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LATEST

Crossrail | Farringdon becomes first Central London station to complete construction

07 DEC, 2020  BY ROB HORGAN

Construction work at Crossrail’s Farringdon station has come to an end.

The station becomes the first central London station along the new line to reach the T-12 landmark;
this means the station is substantially complete and it is now considered to be 12 weeks away from

handover to Transport for London (TfL).

Work at the station will now focus on the extensive testing and commissioning of systems ahead of the

Elizabeth line opening.
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Farringdon Elizabeth line station has been built by the Bam, Ferrovial and Kier Joint Venture (BFK
JV).

The station will have two main entrances, both with ticket halls, one at the Barbican and the other at

the existing Farringdon Underground and Thameslink station.

Reaching this important milestone allows the contractor to start demobilising from the site and

enables Crossrail to commence the process of handing the station over to TfL.

Crossrail chief executive Mark Wild said: “This is an incredibly important landmark for both the team

at Farringdon station and for the Crossrail project as a whole.

“We have now reached the end of the construction phase at the first of our central London stations and
the start of the testing and safety assurance journey which will enable us to hand over the station to

Transport for London and open the Elizabeth line to passengers.

“I am proud of everyone who has worked so hard to get this magnificent new railway station over the
line and I know that when it is open to passengers it will become an important and much-loved

addition to London’s transport network.”

BFK JV project director Jose Antonio Pariente added: “Being the first of the central London Elizabeth

line stations to attain this status is a source of immense pride for the BFK team.

“In addition, having worked on Europe’s largest infrastructure scheme, with all the complexity
involved and seeing the positive changes to the industry, as a result of the extraordinary work

completed by the integrated delivery team, has been key for all concerned.

“The positive legacy of the Elizabeth line’s construction phase and its benefits will be felt by
generations to come. I want to take this opportunity to thank all those involved across Crossrail, BFK

and in our supply chain, who have shown great strength, commitment and passion at every stage.”

Paddington is expected to be the next station where construction activity will complete and will then

be followed by a number of the central London station sites over the coming months.
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As previously revealed, Crossrail has implemented a “blockade mentality” at its stations to ensure the

construction schedule does not slip any further.

Transport for London (TfL) board agenda notes from October reveal that a new way of measuring

performance has been rolled out across all of Crossrail's remaining station projects.
Paddington and Farringdon were the first two sites to move towards the new monitoring system.

The new system is similar to the process implemented throughout Crossrail's six-week blockade

during the summer, which resulted in 1,235 of a total 1,286 milestones being completed.

London Underground head of station integration Kim Kapur said: “In just a matter of weeks the
London Underground team will take responsibility for the Farringdon Elizabeth line station. This is an
exciting time and an important milestone for the Elizabeth line as we begin the process of training and

familiarisation at one of the new stations.”

Like what you ve read? To receive New Civil Engineer s daily and weekly newsletters click here.
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Edward Mazria Receives the 2021 AIA Gold Medal

Written by Eric Baldwin aday ago # Share

Architect and activist Edward Mazria, FAIA has been honored with the 2021 Gold Medal from the
American Institute of Architects. The Gold Medal honors an individual whose significant body of
work has had a lasting influence on the theory and practice of architecture. As the jury notes,
Mazria is being recognized for his work to combat the climate crisis and motivate the profession to

take action.

MOST VISITED

Continuously working to urge architects away from fossil fuels, Mazria helped found the AlA’s
Committee on the Environment (COTE) in the 1990s. In 2002 his firm began conducting pro-bono
work under the name Architecture 2030. After a few years it became a fully-fledged nonprofit
organization dedicated to altering the course of climate change. With a grounding in place-based
design, Mazria served in the Peace Corps in Peru and worked in the office of 2007 Gold Medal

winner, Edward Larrabee Barnes, FAIA.
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Author of the seminal Passive Solar Energy Book, Mazria pursued teaching opportunities and
worked in both New Mexico and at the University of Oregon. He has become known for a portfolio
of iconic passive solar buildings, including the Stockebrand Residence, the Museum of Indian Arts
and Culture, and Georgia O’Keefe’s estate, Sol y Sambra. As one of the world’s foremost experts on
the built environment’s role in both causing and curing climate change, Mazria has become well-

