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Alternative northern rail plan tabled to link HS2 and NPR via underground stations

05 MAR, 2021

BY CATHERINE KENNEDY

An alternative Northern rail proposal has been tabled which would link High Speed 2 (HS2) and Northern

Powerhouse Rail (NPR) and include underground stations in major cities such as Leeds and Manchester.

The Trans-Britain Railway plan - put forward by Expedition Engineering and architects Weston
Williamson & Partners (WW&P) — emphasises the opportunity to combine the northern section of

HS2 (phase 2) and NPR to deliver “real value”.

The scheme proposes a single integrated railway north of Crewe that achieves the objectives of both

projects in "a more efficient and affordable manner".

Expedition Engineering director Alistair Lenczner explained: “We'’re totally in agreement with the

objective of HS2 and NPR but we think there’s a better way of doing it as a single joined up project.

“We're imagining that, north of Crewe, the Trans-Britain Railway would bring together all the
objectives of HS2 and NPR into one integrated project which is a more cost-effective solution and

better value for money.”
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Trans-Britain Railway and HS2 comparison (Credit: WW&P/Expedition)

The railway would allow train services to travel from Manchester towards Crewe on HS2
infrastructure and towards Preston on HS2 and Network Rail infrastructure. Initially terminating at
Liverpool Lime Street, it would eventually run into a new underground through station in central

Liverpool, allowing onward connectivity to Southport.

This would not involve any changes to the proposed route of HS2. With the final route yet to be

revealed for NPR, Lenczner said the comparison here is more difficult to make.

“We still haven’t seen the published geographic route for NPR so we can’'t say how the Trans-Britain
Railway would differ,” he said. “We would be interested to see the plans but rather than wait, we

thought this is what it could be anyway.”

Delivering the proposal is estimated to cost between £30bn and £35bn - comparable with the
combined costs of the current proposals for NPR and HS2 Phase 2b east, according to Expedition and
WW&P.
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In terms of the current HS2 and NPR proposals, both companies believe a through station at

Manchester Piccadilly would be a better option than the currently-proposed terminus station.

This is a concept also reflected in the National Infrastructure Commission (NIC)’s Rail Needs
Assessment for the Midlands and North - published in December 2020 - which says that through
stations “offer better connectivity, capacity and operational efficiency in city centres than terminus

stations”.

Expedition and WW&P have already put forward a proposal for an underground through station at
Manchester Piccadilly, and the new Trans-Britain Railway proposal includes plans for a similar

underground through station at Leeds.

The new Leeds station would be integrated alongside the existing Network Rail station, providing

services to destinations such as Manchester, Liverpool and Preston in the west, and York, Hull and
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Newcastle to the North and East. It would also ofter up to four high speed trains per hour to London

via Manchester.

Its platforms would be constructed underground within a box parallel to the existing platforms of the
Network Rail station. The construction of the box would allow high speed trains to pass below the

River Aire, accommodated in a new culvert.

The new station could also encourage further development of the waterfront, supporting the broader

vision of a sustainable city and making the most of the city’s historic and natural assets.

"You've only got one chance to make a first impression,” Lenczner said. "This is a chance for people to

arrive in Leeds, come out of the station and the first thing they see is river frontage and the River Aire."

CURRENT PROPOSAL ALTERNATIVE PROPOSAL
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Proposed Leeds TBR and HS2 station comparison (Credit: WW&P/Expedition)

Using underground stations with tunnel approaches means disruption and demolition within existing

city centres is minimised. The Trans-Britain Railway line provides new tunnels where it passes through

/https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/alternative-northern-rail-plan-with-underground-stations-tabled-to-link-hs2-and-npr-05-03-2021  4/6



11.3.2021 Alternative northern rail plan tabled to link HS2 and NPR via underground stations - New Civil Engineer
areas of high urban density or significant geographic relief, with tunnels under Warrington,

Manchester, the Pennines and Moor Head, for example.

