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The Build Better Now Virtual Pavilion at COP26 Showcases
Pioneering Sustainable Designs

MORE ARCHITECTURE NEWS
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Written by Andreea Cutieru aday ago A Share Architects Tops Out

UN Studio Reveals Design
of 10-Minute
Neighbourhood for Seoul

The Build Better Now virtual pavilion opened to the public during COP26, showcasing seventeen
sustainable projects that demonstrate the built environment's opportunities for addressing the

climate crisis. The initiative, run by UK Green Building Council, comes as a global call for climate

action, highlighting the AEC's industry's commitment to sustainable practice on a worldwide stage,

particularly since this year the COP26 dedicated a day to buildings and cities. MVRDV Unveils Design of
New Station Quarter in

Hoofddorp, Netherlands

More Architecture News »
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Group
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Designed by AECOM in collaboration with Install Archive, the virtual pavilion features a series of /

White Studio
dome-shaped exhibition spaces showcasing exemplary projects selected from an international
open call. A central 3D installation created by Make Architects highlights the potential to implement
a circular economy, illustrating opportunities for reuse and recycling within the built environment.
Alongside the exhibition, the pavilion will also host a series of talks, keynotes and tours, raising
awareness on the relationship between the built environment and climate change.
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¢ We are coming together for COP26 to spotlight the built environment as
a solution to climate change. This is the most visible and coordinated
the industry has ever been at a climate summit of this calibre. Build
Better Now provides us with an opportunity to learn how sustainable
building practices are having a positive impact on people's lives. We
must ensure that the world listens to the steps needed to create
sustainable buildings, which means building and renovating with Whole
Life Carbon principles, embracing a circular economy and creating
people-centric, healthy buildings that are resilient to the effects of

climate change. - Cristina Gamboa, CEO, World Green Building Council

Related Article

At COP26 Architects Plan on Urging Decision Makers to Establish Tangible Action Against
Climate Change

The selected projects have a tangible impact on their context and feature scalable and replicable
solutions to issues such as natural resources, climate adaptation, resilience. The highlighted
designs engage with a variety of themes from sustainable materials, renewable energy, local
materials, or protecting nature. Among the projects are White Arkitekter's Sara Cultural Centre in
Sweden, one of the world's tallest timber buildings, Powerhouse Brattgrkaia by Snohetta, an
energy-positive office building in Norway, TECLA sustainable home by Mario Cucinella Architects, a
clay 3d-printed structure in Italy, Favela da Paz, an urban ecovillage in Brazil, or Modulus Homes in

Pakistan.
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Agora building. The installation of the structure of the upper floor of the restaurant has also been |.=,| T
completed as do the structure of the Agora stand, while the escalators that give access to the great
Plaza Agora have been installed. Ceramic Tiles - Stampati a
Mano Comon Blu | LA

RIGGIOLA

Currently, the construction process advances on tasks related to cladding and wrapping the
«cloud», a multipurpose space that will fly over the exhibition halls in the central area of the Agora.
The team also works on the general installations of air conditioning, electricity, firefighting and

audiovisuals, furniture, and signage design.
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Elisa Duran has announced the collaboration of two artists in the project: Frederic Amat will be in
charge of an intervention on the ceiling of the Auditorium, while ceramicist Toni Cumella has been

commissioned to tile the Administration building and the Vip Room with ceramics.

On April 21, the deputy general management of the ”la Caixa” Foundation also announced the
permanent installations of two works of art in the future center by the Valencian artists Inma

Femenia and Anna Talens. Femenia has designed an intangible piece for the center that reproduces
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architecture typical of aquatic ecosystems. It is a golden palafito with a triangular section, designed

to remember and sanctify the way of life of the farmers of the Albufera and the aquatic areas of
Levante.