known for advocating a carbon-positive future.
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In order to support local governments in developing countries to implement the New Urban
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Providing a global framework of the whole planning process, UN-Habitat's Participatory
Incremental Urban Planning Tool is dedicated to the city leaders, the city planners, the civil society,
the investors as well as the private sector. Drawing a timeline of phases, blocks, and activities, the
toolbox helps the different urban stakeholders to better understand their role in the city’s vision,
policies, strategies, plans, and projects. Defining a process framework rather than a design
framework, and establishing a simplified roadmap based on UN-Habitat’s extensive experiences in
multiple cities, the incremental and flexible toolbox tailors the planning process, according to the
available resources and capacities of the context. Moreover, promoting an intervention-oriented
strategy, the open-source and modular guide places local authorities and citizens at the driver's

seat of sustainable urban development.

Related Article

How Can One Public Space Transform an Entire Neighborhood? UN-Habitat's Model Street
Initiative

By following the proposed planning recommendations, city leaders can have a better
understanding of the key deliverables and the critical activities they should engage with, giving
them a clearer idea of the plan and its impact on the residents. For the city planners and urban
planning practitioners, the tool offers a step-by-step guide, a compilation of tools,
operationalization, and implementation mechanisms to move the planning process from
assessment to implementation. Finally, the tool is also designed to help civil society visualize in a

simplified manner the complex process, and identify its critical role within the global vision.
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Based on three main initiatives by the Un-Habitat - the New Urban Agenda (NUA), a shared vision
for a better, more inclusive and sustainable urbanizing world; the International Guidelines on
Urban and Territorial Planning (IG-UTP), a global framework for improving policies, plans and
designs for cities and territories; and the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals,

that sets the sustainable development roadmap - the toolbox proposes an incremental approach
for urban planning.

Consisting of four main phases - the Assessment, the Plan, the Operationalization, and the
Implementation - the guideline includes 15 blocks and 69 activities, enhancing the adoption of
participatory, inclusive, and sustainable practices. In fact, various levels of participatory
approaches are proposed to define a participation strategy that engages stakeholders and the

community in the process. Discover below the main headlines of the step by step guide for
Participatory Incremental Urban Planning.
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First Phase: Assessment

Preparing and understanding the context and the current situation of the city.
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Block A _ Contextualization

e 1- Physical, human, and information resource review
e 2-Legal, financial, partnerships and stakeholders review

o 3-Self-assessment internal working session

Block B _ Project Preparation

e 4-Aguiding document
¢ 5-Resource mobilization
e 6- Project Office

e 7-Work Plan discussion between PO and champions

Block C _ Participation Set-Up

e 8- Participation strategy
e 9- Committee creation and Mobilization

e 10- Public launching with stakeholders

Block D _ Analysis & Diagnostic

e 11- Desk Research

e 12-Field research

e 13- Analysis

e 14- Analysis & Diagnostic workshop
¢ 15- Diagnostic
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Second Phase: Plan

Developing the strategic framework which highlights the vision of the city, the conceptual plan
that illustrates the main ideas, and the structure plan that identify the main uses per zone and

the location of the infrastructure.

Block E _ Strategic Plan

e 16- Strategic Development Scenarios
e 17-Visioning Workshop
e 18- Spatial Strategy

¢ 19- Monitoring & Evaluation plan

Rlock F  Concentual Plan
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e 25-Implementation Strategy
e 26- Public hearings

Block G _ Structure Plan

e 27.Sustainable urban development standards workshop
¢ 28. Mobility system road network and standards

e 29.Integrated infrastructure network and standards

e 30. Urban green and pubilc space network

¢ 31. Smart mixed-use and density planning

¢ 32.Land subdivision standards

e 33. Heritage, cultural & social facilities

e 34.Environmental facilities

¢ 35.Housing policy

¢ 36.Implementation strategy

Block H _ Neighborhood Plans

e 37.Neighbourhood planning workshop

e 38.a Urban form and function (extension plan)

o 38.b Detailed density zoning (densification plan)
¢ 38.c Land readjustment / Slum upgrading / Rehabilitation planning (regeneration plan)
e 39.a Priority urban blocks design (extension plan)
e 39.b Urban form and function (densification plan)
e 39.c Urban form and function (regeneration plan)
e 40.Urban street design

e 41.Integrated infrastructure design

e 42.Public space design

e 43, Strategic and catalytic design

e 44, Social housing typologies

e 45.Implementation strategy
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Third Phase: Operationalization

How Do We Get There?