The proposal also includes new intermediate stations, between the HS2 hubs of Manchester and Leeds,
suggesting stations at Warrington Bank Quay, Manchester Airport, Manchester Piccadilly, Rochdale
Parkway, Bradford Parkway and Leeds City. All of these would be through stations, offering

operational efficiency, improved connectivity and increased capacity.

In addition to this, the plans include a new trans-Pennine tunnel between Manchester and Leeds, used
by high-speed intercity trains as well as fast regional trains, providing a new fast railway connection

between Shefhield and West Yorkshire.

Overall, Lenczner said the integrated approach allows new rail infrastructure to be “optimised in terms

of utilization and costs" and improves the environmental impact of the project.

WW&P founding partner Rob Naybour added: "Our proposal shows how HS2 and NPR can be
integrated to maximise benefits for the whole country, connecting through the centre of Manchester
and Leeds with high frequency services. The design of the new infrastructure helps to create humane
and vibrant places and make the most of existing assets. Our proposals for Leeds station show how the

historic waterfront and the River Aire could form a centrepiece of a sustainable city.

"The route shows similar connectivity and placemaking can be applied to the towns and regions each

side of the Pennines, which can also benefit from direct access to new high-speed network”.

Like what you ve read? To receive New Civil Engineer's daily and weekly newsletters click here.
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Open call: international architectural competition for
reconstruction of Railway Station, Central Station Square and
Public transport terminal in Vilnius, Lithuania

2 days ago

# Share

Vilnius city municipality, together with Lithuanian Railways (LTG), have just announced an open
international architectural competition for reconstruction of Railway Station, Central Station

Square and Public transport terminal in Vilnius, the capital city of Lithuania.

The participants will have to create an iconic and globally recognizable international railway
station project, offer a public transport service infrastructure that would represent Lithuania and
Vilnius in compliance with the highest quality standards, form an attractive station square, and
offer an idea for a viable and connecting Station district urban centre.

The entries will be evaluated by an international jury, prevailed by professional architects and
urban planners.

Our goal is that any person who arrives by train or bus to the city immediately sees that it is a
vibrant city of the future, and when they step into the station square or street, they will feel that the
city is cozy, green, and inspiring.

Projects for the reconstruction of stations in the world’s capital cities usually take place only once
in a century, so this is a historic opportunity to define a vision for future generations. The
partnership between the City and the businesses for regeneration of the station district reflects our
determination to open up previously closed industrial spaces for the city and to adapt them for the
people. Here we want to create such spaces that correspond to the best examples of Western
European railway stations, and the station would not only be a start or the end point of travel, but
also a new attraction centre with leisure and service spaces, comfortable connections for

pedestrians, cyclists, and everyone choosing comfortable and eco-friendly trips by train.

Calendar:
Registration - until 31st of May, 2021

Questions and answers - until 24th of May, 2021
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Prize: First place - €50 000 (fifty thousand), second place - €30 000 (thirty thousand), and third P Copper Surface

Classic|TECU®

place - €20 000 (twenty thousand). The participants in the fourth and the fifth place will receive

prizes amounting to €10 000 (ten thousand) each.

Access to the competition documents, registration:

lmirkimai eviecieiinirkimai ; ; —o = Porcelain Tiles -
https://pirkimai.eviesiejipirkimai.lt/ctm/Supplier/PublicPurchase/564299/0/0?returnUrl=&b=PPO

Metallic|Aparici

Title

Open call: international architectural competition for reconstruction of Railway Station, Central
Station Square and Public transport terminal in Vilnius, Lithuania

Type

Competition Announcement (Built Projects & Masterplans)

Website

http://www.vilniusconnect.lt

Organizers

Vilnius city municipality, together with Lithuanian Railways (LTG)

Submission Deadline

May 31,2021 12:00 AM

Venue

Vilnius

Price

Free

Organizers: The international competition is initiated by LTG, which manages the railway network
in Lithuania, LTG Infra and Vilnius City Municipality. The competition procedure is being organized

by the Lithuanian Association of Architects and the consulting company Civitta.
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Architecture Competitions

This competition was submitted by an ArchDaily user. If you'd like to submit a competition, call for
submissions or other architectural 'opportunity' please use our "Submit a Competition" form. The
views expressed in announcements submitted by ArchDaily users do not necessarily reflect the

views of ArchDaily.

