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A Social Distancing Plaza in the Netherlands and a City
without Cars in Italy: 10 Unbuilt Projects Submitted by our

Users

Written by Christele Harrouk

about 21 hours ago ~ Share

Looking at the urban environment, this week’s curated selection of the Best Unbuilt Architecture

highlights interventions in public spaces, submitted by the ArchDaily Community. Suitable for this

MOST VISITED

monthly topic, the article underlines worldwide approaches that tackle the challenges of these

areas through the introduction of innovative solutions.

Exploring a multitude of methods fitting for different contexts, this feature presents a tactical urban
strategy implemented in a neighborhood in Kosovo and micro-mobility measures in Italy. Other
projects evoke public approaches in private developments and enhanced historical and cultural
connections between parks, buildings, and cities. In addition, this roundup showcases conceptual

interventions that tackle social distancing and the challenges of the pandemic, in order to allow

people to move freely and safely across space.

Read on to discover 10 curated projects highlighting interventions in public spaces, along with their

project descriptions from the architects.
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Tactical methods are proven to be efficient methods for shaping urban environments, not only
financially but also execution wise. Such methods can also serve as an experimental phase before
the typical intervention can occur. This is why these methods were chosen for FOUN’TA’SY project
on Ulpiana neighborhood - Ulpiana itself being a neighborhood with many qualities: being the first
multistory residential neighborhood of Prishtina, having a central position to the city, and having

the greatest potential to initiate change for better.

ParkLANE

Elena Cantoni and Silvia Pusceddu

All over the world in many cities, the only realistic form of transportation is the CAR and the result is
a massive investment in roads, highways, parking... If we imagine a city without cars, traffic, noise
and air pollution it will open up completely new possibilities to rethink our way to live and move in

the city. Micro-mobility is the solution to reconfigure our cities.
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The intention of this study is to bring awareness to a critical site like Ballard Estate, in the Fort Area
because it has the opportunity of invoking a structured public approach to a commercial site. This
can be done at both levels, the macro-level with the overall planning and development, as well as

the micro-level by magnifying the minute details such as the provision of street elements that

complement the architectural style of the heritage buildings.

Artist/Artisan Studios and Public Park

Sycamore

Not an architecture, but a system. The Project Area identifies a connection perimeter between
historical and cultural presences and outstanding architectures of excellent quality, The Pyramid of
Cestius, the Aurelian walls, the non-Catholic cemetery, Monte Testaccio, and the post office
building, magnificent architecture of Italian Rationalism by the master Adalberto Libera. In this
context, the compositional lightness is a creative gesture, a hinge, a formal mediation that does not
want to compete with the architectures mentioned above. A project that does not subdue, but

dialogues with the context, qualitatively elevating itself.

Landscape_Fluxes
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The project "landscape_fluxes" was awarded the 2nd Prize at the Architectural Competition for
Salina Park in Larnaca, Cyprus. The central idea derives from the need to create a well-organized
area of urban nature in a mutual ‘osmosis’ between the park and the city. The project envisions a
field of landscape fluxes, a dynamic new landscape, a permeable green buffer zone of passages in

which osmotic relations can be developed from the city towards the new park.

Oasis-Playground

Studio Minorormajor

The ‘Oasis-playground’ project aims to remodel and rebrand an abandoned pharmaceutical
company's factory zone built in the 1980s. If it was an industrial site in the '80s that could solve
economic deficiencies, it is now a project that suggests that it can serve as a small oasis to solve
emotional deficiencies in the city as a playground where people can mingle, laugh, rest, and play

together.
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If we look into the urban environment as a living organism, with its circulatory systems, tissue
stratification, and matter metabolization, we start to understand why the generic urban patterns
from the Modern period weren’t completely effective, demonstrating why a better relationship
between natural and built environment needs to be the center of discussion for healthier cities. The
Abu Dhabi Skins Experiment aims to take advantage of the outstanding cooling properties of water
and photosynthesizing capacities of Spirulina Genus algae to create a modular urban-scale cooling
system, mitigating the urban heat island effect by attacking its key point generators, low-albedo

surfaces, anthropogenic heat, and air pollution.

