbziHftEvBR9OqFmIGrL78gx7nxvYdftu9mXaSEnZEfFUYu1x3RP-gwfkxucqHB64toHL6E3I8-0HZaG2KtwHBgu8zIAU5ZjQYIbLzEfOs3coYyGHBQHb_glxHmd3acS033uJOpxcVnmK0RoQx3hebmhabH18eQnbCxvA35_yUtT0k2GuYtEtEYtj7vcIc8OeVoo9MHoI5VubwdVzo1uh6vf9upNWldUfo9Flb7AuomsELlUzW3Qa3CPPC5Kcv3-yP1SK3tYUgforxTtVDe96ojiv38EdsoYCSq3X8jOobOJDEgrsxHJ37D92lf9cILHfdNK2Jh6FcuK-mCygK3AP7dg&sai=AMfl-YTgSqs1eqwJoo03fOcHNXi0H4vfuQozV3uCeFWWqNvvtqZIFGvLBUPoT5PzRc5oyqCynD1n8kX-8BXmregHOoOS1QSJ0_XetvSK3--PHT-Yc_NG4whaPyghnFv8Y4rVxsxSf8PTiR0OzhYJhogzVzQo-6hCD_CKf_dqjlf_iaswOQgfFbP9F-7QHYhr3b9U-3ZoOldj1ZTiz5AegWn0aoeVWXeoqtlBtkbIUohHRs2F41FWIXBwreYnqNFSj2bS4m685jpZjvKW-QsIq72TVb_vrfJo9OEw1JbpswCIp0_-w0OQVH1VOId4VDVrsiHe_tgMN8fZBkEPOUip6EyR78rBMxtMmXnrfqOaTTaujnBNv0XwJkC7fGjKPv-bNJBgjQI00A&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNysSVTl2p6I&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://business.linkedin.com/marketing-solutions/cx/20/06/do-business-on-linkedin%3Futm_source%3DDisplay%26utm_medium%3DCPM%26utm_content%3D148675711%26utm_term%3D275387988%26veh%3DLMS_DV360_24265093_148675711_275387988%26src%3Dgo-dp%26trk%3Dsem_lms_gaw%26mcid%3D6612427885674319929%26camid%3D24265093%26asid%3D470869165%26crid%3D148675711%26ends%3D1%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://www.archdaily.com/articles
https://www.archdaily.com/960672/from-empty-grids-to-interactive-playgrounds-parking-lots-and-their-evolving-identities?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=articles-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/960672/from-empty-grids-to-interactive-playgrounds-parking-lots-and-their-evolving-identities?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=articles-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/960481/replacing-asphalt-can-build-a-more-sustainable-and-open-city?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=articles-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/960481/replacing-asphalt-can-build-a-more-sustainable-and-open-city?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=articles-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/960487/the-eastern-influences-that-shaped-soviet-architecture-in-central-asia?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=articles-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/960487/the-eastern-influences-that-shaped-soviet-architecture-in-central-asia?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=articles-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/960548/all-good-architecture-leaks-a-five-point-guide?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/960548/all-good-architecture-leaks-a-five-point-guide?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/935877/7-eleven-offices-groupgsa?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/935877/7-eleven-offices-groupgsa?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/960833/paris-xii-apartments-mars-architectes?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/960833/paris-xii-apartments-mars-architectes?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us/products/11877/curtain-walls-reynaers-aluminium?ad_source=nimrod&ad_medium=widget&ad_content=most_visited_products
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us/products/11877/curtain-walls-reynaers-aluminium?ad_source=nimrod&ad_medium=widget&ad_content=most_visited_products
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us/products/7005/wood-cladding-dry-internal-parklex?ad_source=nimrod&ad_medium=widget&ad_content=most_visited_products
https://www.archdaily.com/960564/the-global-legacy-of-modernism-in-tanzania
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us

29.4.2021 The Global Legacy of Modernism in Tanzania | ArchDaily

Thermowood
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Post-independence in Tanzania saw the design of Anthony Almeida’s own residence in 1963 - an
unassuming, muted, structure. Situated near the beach, it is almost unnoticeable from the main
road which runs directly outside it. It consists of three narrow single-story volumes which are
staggered - and their positioning makes it so as the wind can pass through all the rooms. The free
ground plan of the residence allows the building to be able to have three zones - covering the

activities of leisure, dining, and sleeping - without hard barriers between them.
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The residence also utilizes a horizontal canopy and vertical apron for solar shading - with the gap
in-between allowing air to circulate. The bedrooms are placed on an elevated level towards the
back of the house, and a wooden bridge (numbered 7 on the floor plan) connects two covered

volumes of the house, almost resembling a stream.