Cite: "Open call: international architectural competition for reconstruction of Railway Station, Central Station
Square and Public transport terminal in Vilnius, Lithuania" 08 Mar 2021. ArchDaily. Accessed 11 Mar 2021.
<https://www.archdaily.com/958124/open-call-international-architectural-competition-for-reconstruction-of-
railway-station-central-station-square-and-public-transport-terminal-in-vilnius-lithuania> ISSN 0719-8884
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QS Reveals the World's Top Universities for Architecture in

2021

Written by Christele Harrouk

3 days ago

# Share

Every year in March, the QS World University Rankings reveal the top universities to study each

profession, covering 51 different subjects. Grading schools based on academic reputation,

employer reputation, and research impact, the annual QS- Quacquarelli Symonds has unveiled that

for the second year in a row, in the 2021 Architecture/ Built Environment division, the

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) is still in the first position.

In this edition, UCL went up a position to take second place while the Delft University of Technology

in the Netherlands moved to third. ETH Zurich and Harvard maintained fourth and fifth positions,

just like the previous year. In addition, The National University of Singapore (NUS) made a huge

leap, from the 12th position in 2020 to the 6th for this year.

Read on to discover the 50 first universities for Architecture/ Built Environment studies in 2021. To

check the rest of the list, go to the official website of the QS World University Rankings.

Related Article

QS Reveals the World's Top Universities for Architecture in 2020

Home

Projects

Products

MORE ARCHITECTURE NEWS

MOST VISITED

Pritzker Prize 2021
Winner To Be Announced
Tuesday, March 16th

"It's All About Simplifying
Things": In Conversation
With Johansen Skovsted
Arkitekter

SOM and TnS Studio

Design Community Hub
for Chicago’s South Side

More Architecture News »

Glass Link House / Scott |
Edwards Architecture

MiG Prize 2021 - Call for
Submission

Waratah Secondary
House / anthrosite

MOST VISITED PRODUCTS

(]

Folders

Feed

... atest/stadium-expansions-that-could-support-uk-and-ireland-2030-world-cup-bid-08-03-202https://www.archdaily.com/958034/harriet-pattison-3-i-burrix  1/4