Eight Pillars

TheeAe Limited

Home Projects Products Folders Feed

https://www.archdaily.com/956793/a-social-distancing-plaza-in-the-netherlands-and-a-city-without-cars-in-italy-10-unbuilt-projects-submitted-by-our-users  5/9


http://www.theeae.com/?utm_medium=website&utm_source=archdaily.com
https://www.archdaily.com/956793/a-social-distancing-plaza-in-the-netherlands-and-a-city-without-cars-in-italy-10-unbuilt-projects-submitted-by-our-users/6023ba89f91c81f8ad00065d-a-social-distancing-plaza-in-the-netherlands-and-a-city-without-cars-in-italy-10-unbuilt-projects-submitted-by-our-users-image
https://www.archdaily.com/956793/a-social-distancing-plaza-in-the-netherlands-and-a-city-without-cars-in-italy-10-unbuilt-projects-submitted-by-our-users/6023bb2ff91c818d7800065f-a-social-distancing-plaza-in-the-netherlands-and-a-city-without-cars-in-italy-10-unbuilt-projects-submitted-by-our-users-image
https://www.archdaily.com/956793/a-social-distancing-plaza-in-the-netherlands-and-a-city-without-cars-in-italy-10-unbuilt-projects-submitted-by-our-users
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us

11.2.2021 A Social Distancing Plaza in the Netherlands and a City without Cars in Italy: 10 Unbuilt Projects Submitted by our Users | ArchDaily

becomes a memorable experience for the communities. The starting point was a stepping stone on
the river. We found it’s interesting to use it as a general fulfillment of functional needs. Each stone
would be a platform, and it can be grouped together to form a continuous link bridge for people to
cross the river. The final form has been completed with 8 pillars of structure with 8 platforms. All
are combined and connected to form a contemporary bridge which also includes the park for

communities to enjoy the scenery of the river.

Physx Social Distancing Plaza

Cosimo Scotucci

Physx is the very first installation of its kind. It is the first model that allows people to move freely
and safely across space. It makes it possible to have interaction through social distancing. The
installation consists of a tight tend surface, made out of the elastic fiber, raised from the ground of
about 50cm. Once a person steps on the membrane, this one absorbs the pressure, bending in a
depression-like valley. The membrane stretches and reveals the inner fibers that are in different
colors. Automatically a colored “safe zone” of 1,5m with different intensity is generated around the

person, defining the distance that should be kept while interacting with the other people.

Aetheria Heights Plaza

Pieris. Architects
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waste policies. Through the detailed design of the individual elements to the design of the plaza
the architecture develops the eco-emotional intelligence of the users inducing them to adopt a

more ecological & healthy use of public space.
HOW TO SUBMIT AN UNBUILT PROJECT

We highly appreciate the input from our readers and are always happy to see more projects
designed by them. If you have an Unbuilt project to submit, click here and follow the guidelines.

Our curators will review your submission and get back to you in case it is selected for a feature.

This article is part of the ArchDaily Topic: Green. Every month we explore a topic in-depth through
articles, interviews, news, and projects. Learn more about our monthly topics. As always, at
ArchDaily we welcome the contributions of our readers; if you want to submit an article or project,

contact us.
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Damaged Staffordshire canal bridge could lead to ‘loss of life’, councillor warns

09 FEB, 2021 BY ROB HORGAN

A parish councillor has called for “urgent action” to be taken to save a heritage canal bridge in

Staffordshire from collapsing.

Cheddleton Parish Council chairman Mike Bowen warned that the Cheddleton canal bridge needs

urgent attention “before there is injury or loss of life”.

The listed canal bridge currently has a 7.5t vehicle weight restriction in place, however Bowen said that

this restriction is often ignored.
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The restriction was put in place after significant cracks appeared in the underside of the arch of the

canal bridge.

The bridge is owned by the Canal & River Trust and falls within Staffordshire County Council’s

jurisdiction.

“For several years, Cheddleton Parish Council has raised its concerns with Staffordshire County
Council, Staffordshire Police and the Canal and River Trust, demanded urgent action and suggested

pragmatic solutions,” Bowen said.

“Cheddleton Parish Council has consistently bombarded these authorities with a flood of photographs,
video footage and written evidence of vehicles flagrantly flouting the existing, clearly-marked, 7.5t

weight limit.
“Vehicles more than 30t have been witnessed going over the bridge.

“This evidence is being provided by extremely concerned and dedicated residents, to whom we all owe

an enormous debt of gratitude. Unfortunately, very little action has ensued.”

