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Pitfalls in Foundation Engineering

Is designing foundations for capacity applying a factor of safety or resistance factor correct,
safe, and economical, or do we by this approach open ourselves for litigation and demands on
our liability insurance?

The lecture is aimed toward professional geotechnical engineers and will present a series of
actual examples illustrating the inadequacy of the common “bearing capacity” approach, indeed,
exposing its illusion of correctness and how it can result (and has so done) in failed or defective
foundations with ensuing litigation. The alternative of basing design on deformation analyses,
which we today have the technology to do, is detailed. Dr. Fellenius' intends his lecture to be

challenging and evoking discussions during and after the presentation.
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