https://www.archdaily.com/tag/rankings
https://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings/university-subject-rankings/2021/architecture?utm_medium=website&utm_source=archdaily.com
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/massachusetts-institute-of-technology
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/ucl
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/delft-university
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/eth-zurich
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/harvard
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/national-university-of-singapore
https://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings/university-subject-rankings/2021/architecture?utm_medium=website&utm_source=archdaily.com
https://www.archdaily.com/935325/qs-reveals-the-worlds-top-universities-for-architecture-in-2020?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=related-article&ad_content=958169
https://www.archdaily.com/958169/qs-reveals-the-worlds-top-universities-for-architecture-in-2021/6045dda8f91c81a26d000357-qs-reveals-the-worlds-top-universities-for-architecture-in-2021-image
https://www.archdaily.com/author/christele-harrouk
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv0IzY9a5ZiFvpeMdgNFBco8XFoc-CFVAv1NHRpnnirArKmVKrchJMnk8fOe59IBQ0nsPTCkGePUjHOpPjlpJl0b-qW4_2P9F_HDRbZCrEy6BybNQ34rWxidMfP71o1RA8QFrOuQyeHGWgZzjy_-qXqd7BCCwZLtbeQ2L-XBLE2jbg2tH5SH49fFup9I-oZrhecvf_3Z6FetcZUlHRhNCDbT1MLi9EjbFWIfWrp9EBeOd_2cyX8686iS-S3Qc9LizzmlcbdS__GzTuUbi4xgq1aYTCa-4_ZBUyk0e35ANb11O0DWNNyCbJZFpU0FZjrTY9-CdVaUSjfa37uN6ng7GpxS9KnbA7HW5eiyJoNHXCPjnVeAzVaT2umjtQI1k8APAENIqSy-iS71ev3SKO79Vgd4UGCJlD9NayGhgeiW56B1rCNVLQVBr8Rp3H26T8HM9sids38C5iswLOOhusBmexCs-34xl8uW2y2AZsrxXOhv1AK2ZfOqZvbt-G15bCvdK9hJYkQTOn_fWjWGJ1UIbtrQiuxcVnXIpCrFgISRYbWM3Akqt02pSplfInKAOaIB3PL8gZ4x9QT3pN5dK9lobqi-3BKD8kttavVFW-l3B4Afi6p5VnPdzg5wnkkpeCoCNpJOdjkv0eDKn1L2fJMGt8cwknEeErUZQbE7ROUEyaTETai1Iwd8QnsDYIvWxZtwcZESDt5ZXmEIiJNyiMLpX4HtMZuvL938kYtawq3ZYwYYrbQMfuvoxwYpmSBk_svYKUWoqzn8RS0pvVACOA2GzrjS6ljdoU3a9Idy5K5mw4E6s9KDJFWpM-pnQpmeiGxt4DaGclZZx_5zf9fy9mMbKTzFKa9ao0fQSx85KQnR6DaNww8h8pDY2mkEAYbo3y5WH62GYzXSz-WFwaKnEuU0mdSOQSWHCYqN8wDPY-_glbZq9Rr8a-Su7VovQcouaeRmnsD_76bgeXgGBZ8TNxkSPmE6QP12NdfCwbWcuL4hMoReSuxtBdEQj3Nu90GM_dvW8DfMlCfZl1VG-jNdu7MEz8aa8phVUaYeSsPogEYXex4lkwVSXJKSvnulEBMtgJk2TrW_uZBxHuMbZ_5Y-sX7Zhl9KmWrBjBPPMevwlYbNMMdh4kDgN3QVYGATf3cZawzEYfH5Pc_rxVk8iIGN91l2u9&sai=AMfl-YTVx0Yj5EnMGaJMtFCPIiEKSTrmRvyFKOsifTXayJXeh779m-jrB0vSfWW1r3O_K0XONnpVBuSnmNU_QmFUWeKWrWJy0iQjS2PrOW-u4-fUjLfBY36NVwO0Bmv6poBaL_IEgU1fiDLF5QgKsDyK0YUetc2zp-VQmOSSouZmGrn-iGxY3eLrVuPuogjmjnfK2sl5RU0HbT09kxWd0VXmedqQAt2gAkkJKi421W6gCiEuJUh2AuFRDWbhDZHRvBiJzJA8bc0wIETjDjUis04IVIrdS_H5EJUnaV_frwtAZ4LpTK6XemN_6pn2qH2mccbwrpf9a7CY8EebAvL_84zBlw5Q8RwlhqnPc6ZUthCSw0MHqU2AmrcysUerNtbqmo4iwu0pQQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJKsjM9V0Dsd&urlfix=1&adurl=https://business.linkedin.com/marketing-solutions/cx/20/06/advertising-where-business-is-done%3Futm_source%3DDisplay%26utm_medium%3DCPM%26utm_content%3D134270493%26utm_term%3D275387988%26veh%3DLMS_DV360_24265093_134270493_275387988%26src%3Dgo-dp%26trk%3Dsem_lms_gaw%26mcid%3D6612427885674319949%26camid%3D24265093%26asid%3D470869165%26crid%3D134270493%26ends%3D1%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://www.archdaily.com/architecture-news
https://www.archdaily.com/957998/pritzker-prize-2021-winner-to-be-announced-in-early-march?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=architecture-news-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/957998/pritzker-prize-2021-winner-to-be-announced-in-early-march?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=architecture-news-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/957909/its-all-about-simplifying-things-in-conversation-with-johansen-skovsted-arkitekter?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=architecture-news-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/957909/its-all-about-simplifying-things-in-conversation-with-johansen-skovsted-arkitekter?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=architecture-news-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/958231/som-and-tns-studio-design-community-hub-for-chicagos-south-side?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=architecture-news-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/958231/som-and-tns-studio-design-community-hub-for-chicagos-south-side?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=architecture-news-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/958007/glass-link-house-scott-edwards-architects?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/958007/glass-link-house-scott-edwards-architects?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/957285/mig-prize-2021-call-for-submission?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/957285/mig-prize-2021-call-for-submission?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/958261/waratah-secondary-house-anthrosite?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/958261/waratah-secondary-house-anthrosite?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us/products/10618/click-facade-system-technowood?ad_source=nimrod&ad_medium=widget&ad_content=most_visited_products
https://www.archdaily.com/958169/qs-reveals-the-worlds-top-universities-for-architecture-in-2021
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us