He added: “As there are significant cracks in the structure of the underside of the arch of the canal
bridge, the bridge should be closed to vehicles, or at least the towpath, until all preventative measures

have been installed.

“We all agree that this intolerable situation must be resolved before we lose an important feature of our

heritage, but even more importantly, before there is injury or loss of life.”

In response, Staffordshire County Council member for transport and highways David Williams said:
“We are in the process of installing advisory signs near the bridge to let heavy goods vehicle drivers

know about the weight restrictions.

“The signs are currently with the manufacturer and will be installed when ready and when resources

are available.
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“Highways teams have also provided temporary safety barriers until the signs are installed, and

continue to monitor the situation, including the condition of the bridge.
“Advice has also been given to the parish council with regards to the installation of CCTV”

A spokesperson for the Canal & River Trust added: “The Trust has almost 3,000 bridges, often dating
back 200 hundred years.

“Bridge strikes are a constant frustration, costing us, as a charity, hundreds of thousands [of pounds]

to repair each year.

“Despite the very best efforts of our specialists, every time a bridge is struck, a small piece of
waterways heritage is in danger of being lost and, because of the nature of bridge strikes, where the
motorist often drives off, it is regularly not possible for the Trust to recover the costs of repairs from

the motorist’s insurance.”
The poor state of the UK’s local road bridges was recently raised in a report by the RAC Foundation.

The report concludes that 3,105 bridges managed by local authorities in the UK are deemed as being

“substandard”.

This a 1.6% increase on the 3,055 figure revealed 12 months before. Devon, Essex and Somerset are the

county councils with the most substandard bridges.

Substandard means bridges are unable to carry heavy vehicles, including lorries of up to 44t. Many of
the substandard bridges are subject to weight restrictions while others will be under programmes of

increased monitoring or even managed decline.

Like what you ve read? To receive New Civil Engineer's daily and weekly newsletters click here.
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3D printed model, once completed, the building will accommodate spaces for reading and a public

rest area for visitors. Designed by MAD Architects, the multi-functional structure will take on curved

concrete structural walls that connect the ceiling, the ground, and the walls together. MOST VISITED

The Erlang Liquor
Storehouse of Langjiu
Estate / Langjiu Group +
DCA

Paris to Turn Champs-
Elysées into Expansive
Urban Garden

. Meet the 75 Finalists in
BUILDING ArchDaily's 2021 Building
FINALISTS of the Year Awards

Save
MOST VISITED PRODUCTS

(]

Home Projects Products Folders Feed

https://www.archdaily.com/956791/mad-architects-wormhole-library-tops-out-in-haikou-china  1/5


https://www.archdaily.com/945475/mads-curved-wormhole-library-is-under-construction-in-china?ad_source=search&ad_medium=search_result_articles
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/haikou
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/china
https://www.archdaily.com/tag/haikou
https://www.archdaily.com/956791/mad-architects-wormhole-library-tops-out-in-haikou-china/602398b6f91c818d7800064a-mad-architects-wormhole-library-tops-out-in-haikou-china-image
https://www.archdaily.com/author/christele-harrouk
https://www.archdaily.com/architecture-news
https://www.archdaily.com/956123/zaha-hadid-architects-reveals-images-of-zhuhai-jinwan-civic-art-centre-in-china?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=architecture-news-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/956123/zaha-hadid-architects-reveals-images-of-zhuhai-jinwan-civic-art-centre-in-china?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=architecture-news-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/955721/kpfs-mixed-use-project-in-southeastern-france-m-lyon-granted-city-permit-approval?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=architecture-news-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/955721/kpfs-mixed-use-project-in-southeastern-france-m-lyon-granted-city-permit-approval?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=architecture-news-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/927332/new-renderings-released-for-obama-presidential-center-in-chicago?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=architecture-news-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/927332/new-renderings-released-for-obama-presidential-center-in-chicago?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=architecture-news-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/953385/the-erlang-liquor-storehouse-of-langjiu-estate-dca?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/953385/the-erlang-liquor-storehouse-of-langjiu-estate-dca?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/955080/paris-to-turn-champs-elysees-into-expansive-urban-garden?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/955080/paris-to-turn-champs-elysees-into-expansive-urban-garden?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/956822/meet-the-75-finalists-in-archdailys-2021-building-of-the-year-awards?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/956822/meet-the-75-finalists-in-archdailys-2021-building-of-the-year-awards?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=most-visited-article-show
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us/products/20270/curved-timber-battens-sculptform?ad_source=nimrod&ad_medium=widget&ad_content=most_visited_products
https://www.archdaily.com/956791/mad-architects-wormhole-library-tops-out-in-haikou-china
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us