The project to equip Valencia with a new 8,200-square-meter CaixaForum cultural facility inside the
Agora building of the Ciutat de les Arts i les Ciéncies is the work of the architect Enric Ruiz-Geli,
director of the Cloud 9 studio and professor at the university Virginia Tech, and has an investment

by the ”la Caixa” Foundation of 19 million euros.
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Ruiz-Geli has stated in a public release that "it is a public space that makes possible a dialogue not
only between people but also between buildings. It is a living space that comes from a living, vivid,

and collective intelligence.”
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Brooklyn’s First Supertall Skyscraper by SHoP Architects Tops Out | ArchDaily

Written by Dima Stouhi

2 days ago

# Share

SHoP Architects and JDS Development Group's The Brooklyn Tower at 9 DeKalb Avenue has

reached its final height. The monumental tower stands at 1,066 ft. formed by interlocking hexagons

that create a dramatic facade of reflective bronze and black panels, providing residents with

panoramic views of the city, river, and harbor. The tower is expected to launch residence sales in

early 2022, and open for occupancy late 2022.

The Brooklyn Tower represents a large-scale adaptive reuse project, revitalizing New York City's

historic Dime Savings Bank of Brooklyn. The Tower’s striking design and geometry draw inspiration

from the hexagonal composition of the existing bank, which was designed by architects Halsey,

McCormack & Helmer in 1932, and labeled as a "New York City Landmark" in 1994.
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lobby with the bank and convert the atrium into a new retail space, the project required LPC-
approval. The 115-year-old structure is now being carefully restored and seamlessly integrated with
the new structure, allowing residents to enter the main lobby through the ionic colonnade. Ceramic Tiles - Stampati a
Mano Comon Blu | LA

RIGGIOLA

Related Article

SHoP Wins Landmarks Commission Approval for Brooklyn Supertall

The tower is clad with white marble at its base, and transforms into a black-tinted stainless steel,
bronze, and copper structure as the tower ascends. At every angle, the facade holds its geometry,
color, and texture, utilizing cylindrical and triangular shaped elements that are arranged in a

vertical composition between oversized glass panels.
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The 93-storey Brooklyn Tower sits at a prime location, nestled between DeKalb Avenue, Fleet
Street, and Flatbush Avenue Extension in Downtown Brooklyn. The project features 550 residences
(thirty percent of the rentals are designated as affordable housing), almost 100,000 square feet of
retail at its lower floors, and over 100,000 square feet of health and fitness amenities, which include

a pool, lounge, and barbeque on the roof deck.
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A Riverside Masterplan in Shenzhen is Designed to Prevent
Flooding
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A new masterplan along the central Pailao River in Shenzhen proposes a climate-proof

regeneration of the area, using nature and water retention ecological zones to mitigate the risk of

flooding. Created by urban design and architecture practice VenhoevenCs, with landscape vision by

Hope Design and water management plan by Huadong Engineering, the Pailao River Blueway David Chipperfield
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Project capitalizes on the coexistence of the urban and the natural environment, ensuring

resilience and enhancing the economic growth of the city district.
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subtropical part of China and the density of construction and infrastructure make the Bao'an I
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Cells Reflective | Kvadrat
vulnerable to flooding. VenhoevenCS developed the masterplan using the UN Sustainable Acoustics ave

Development goals as design agenda, considering the district in connection to the surrounding
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¢ Our proposal for the Pailao River Blueway Project is layered. We
organized the requested water storage there, but with our integrated
approach, we will make an existing district climate-proof and enhance
urban regeneration at the same time. - Ton Venhoeven and Yi Yu,

. . 2
VenhoevenCsS architecture+urbanism

Related Article

Aedas Designs Mixed-Use Development in Shenzhen

Climate adaptation translates into a series of elements that organize water storage, such as ponds,
green roofs, wetlands, parks and soft banks. With pavement and asphalt replaced with pockets of
nature, the mobility plan of the district changes but remains accessible. The concrete quays of the
Pailao River are replaced by wide, soft banks that act as sponges in the rainy season. The spaces
underneath the existing car viaducts are transformed into spaces for socialization and cultural
activities. A series of pavilions raised on stilts to accommodate various water levels will contain

services and retail, thus helping transform the area into a local destination.
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e Client: Shenzhen Bao’an District Water Bureau

o Urban design and architecture: VenhoevenCS architecture+urbanism
o Landscape design: Shenzhen Hope Design Co.,Ltd.

¢ Water design: HUADONG Engineering Corporation Limited (HDEC)

e Design-completion: 2021-2023

e Surface: 736.000 m2
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