11.3.2021 QS Reveals the World's Top Universities for Architecture in 2021 | ArchDaily

Copper Surface -
Classic|TECU®

Porcelain Tiles -
Metallic|Aparici

1-Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) - USA

2-UCL-UK

3- Delft University of Technology - Netherlands

4-ETH Zurich - Swiss Federal Institute of Technology - Switzerland
5-Harvard University - USA

6- National University of Singapore (NUS) - Singapore
7-University of California, Berkeley (UCB) - USA

8-Tsinghua University - China

9- University of Cambridge - UK

10-Politecnico di Milano - Italy

11-Manchester School of Architecture - UK

12-EPFL - Switzerland

13-Tongji University - China

14-Columbia University - USA

14-The University of Hong Kong - Hong Kong, China

16-The University of Tokyo - Japan

17-University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) - USA

18-The Hong Kong Polytechnic University - Hong Kong, China
19-KTH Royal Institute of Technology - Sweden

20-Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya - BarcelonaTech - Spain

21-The University of Sydney - Australia

22-Technische Universitat Berlin (TU Berlin) - Germany
23-Georgia Institute of Technology - USA

23-Technical University of Munich - Germany

23-The University of Melbourne - Australia

26-Cornell University - USA

27-The University of Sheffield - UK

28-RMIT University - Australia

28-University of Pennsylvania - USA

30-University of British Columbia - Canada

31-Seoul National University - South Korea Save

31-University of Michigan-Ann Arbor - USA
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36-KU Leuven - Belgium

37-Cardiff University - UK

37-Tokyo Institute of Technology (Tokyo Tech) - Japan
37-Universidad Politécnica de Madrid - Spain
40-University of Texas at Austin - USA

41-Pontificia Universidad Catoélica de Chile (UC) - Chile
42-Aalto University - Finland

43-Peking University - China

44-Chalmers University of Technology - Sweden
45-McGill University - Canada

46-Nanyang Technological University - Singapore
46-University of Toronto - Canada

48- Shanghai Jiao Tong University - China
48-Universidade de Sdo Paulo - Brazil

50-Tianjin University - China
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Smart motorways | Millions spent by Highways England in bid to educate public

08 MAR, 2021  BY CATHERINE KENNEDY

EXCLUSIVE
More than half of the £4.5M that Highways England has spent publicising smart motorways was spent in

the last two years, it can be revealed.

Figures obtained by NCE via a freedom of information request show that Highways England spent just
£228,000 on its campaign to inform the public how to use smart motorways when the first major all-

lane running smart motorways were introduced in 2014.

By way of comparison, Highways England spent £1.3M in 2019 and a further £999,000 in 2020 (see
full breakdown below).
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The safety of smart motorways — where the hard shoulder has been replaced by a live lane - has been
repeatedly called into question. Last month, Highways England was referred to the Crown Prosecution

Service (CPS) for manslaughter in connection with the death of a woman on a smart motorway.

Senior police officers and road industry professionals are now questioning if the campaign to educate

the public on the use of smart motorways could have been handled differently.

AA head of roads policy Jack Cousens said: “The change from traditional to smart motorways is

arguably one of the biggest changes on the strategic road network in modern times.

“Such a significant change should have sparked a major public awareness campaign from the
beginning to help educate and inform drivers what they were and how to use them. However, this

didn’t happen and Highways England have been playing catch up ever since.”