11.2.2021 MAD Architects' Wormhole Library Tops Out in Haikou, China | ArchDaily

Sunshade
Systems|Technowood

Lunawood Thermowood
Fagade and Decking in
Project O|Lunawood

In addition, the design will put in place holes of varying sizes, to allow the architecture to breathe,
while also letting natural light flood the interior. Its 690-square-meter interior reading space can
store approximately 10,000 books, a café, and a terrace; and the 300-square-meter public rest area

is equipped with a bicycle parking system, public bathrooms, and shower areas.

Related Article

Home Projects Products Folders Feed

https://www.archdaily.com/956791/mad-architects-wormhole-library-tops-out-in-haikou-china  2/5


https://www.archdaily.com/945475/mads-curved-wormhole-library-is-under-construction-in-china?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=related-article&ad_content=956791
https://www.archdaily.com/956791/mad-architects-wormhole-library-tops-out-in-haikou-china/6023977af91c81f8ad00064c-mad-architects-wormhole-library-tops-out-in-haikou-china-image
https://www.archdaily.com/956791/mad-architects-wormhole-library-tops-out-in-haikou-china/60239797f91c818d78000646-mad-architects-wormhole-library-tops-out-in-haikou-china-image
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us/products/20270/curved-timber-battens-sculptform?ad_source=nimrod&ad_medium=widget&ad_content=most_visited_products
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us/products/20270/curved-timber-battens-sculptform?ad_source=nimrod&ad_medium=widget&ad_content=most_visited_products
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us/products/13370/sunshade-systems-technowood?ad_source=nimrod&ad_medium=widget&ad_content=most_visited_products
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us/products/13370/sunshade-systems-technowood?ad_source=nimrod&ad_medium=widget&ad_content=most_visited_products
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us/products/14113/project-o-thermowood-cladding-and-decking-lunawood?ad_source=nimrod&ad_medium=widget&ad_content=most_visited_products
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us/products/14113/project-o-thermowood-cladding-and-decking-lunawood?ad_source=nimrod&ad_medium=widget&ad_content=most_visited_products
https://www.archdaily.com/956791/mad-architects-wormhole-library-tops-out-in-haikou-china
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us

11.2.2021 MAD Architects' Wormhole Library Tops Out in Haikou, China | ArchDaily

activity to the city. Part of a governmental-launched initiative to rejuvenate Haikou Bay, the
project, the first completed pavilion from the master plan, will enhance the usage of public space

along the coastline.

¢ Within the library, people interact directly with both the sky and sea.
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New investment challenge for nuclear reactor projects

09 FEB, 2021 |BY CATHERINE KENNEDY

Funding challenges for nuclear power projects are continuing, with one of Britain’s biggest investors

refusing to commit to whether it would back new power stations due to environmental concerns.

Aviva Investors said nuclear’s ESG (environmental, social and corporate governance) impact was “far

from clear at this time”,

In response to queries from investors, Aviva Investors said: “As you are probably aware, the UK
government is looking at expanding nuclear capacity as part of its efforts to achieve net-zero emissions

by 2050.

"We consider the potential ESG impact in all of our investment decisions. However, the ESG impact of

nuclear is far from clear at this time and we are not actively involved in any such investments.”

It comes amid ongoing talks on funding for power stations at Sizewell C in Suffolk and Wylfa Newydd
on Anglesey.

When it published the Energy White Paper in December, the government confirmed that it would

restart talks with EDF on plans for Sizewell.

Meanwhile, Horizon Nuclear Power officially withdrew its planning application for Wylfa last month.
Horizon’s parent company Hitachi had announced in September that it was pulling out of the project,

after funding talks with the government broke down.

Horizon's subsequent talks with interested parties about taking over the Anglesey power station did
not lead to definitive proposals but a Bechtel-led consortium remains in talks with the government

about delivering a nuclear power plant on the site.