In conjunction with the increasing emergence of Almeida’s projects was the emergence of another
Tanzanian architect - Beda Amuli. The first black African to open an architecture practice in all of
East and Central Africa, Amuli studied at the Israel Institute of Technology, starting his own practice
in 1970. Arguably the most iconic of his designs was realized in 1973 - Kariakoo Market. Designed in
a Brutalist style, Amuli’s concept for the design was an African market under the covering shade of
trees. Amuli’s challenge was to translate the shape of a tree — with its stem and branches, into a
sturdy, concrete structure. The result was a highly distinct concrete structure, reminiscent of the

work of Mexican architect Felix Candela.
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the ‘trees’ of the African market. Several levels are made use of in the structure - goods deliveries
taking place on the cooler basement level, while the area for sales is located two floors above
ground. The central staircase creates a chimney effect, which transports hot air into the roof, from
where it can escape through the offset between the shading ‘tree crowns’. The environmental
considerations of the design are underscored by the multi-purpose use of the sunshades, which
collect rainwater used in running the market. The sculptural building is a landmark of its own today

and serves as a unique backdrop to Dar es Salaam’s busiest market.

Almeida and Amuli passed away in 2019 and 2016 respectively, but their Modernist legacy lives on.
Their body of work is far greater than what was outlined above, each of them realizing hundreds of
projects in their lifetimes. In a city, and country, with an eclectic mixture of architectural styles,
Almeida and Amuli’s architecture provides a useful starting point to understanding the enduring

legacy of the Modernist movement in the African continent.

Image gallery
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Wood - Solid Wood Grill Ceilings Architectural
& Walls | Hunter Douglas
Architectural (Europe) MESSAGE THE MANUFACTURER
Name
Share

Email
Country/Region
City

Branch

Architecture Interior Design
End User Contractor / House Builder
Other

Type of request

Price/Quote Catalog Information

Message

Let Hunter Douglas Architectural (Europe) know
about your specific requirements such as quantity,
size, color or delivery times.

Hello Hunter Douglas Architectural (Europe),
I'm interested to know more info about
Price/Quote.

Use Interior ceilings and wall
systems
Applications Corporate, retail, hospitality,

healthcare, educational,
residential
Characteristics ~ Environmentally friendly,

Representatives from Hunter Douglas Architectural
flexible design, high acoustic (Europe) will respond to you via e-mail. By sending this
message you agree to the T&C
performance, made-to-

measure solutions

More about this product

Hunter Douglas Architectural's Solid Wooden Grill
system consists of wooden slats that are secured to
each other with an aluminum dowel. These
assembled slats form the grill panel, which can be
produced in various lengths and widths. A wide
range of wood species is available, all with their own
characteristics. The system is easy to install and
allows the ceiling to be demountable and provides

easy access to the plenum.
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feel. Wood is a natural product that is alive, it
breaths and with its own characteristics is suitable
for a wide range of design solutions. Wood is
environmentally friendly and is the only building
material that is 100% CO2 neutral, and totally
recyclable. The advantage of the system is that itis a
made-to-measure solution, meaning no cutting
adjustments are required at site, significantly

reducing the installation time and cost.

Characteristics:

e Made to measure solutions, produced as per
project dimensions and requirements

e Projects are technically supported and
developed, providing a perfect fit at site

¢ High acoustic performance with acoustic mat

e Reaction to fire classification B-s2,d0
according to EN 13501-1 (higher classification
upon request)

¢ Budget and design flexibility due to freedom
in slat size and gap.

¢ Anall-natural and sustainable wooden

ceilings solution with FSC/PEFC certification

Ceiling Solution:

The Solid Wood Grill ceiling system consists of solid
wooden panels, connected with a metal dowel. With
a metal clip, the dowel is connected to the carrier,
ensuring a rigid fixation. The male/female
connection creates a seamless joint between the

grills in one direction.

¢ Full demountable system

Quick installation with metal clips
¢ Curved and undulating shapes possible

o Slatsizeis fully customizable

Wall Solution:

The installation of the Solid Wood Grill wall panels
is easily done, by clicking the dowel into the wall
clips, which are mounted on a substructure or wall.

The grills can be installed horizontally or vertically.

¢ Quick installation with the dowel that snaps
onto the wall clips

¢ Installation in horizontal and vertical direction
possible

o Slatsize s fully customizable

Wood Species and Finishes:
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Poplar, Maple or Ayous.

The wooden slats may have a planed, fine-sawn and
rough-sawn surface finish. The wooden panels are
finished as standard with high-quality varnish to

protect the wood against moisture, dust, and dirt.

Other wood species are available upon request.

For more information regarding the available colors,

click here to see the complete Wood Species and

Finishes Selector.

Please find more detailed information here.

HunterDouglas &
Architectural

LATEST PROJECTS WITH THIS PRODUCT:

Library of Bir...  Saint-Isidore. ...

RELATED PRODUCTS

Metal Ceiling - V100
V200
Hunter Douglas

Metal Ceilings - Linear
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Hunter Douglas

Home Projects
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Hunter Douglas
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Hunter Douglas
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Hunter Douglas
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Hunter Douglas

Products
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Hunter Douglas
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