Smart motorways campaign expenditure 2014-2020

Year Budget
2014 £228,000
2015 £350,000
2016 £288,000
2017 £920,000
2018 £495,000
2019 £1,300,000
2020 £999,000
Total £4,580,000

Cousens highlighted that a "high level public awareness campaign” was included as one of the 18
points to help improve the safety of smart motorways following the stocktake of smart motorway

safety last March.

“When launched, we hope it has the desired affect and helps drivers understand how these new roads

work,” he said.

Meanwhile, South Yorkshire police and crime commissioner Dr Alan Billings said that roads should
not need marketing campaigns in order to be safe, and described the amount of money spent on

educating the public about smart motorways as “astonishing”.
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“It seems to me that there is something wrong if the safety of people on our major roads is so
dependent on their being ‘educated’ This further suggests that there are inherent and constant dangers

with these roads,” he said.

“I would also be concerned because the M1 in South Yorkshire sees a considerable volume of heavy

good vehicles from abroad and any attempt to educate drivers would have to take that into account.

“We should be making driving safe without having to resort to advertising and marketing. In fact, I

would see the safety of roads in inverse proportion to the amount of advertising thought necessary”’

Earlier this month, MPs launched a new inquiry into the benefits and dangers of smart motorways.
The Commons transport select committee will investigate a further rise in annual deaths, after

claiming that public confidence in the roads is faltering.

Transport committee chair Huw Merriman said that while statistical evidence does show lower death

rates on smart motorways than on conventional motorways, “this message isn’'t reaching the public”

He said that enhanced safety measures or a public awareness campaign could help but also conceded

that government policy may need to be rethought.

A previous transport committee inquiry into all-lane running smart motorways in 2016 called for the

conversions to be paused as the safety risks had not been fully addressed.

The report said there should be more driver education, greater enforcement of traffic rules and more
emergency refuge areas. However MPs later said the government had “blatantly ignored” their safety

concerns.

Transport secretary Grant Shapps has defended smart motorways but last month he conceded that
they should be safer. As such, he said that the rollout of the SVD technology would be “sped up” across
all of Highways England’s 800km smart motorway network.

Meanwhile in July of last year, NCE revealed that Highways England safety evaluations of recently

completed smart motorways showed a rise in serious collisions after upgrade work was finished.
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In addition to its marketing spend, Highways England has allocated £4.75M to its vehicle checks

campaign between 2017 and 2020, and £2.5M to its space invader (close following) campaign between

2018 and 2020.

Like what you 've read? To receive New Civil Engineer's daily and weekly newsletters click here.
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Stadium expansions that could support UK and Ireland 2030 World Cup bid

08 MAR, 2021 ‘ BY ROB HORGAN

"

If Boris Johnson gets his way then football will be coming home in 2030.

With fans desperate to get back into stadiums, the prospect of a UK and Ireland 2030 World Cup has

got football supporters salivating.
In 2030, FIFA's World Cup will be played between 48 teams, meaning 16 stadiums will be needed.

Under FIFA’s rules each stadium would need to hold at least 40,000 fans, with 60,000-seater venues

needed for the semi-finals and an 80,000-seater arena needed to host the final.

Wembley, the Millennium Stadium and London’s Olympic Stadium (known as the London Stadium)
will of course host their fair share of the tournament - as will Old Trafford, The Tottenham Hotspur
Stadium and the Aviva Stadium in Ireland (although it will need a new name due to FIFA's rules on

sponsorship).

But there are also plenty of stadium projects to build new stadiums or expand existing grounds which

would boost the chance of a bid being accepted.

Everton Stadium

Plans for Everton Football Club's new stadium at Bramley-Moore Dock were given the go-ahead by

Liverpool City Council’s planning committee last month, paving the way for construction of the new
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52,000-seater stadium.

The LCC report includes a number of conditions to granting the application. These include the
redevelopment of Goodison Park beginning within three years from the first use of Bramley-Moore

Dock, the repair of the hydraulic engine house and provision of agreed ecological mitigation measures.

It also encourages fans to embrace sustainable transport modes when travelling to the proposed

stadium.

The Premier League club hopes to host games at the Bramley-Moore Dock site as early as 2024, giving
it plenty of time to be ready for the 2030 World Cup.