The government has said it is still very "keen" to find a developer for Wylfa. It has also signalled that

large nuclear projects do have a future in the UK, with prime minister Boris Johnson backing them in

/https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/new-investment-challenge-for-nuclear-reactor-projects-09-02-2021  1/3


https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/author/catherine-kennedy-2/
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/government-outlines-shift-to-clean-energy-in-long-awaited-energy-white-paper-14-12-2020/
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/sizewell-c-government-restarts-talks-on-funding-20bn-nuclear-plant-14-12-2020/
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/plans-for-20bn-wylfa-nuclear-plant-pulled-28-01-2021/
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/developer-cans-20bn-wylfa-nuclear-power-plant-proposal-15-09-2020/
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/bechtel-led-consortium-in-talks-about-wylfa-site-11-11-2020/
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/wylfa-government-very-keen-to-find-developer-for-worlds-best-nuclear-site-04-02-2021/
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/boris-johnson-backs-large-and-small-nuclear-energy-schemes-in-green-10-point-plan-18-11-2020/

11.2.2021 New investment challenge for nuclear reactor projects - New Civil Engineer
his 10 point plan for a green industrial revolution before including nuclear developments in the

Energy White Paper.

Energy & Climate Intelligence Unit analyst Jess Ralston has said the setbacks for Wylfa and Hinkley
Point C's recent cost rise has added to the "uncertainty” surrounding the funding of the nuclear

industry.

It is unclear what the latest delay for Hinkley might mean for Sizewell - which will be a Hinkley replica
- but Ralston emphasised that “if they’re going to base Sizewell on Hinkley they’re going to have to

have an example up and running to do that”.

A spokesperson for Sizewell C said there was a “compelling ESG case for nuclear” given its vast

production of low-carbon energy.

The spokesperson added: “It is one of the safest forms of producing electricity, with a good track
record in managing radioactive waste. The social benefits of Sizewell C include thousands of jobs,

1,500 apprenticeships and huge investment in the regional economy.”

Like what you ve read? To receive New Civil Engineer's daily and weekly newsletters click here.

Related articles
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With the major happenings of the past year, our built environment and people’s needs within it
seemed to change. Different ways of Architectural thinking and design solutions were put forth,
showing how global events are capable of pushing the limits of the profession, increasing our
responsibility, and also our opportunities to contribute to a better quality of life in every possible
way. At ArchDaily, we have continued to connect with architects and designers from all over the
globe and have shared diverse works, all displaying relevant implementations and architectural

solutions that have an impact on our community.

In response to the published works, we have experienced different reader behaviors that indicate
how architectural production can actually have an impact on designers and non-designers all over
the world. This led us to create ArchDaily’s Annual Architecture Report which analyzes the most
popular trends and topics in the architecture world over the past year, in an effort to understand,

discuss and forecast the trends for 2021.

The report is the result of our findings, based on what our readers viewed as most valuable to them.

Through it, we share important data-based analysis; from our yearly numbers and awards to the
top projects and regional insights. The gathered information ensures we remain up to date and

aligned with the interests of our community as well as future design trends.

This document is now available to the global community who helped us build up our library and
makes the success of our curated projects possible. It is through their innovations, efforts, and
surpassed challenges that we are only able to share the tools and architectural knowledge that

could help build the new world.

The State Of Architecture

An analysis of the most viewed architecture on ArchDaily in 2020 is central to an understanding of
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Projects By Region

In order to understand the broad range of global architectural projects, we’ve analyzed data and
compiled statistics that provide insights into not only where our submitted projects are located,
but also identify some of the cultural, political, and socioeconomic driving forces behind their
typologies, construction methods, materiality, and vernacular aesthetics. These regions include
North America, Latin America (Central + South Americas), Europe, Oceania, Africa, MENA + Turkey +

Central Asia, North Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Archdaily Awards

As the world’s most visited architecture website, the Building of the Year Award is the most
influential and democratic architecture award. Check out the winner from last year's edition and

learn more about the award. This is our way of recognizing the incredible and innovative designs
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2021 ArchDaily Calendar

ArchDaily has introduced monthly topics in which our editors and curators align their efforts to take
a deep dive into topics we find particularly relevant in today’s architectural discourse by presenting
new articles, projects, collaborations, and submissions by our readers. Review our monthly topics

for2021.

Download the Full Annual Report Here
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