Block | _ Action Plan

e 46. City action planning workshop
e 47. Feasibility study
e 48. Capital investment plan

e 49. Communication and advocacy strategy

Block J _Land Management
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e 54, External sources of revenues
Block L _Institutional Enablers
e 55. Institutional arrangements

e 56. Participatory urban governance

e 57.Partnerships
e 58. Capacity building

Block M _Legal Enablers

59. National and sub-national urban legal framework
¢ 60. Complementary legislation
e 60. Plenary session for plan approval

e 61. Legal instruments

Fourth Phase: Implementation

How Will We Implement and Monitor Out Progresses?
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Block N _ Implementing Mechanisms

e 63. Final public presentation
¢ 64. Statutory planning mechanisms
e 65. Annual budgeting

e 66. Project and infrastructure implementation

Block O _ Accountability System

e 67. Monitoring and evaluation
» 68. Advocacy, feedback, and learning mechanisms

e 69. Incremental improvements

Info Via UN-Habitat.

Image gallery
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The Dream of a Museum Exhibition Reveals Alvar Aalto’s
Unbuilt Museum Designs

Written by Christele Harrouk aday ago #» Share

The Alvar Aalto Museum is showcasing one last exhibition before it undergoes a complete
renovation, highlighting the architect’s unbuilt museum designs. While Aalto designed a total of 15
museum buildings, only three made it from concepts to the actual built structures. The exhibition
entitled “The Dream of a Museum” includes both detailed and more sketch-like plans, along with

competition entries.
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Currently on display at the gallery of The Alvar Aalto Museum, “The Dream of a Museum” exhibition
puts on display Aalto’s unbuilt portfolio of museums, created from his early years in the 1920s to
the modernism of the 1960s and 70s. Including competition entries for Finland and abroad - from
the Nordic countries to Europe and the Near East, the projects on display underline how important

and how inspirational museum design was for the architect.

On that, Alvar Aalto Foundation’s Managing Director Tommi Lindh states that “the museum as a
building type inspired Aalto and this was reflected in the way he probed the key questions for
exhibition and museum buildings. The layout of artworks and exhibitions, lighting that took into
account the specific character of museum objects, and museum visitors’ movements around the

space were topics for which Aalto sought appropriate solutions via architectural means.”
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Developing his ideal with each new commission, Aalto created over 15 different buildings over the
course of his career, of which only three were built: the Museum of Central Finland (1957-61) and
the Alvar Aalto Museum (1971-73) in Jyvaskyla, and the Kunsten Museum of Modern Art Aalborg in
Denmark (1957-58, 1963-72). Aside from museum buildings as such, early on, Aalto’s interest
turned to various exhibition configurations and buildings. These include Turku Fair (1929), World
Fair Pavilions in Paris (1937) and New York (1939), and the Finnish Pavilion at the Venice Biennale,

completed in 1956.

The architect’s earliest museum design was Pernié Museum (1928-29), which represented
classicism, although he had by then already made a clear stylistic shift to functionalism. In the
modernist competition entry for Tallinn Art Museum (1936-37) Aalto particularly contemplated

issues of space, and for the Baghdad Art Museum (1957-58) he tackled the local climate and
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While Alvar Aalto Foundation “s Museum Sites Aalto House and Studio Aalto in Helsinki have been
closed until December 30, 2020, Alvar Aalto Museum in Jyvaskyla will be open for the public with
certain restrictions, for The Dream of a Museum. Alvar Aalto “s Museum Designs, currently on

display at the Gallery of the museum.

Image gallery
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