The stadium has been designed by MEIS architects and engineers BuroHappold, with Laing O'Rourke
lined up to build the stadium if it gets the go-ahead.

The proposed stadium has also been designed to withstand floods for the next 100 years.

Stamford Bridge

The revamp of Chelsea’s Stamford Bridge stadium remain firmly on ice as things stand.

However, changes made to planning legislation last year mean Chelsea’s planning permission remains
in place for a few more months — although a decision would be needed pretty quickly to get things

back up and running.

Work has never got underway at the site after Chelsea owner Roman Abramovich pulled the project

after its estimated cost rose from £500,000 to an estimated £1bn.

Under the original plan drawn up by WSP, the existing 41,600-seater stadium in west London would
be demolished to make way for the construction of the new 60,000 capacity football stadium and an

ancillary stadium - meaning it could be a semi-final candidate.

The 6.2ha site is bounded by London Underground’s District line to the north-west, and the Southern
mainline railway to the east. Currently, these lines are in open air cuttings, but to increase the capacity
of the stadium, decks would be built over the top of the lines to allow the footprint of the stadium to

be increased.
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Under the plans, the roof of the stadium would be supported by 264 radial steel roof trusses that will
span 50m over the stadium bowl. The trusses are supported by a steel tension ring arrangement which

is supported by the same number of vertical concrete columns around the stadium’s perimeter.

The main columns around the perimeter of the structure would then be clad in brick.

St James’ Park

What many consider to be the true home of football, a World Cup without St James' Park doesn’t bear

thinking about.

The current 52,000-seater stadium would be a front runner to host matches in it's current guise,
however there are also lofty expansion plans in the pipeline - albeit contingent on Mike Ashley ‘getting

out of our club’ (as the Geordie faithful will encourage when the fans return to their rightful place).

If a takeover does go through it is understood that a demolition and rebuild of the ground could soon

follow.

The brainchild of engineer and architect John Henry, the plan would involve demolishing the existing

ground, flipping it 90 degrees and rebuilding a 70,000-seater, Tottenham-style development.

It’s understood that the plans were shared with Amanda Staveley during the long-running takeover
saga that fizzled out into nothing. Whether or not any other prospective takeover bidders would be

keen remains to be seen.

Hampden Park

The Scottish stadium holds the European record for highest ever attendance as 149,547 witnessed

Scotland play England in 1937.
Due to host matches at Euro 2021 this summer, the stadium also is due to undergo a renovation,
which would include the pitch being lowered and stands bought closer to the pitch.

Elland Road
Leeds are back in the bigtime and all football fans are loving watching Biesla’s boys in action (well

most).
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A few more seasons in the Premier League and Leeds are likely to have the cash to fund previously-

mooted expansion plans.

Elland Road would have to be significantly redeveloped to stage World Cup matches, but plans are in

place to build new stands as part of a gradual renovation, bumping the capacity up to 50,000.

Anfield
Anfield has been redeveloped a number of times in recent years, with further plans to rebuild the

Anfield Road stand led by Mott MacDonald that would take capacity over 61,000.

Should Everton’s stadium be built before 2030 - as is expected — Merseyside could become central to

the UK and Ireland World Cup bid.

The Etihad
Manchester City’s 55,000-seater stadium would most likely be used as a World Cup stadium in it’s

current guise.

However, expansion plans - currently paused indefinitely — could be put back on the table in a bid to

play a more prominent role with the world watching.

The likely-to-be Premier League champions have previously outlined plans to expand the stadium’s

north stand since adding 6,000 extra seats to the east stand.

However chairman Khaldoon Al Mubarak put the brakes on the project during the height of the

pandemic.

City have played at the 55,000-capacity arena since 2003, with the stadium having been built initially

to stage the 2002 Commonwealth Games.

The additional 8,000 seats planned would make the stadium eligible to host semi-final games at the

World Cup which could be a driver for the club’s owners to act sooner rather than later.

Like what you ve read? To receive New Civil Engineer's daily and weekly newsletters click here.

Related articles
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